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SoMB of these papers were published in the Southern 
Literary Hesssnger, and having met with a favor- 
able reception from the Public, and a portion of the 
Press, the author has yielded to the solicitations of 
his own vanity, and other flattering friends, and col- 
lected them in a volume with other pieces of the same 
general character^ The scheme of the articles be 
believes to be original in design and execution, — at 
least, no other work with which he is acquainted, has 
been published in the United States designed to illus- 
trate the periods, tjie characters, and the phases of 
society, some notion of which is attempted to be given 
in this volume. The author, under the tremor of a 




a PftfTAOt. ' 

fini jabliciitioiii felt slraij^y in^lin^ to -ofler a 
wwilring tupologf fer the man j emm and imperfeo- 
tiom of his wofk ; sudi as the fiwt that the artidee 
wen written in*hMte, under the pravaxe of prafee- 
aootl eogigements and amidst constant intenuptions ; 
and that he has no time tft opportunity fer oorreotum 
and lenrion. But he anticipated the too read j an- 
aver to sodi a jdea : ^If you had. no time to write 
wcOy whjr did jon write at all ? Who ocmstnuned you ? 
If yon were not in dress to see company, why come 
unbidden into the presence of the public ? Why not, 
at kasty wait until you were fit to be presented ? '' 
Ha confeascs that he sees no way to answer these 
Unfjii questumsi unless the apology of Folstaff for 
rushing into the presence of King Hal, ^^ before he 
had time to have made new liveries " — ** stained with 
timvd and sweating with desire to see him/' — ^be a 
good one— aS| ''inferring the zeal he had to see him'' 
— ^the earnestness of affection "—'' the dcTotion:" 
but m po(v Jack's case, ^*noi to ddSberaU^ not tort- 
^j not to kaoe paHenoe to shift him/' was not 
effectual excuse for his coming out of sorts ; 



ff>^ we aie afiraid, that that other Sovereign, the 
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Til 



Pablioy is not more fitcile of approach, or moro credu- 
lous of excuses ; for, nnfortunately, tho ardor of an 
author's greeting is something beyond the heat of tho 
Public's reception of him, or, as Pat expresses it, the 
reciprocity of feeling is all on one side. 

Without apologji therefore, he gives these leaves 
to the winds, — ^with that feeling of comfort and com- 
posure which comes of the knowledge that, lot the 
venture go as it Hiay, he loses little who puts but little 
at hazard. 

The author begs to return to the accomplished 
Editor of the Messenger, Jno. B. Thompson, Esq., his 
acknowledgments, for revising and correcting this 
work as it passed through the press. 
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And what history of that haleyon period, ranging from tho 
year of Grace, 1835, to 1837; that golden era, when ahin- 
plaiters were the iole currency ; when bank-billi were '' as 
thick ai Antumn loavea in Vallambroea," and credit was a 
franchiae, — ^what hiaiory of thoae timca wonld be complete, 
that left ont the name of Orid Boloa f Ai well write the 
biography of Prinde Hal, and forbear all mention of FalitaC 
In law phraae, the thing would be a '' deed without a 
name," and yoid ; a most unpardonable catui omissui. 

I cannot trace, for reasons the sequel suggests, the early 
history, much lest the birth-place, pedigree, and jurenile 
associations of this worthy. Whence he or his forbears got 
his same or how, I don't know : but for the fact that it is to 
be iaferred he got it in in&ncyt I should haye tho«|^t he 
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boROwod it: ho borrowed trerj thing oIm he eror had| 
•adi tbingi m bo got uodor tlio credit system onlj ex- 
cepted : in deference, hoircTci*, to the axiom, that there is 
jome exception to all general rules, I am willing to believe 
thai be got this much honestly, by bona fidt gift or inherit- 
aaee^ and without false pretence. 

I bate bad a bard time of it in endcaroring to assign to 
Bolus bis leading rice : I bare given up the task in despair ; 
but I bare essayed to designate that one which gave him, 
in the end, most celebrity. I am aware that it is invidious 
to make comparisons, and to give pre-eminence to one 
over other rival qualities and gifts, where all have high 
claims to distinction : but, then, the stern justice of criti- 
dam, in this case, requires a discrimination, which, to be 
intelligible and definite, must bo relative and comparative. 
.1, therefore, take the responsibility of saying, after due 
reflection, that in my opinion, Boluses reputation stood 
higher for lying than for any thing else : and in thus assign- 
ing pre-eminence to this poetic property, I do it without 
any desire to derogate from other brilliant characteristics 
belonging to the same general category, which have drawn 
the wondering notice of the world. 

Some men are liars from interest ; not because they have 
no regard for truth, but because they have less regard f i :' 
than for gain : some are liars from vanity, because they •M 
rather be well thought of by others, than have reasc n kr 
thinlrifig well of themselves : some are liars from a s )i t uf 
ntjy whioh overbears, bj the weight of temptatio:*. 'i'^ 
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seme of rirtae: some are enticed awaj bj the beguila- 
menta of pleasure, or seduced by evil example and education. 
Boltts was none of these : he belonged to a higher departmeni 
of the fine arts, and to a higher class of professors of this 
sort of Belles- Lettres. Bolus was a natural liar, just as 
some horses arc natural pacers, and some dogs natural set- 
ters. What he' did in that walk, was from the irresbtiblo 
promptings of instinct, and a disinterested love of art Ilia 
genius and his performances were free from the vulgar alloj 
of interest or temptation. Accordingly, he did not labor a 
lie : he lied with a relish : he lied with a coming appetito, 
growing with what it fed on : he lied from the dch'ght of iu« 
yention and the charm of fictitious narrative. It is true he 
applied his art to the practical purposes of life ; but in so far 
did he glory the more in it ; just as an ingenious machinist 
rejoices that his invention, while it has honored science, has 
also supplied a common want 

Boluses genius for lying was encyclopcdiacal : it was what 
German criticism calls many-sided. It embraced all subjects 
without distinction or partiality. It was equally good upon 
all, " from grave to gay, from lively to severe.** 

Bolus's lying came from his greatness of soul and his 
comprehensiveness of mind. Tho truth was too small for 
him. Fact was too dry and common-place for the fervor of 
his genius. Besides, great as was his memory — for he even 
remembered the outlines of his chief lies— his invention was 
still larger. He had a great contempt for history and histo- 
riana. Ho thought them tame and timid oobUers; mere 
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imkers on olber people's wares, — simple parrots and oiagptes 
«f other neii's sajings or doings ; borrowers of and acknowl- 
edged debtors for otbers' efaatielS| got withoat skill ; thej had 
BO separate estate in their ideas: thej were bailers of goods, 
irhidi thej did not pretend to hold bj adverse title ; buriers 
of talents in napkins making no nsory; barren and nnprofita- 
Ide non-prodneers in the intelleetoal vineyard — naii eamu* 
WKBrtfruge*. 

He adopted a (aet oecasionallj to start with, bat, like a 
Shefield rasor and the cmdo ore, the workmanship, polish 
and valnewere all his own: a Thibet shawl conld as well be 
credited to the insensate goat that grew the wool, as the an- 
ther of a fact Bolus honored with his artistical skill, could 
claim to be the inventor of the story. 

His experiments upon credulity, like charity, began at 
liome. Ho had long torn down the partition wall between 
liis imagination and his memory. He had long ceased to 
distinguish between the impressions made upon his mind by 
what eame/roiff it, and what came lo it : all ideas wore facts 
to him. 

Bolus's life was not a common man's life. His world 
was not the hard, work-day world the groundlings live in : 
lie moved in a sphere of poetry : he lived amidst the ideal 
and romantic. Not that he was not practical enough, when 
he chose to be : by no means. He bought goods and chat- 
tels, lands and tenements, like other men ; but he got ihem 

• 

onder a state of poetic illusion, and paid for them in an im- 
agianiy way. Even the Utles he gave were not of the tairihy 
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lori— thej were loiDeiimes clouded. He gate notes, too^— 
how well I know it! — ^like other men; he paid them like 
htmselC 

How well ho asaerted the Spiritnal oyer the Material 1 
' How ho delighted to tarn an abstract idea into concrete cash 
—to make a few biota of ink, representing a little thonghti 
torn out a laborsarbg machine, and bring into hb pocket 
money which manj dajs of hard ezhanstbg labor wonld not 
procure I What pious joy it gare him to see the days of 
the good Samaritan return, and the hard hand of aTariee re- 
lax its grasp on land and negroes, pork and dothes, beneath 
the soft speeches and kind promises of future rewards^- 
blending in the act the three cardinal yirtues, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity ; while, in the result, the ehief of these three 
was Charily I 

There was something sublime in the ide»— this derat- 
ing the spirit of man to its true and primerd dominion 
over things of sense and grosser matter. 

It is true, that in these praoticd romances. Bolus was 
chaiged with.a defectiTC taste in repeating himsdfl The 
justice of the charge must be, at least, partidly acknowledg- 
ed : this I know from a dient, to whom Orid sold a tract of 
land after baring sold it twice before : I cannot say, though, 
that his ^forgetting to mention this circumstance maae any 
difcrenoe, for Bolus ori^pnally had no title. 

There was nothing narrow, sectarian, or seetionaL in 
BoWs lying. It was on the contrary broad and eatholie. 
It had norespect to times or places. It wasas wideiilUmii- 
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aUe, M clastie and ramble as the air be spent in giring it 
expression. It was a generous, gentlemanly, whole-souled 
fiicttltj. It was employed often on, and in behalf of, objects 
and occasions of this sort| but no more and no more seal- 
oosijr on these than on others of no profit to himself. He 
was an Egotist, bnt a magnificent one : he was not a liar be- 
cause an ^[otisty bnt an ^[otist beeaose a liar. He nsnallj 
■Mde himself the hero of the romantic exploits and adven- 
tores he narrated ; bnt this was not so mnch to exalt him- 
self as becanse it was more eonyenicnt to his art He had 
■othing malignant or invidious in his nature. If he exalted 
liimnplf, it was seldom or nerer to the disparagement of oth- 
oa, unless, indeed, those others were merely imaginary per- 
sons, or too fiu' off to be hart. Ho would as soon lie for 
jfou as for himself It was all the same, so there was some- 
doing in his line of business, except in those dascs in 
his necessities required to be fed at your expense. 

He did not confine himself to more lingual lying : one 
tongue was not enough for all the business he had on band. 
He^ acted lies as welL Indeed, sometimes his very silence 
was a lie. He made nonentity fib for him, and performed 
wondrous feats by a '' masterly inactivity.'* 

Thepersannd of this distinguished Votary of the Muse, 
was happily fitted to his art He was strikingly handsome. 
There was something in his air and bearing almost princely, 
eeriainly quite distinguished. ' His manners were winning, 
kia address frank, cordial and flowing. He was built after 
the aaodd and stnietare of Bolingbroke in his yonth, ilmeri- 
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lized and Hoasierized a little by a ** raiaiDg in,^ and att 
ptatioQ to, the Backwoods. lie was fluent but choice of 
tion, a Itttlo sonoroas in the stroctare of his sentences to 
JVC effect to a voice like an organ. Ilis coontenance was 
)pcn and engaging, usuallj sedate of expression, hut capable 
of any modifications at the shortest notice. Add to this his 
intelligence, shrewdness, tact, hnmor, and that he was a ready 
debater and elegant declaimer, and had the gift of bringing 
out, to the fullest extent, his resources, and you may see thai 
Ovid, in a new country, was- a man apt to make no mean im- 
pression. He drew the loose population around him, as the 
magnet draws iron filings. He was the man for the '' boys,** 
-^then a numerous and influential class. Ilis generous pro- 
fusion and free-handed manner impressed them as the boiiBtj 
of Cccsar the loafing commonalty of Rome : Bolus was no 
niggard. He never higgled or chaffered about small things, 
lie waff as free with his own money — if he over had any of 
his own — as' with yours. If he never paid borrowed money, 
he never asked payment of others. If you wished him to loan 
yon any, he would hand you a handful without counting it : 
if you handed him any, you were losing time in counting it, 
for you never saw any thing of it again : Shallow^s funded 
debt on Falstaff were as safe an investment : this would have 
been an equal commerce, but, unfortunately for Boluses friends, 
the proportion between his disbursements and receipts was 
something scant Such a spendthrift never made a track 
even in the flush times of 1836. It took as much to support 
huB as a Srst dass steamboat His bills at the groeerietf 
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M bug M John Q. Adama* Abolition petition, or, if 
pMted logetber, would haTO matdied the great Chartiat me- 
■oriaL He would aa aoon treat a regiment or eharter the 
groeerj fixr the daj, aa anj other waj; and after the erowd 
Imd heartOj drank — aomo of them " laying their aonla in 
•oak," — if he did not ha^e the money oonTenient^— aa when 
did he ? — he would fomble in hia pocket, mutter aomethbg 
about nothing leaa than a $100 bill, and direct the aoore, with 
a lordly fiuniliarity, to be chaiged to his aooount 

Orid had early poaieaaed the faculty of ubiquity. He 
had been bom in more places than Homer. In an hour's dia- 
eoane, ke would, with more than the speed of Ariel, trarel 
at erery point of the compass, from Portland to San Antonio, 
some fiunons adrenture always occurring just as he " rounded 
io^** or while stationary, though he did not remain longer 
than to see it He was present at every important debate 
in the Senate at Washington, and had heard every popular 
speaker on the hustings, at the bar and in the pulpit, in the 
United States. He had been concerned in many important 
eanaes with Orymes and against Mazcreau in New Orleans, 
and had borne no small share in the fierce forensic battles, 
which, with singular luck, he and Orymes always won in the 
eoorts of the Crescent City. And such frolics as they had 
when they laid aside their heavy armor, after the heat and 
burden of the day I Such gambling I A negro ante and 
twonlj on the call, was moderate playing. What lots of 
"Ethiopian captives" and other plunder ke raked dawn 
vuzod Arithmetic to count and credulity to believe; and, had 
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bo«n for Bolos's^^crotltj in giTiog << tho bojs ** a 

to win back 6y doubling off on the high ha$ui, Uiera 

1 wing what changea of owners would not hare oo- 

ad ihe Bapidci or on the Oerman Coast 

The Florida war and the Texas Berolutton, had eaeh for- 
nished a brilliant theatre for Ovid's ohiTalroQS emprise. Jaek 
Hajs and he were great chums. Jaek and he had many a 
hearty laugh over the odd trick of Ovid, in lassoing a Ga- 
manche Ghief| while galloping a stolen horse bare-backed, up 
the San Saba hills. But he had the rig on Jack again, when 
he made him charge on a brood of about twenty Gamanchesi 
who had got into a mot of timber in the prairies, and wero 
shooting their arrows from the eoverti Ovid, with a six-bar- 
relied rifle, taking them on the wing as Jack rode in and 
flushed them 1 

It was an affecting story and feelingly told, that of hb 
and Jim Bowie's rescuing an American girl from the Apaches, 
and returning her to her parents in St Louis ; and it would 
have been still more tender, had it not been for the unfortu* 
nate necessity Bolus was under of shooting a brace of gp^ 
lieutenants on tbe border, one frosty morning, before break* 
&st, back of the fort, for taking unbecoming liberties with the 
&ir damosel, the spoil of his bow and spear. 

But the girls Ovid courted, and the miraeulous advon* 
tures he had met with i%love beggared by the comparison, 
all the fortune of war had done for him. Old Nugent^s 
daughter, Bailie, was his narrowest escape. Bailie was aeeom* 
plished to the romantie extent of two ocean steamers, and 
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four blocks of Imildiogs in Boston, sepsraied only from im* 
asediaie ** pereqition and pernancy,*' bj the contingency of 
old Nvgeni's recoTcring from a confirmed dropsy, for which 
ho had been twice ineffeetnally tapped. The day was set— 
the preoents mMde-^enperle of coarse— the guests inrited : ' 
the old Sea Captain insisted on Bolns's setting his negroes 
free, and taking fire thousand dollars apiece for the loss. 
Bolus's lore for the '^ peculiar institution" wouldn't stand it 
Bather than submit to such degradation, Ovid broke off the 
match, and left Sallie broken-hearted ; a disease from which 
•he did not reoorer until about stz months afterwards, when 
•he ran off with the mate of her father's ship, the Sea Serpent, 
in the Bio trade. 

Oossip and personal anecdote were the especial subjects . 
of Grid's elocution. Ho was intimate with all the notabili- 
ties of the political circles. He was a privileged visitor of 
the political green-room. He was admitted back into the 
laboratory where the political thunder was manufactured, and 
into the office where the magnetic wires were worked. He 
knew the origin of every party question and movement, and 
had a finger in every pie the party cooks of Tammany baked 
for the body politic. 

One thing in Ovid I can never forgive. This was his 
coming it over poor Ben 0. I don't object to it on the score 
of the swindle. That was to have been expected. But swin- 
dling Ben was degrading the dignity of the art True, it il- 
Ivstraled the universality of his science, but it lowered it to 
a beggarly prooess of mean deception. There was no skill 
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in it . It wai little better than crude larceny. A child eoidd 
hare done it:. -it. had as well been done to a child. It was 
like catching a cow with a lariat, or setting a steel trap for a 
pet pig. True, Bolus had nearly practi.8ed out of custom. 
He had worn his art threadbare. 3Icn, who could afford to 
be cheated, had all been worked up or been scared away. Be- 
sides, Ford couldnH be put off. He talked -of money in a 
most ominous connection with blood. The thing could bo 
settled by a bill of exchange. Ben^s name was unfortunately 
good — the amount some $1,600. Ben had a fine tract of 

land in S ^r. He has not got it now. Bolus only garo 

Ben one wrench — that was enough. Ben ncTcr breathed 
easy afterwards. All the Y's and X^s of ten years* hard 
practice, went in that penful of ink. Fie I Bolus, Monroe 
Edwards wouldnH have done that He would sooner hare 
sunk down to the level of some honest callbg for a living, 
than have put his profession to so mean a shifi. I can eon« 
ceive of but one extenuation ; Bolus was en the lift for Tex« 
as, and the desire was natural to qualify himself for eitisea- 
ship. 

The genius of Bolus, strong in its unassisted strength, 
yet gleamed out more brilliantly under the genial influenoe 
of '' the rosy.*' With boon companions and " reaming suats,** 
it was worth while to hear him of a winter evening. He 
eoold *' gild the palpable and the familiar, with golden exha- 
lations of the dawn.*' The most eommon-plaee objects be- 
eame dignified. There was a history to the commonest arii- 
elei about him : that book was given him by Mr. Van Bursa 
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wiDdog siiek wts a pretent from Oen. Jaokion : tlio 
lliriee-walered MonoDgahela, just drawn from the grooery 
hard bj, was the hst of a dUiillaiion of 1825, smuggled in 
from Irelandi and pmenied to him hj a friend in New Or* 
leaaay on easy terma with the eollector; the eigars, not too 
fiagmti were of a box sent him hj a aohoolmate from Onba, 
in 1884— j^orv he Tieited the Idand. And talldng of Onba 
—he had met with an adrentnre there, the impretftion of 
wUflh nerer eonld be effaoed from his mmd. He had gone, 
al the instanee of Bon Carlos j Gnbanos, (an intimate class- 
mate in a Kentneky Catholic Collie,) whose life he had 
wfed from a mob in Lomsrille, at the imminent risk of his 
own. The Don had a sister of blooming sixteen, the least 
of whose charms was two or three coffee plantations, some 
hnndlreds of slares, and a soitable garnish of donblooDS, ao- 
eomnlated daring her minority, in the hands of her nncle and 
guardian, the Captain OeneraL All went well with the youDg 
knrers — for such, of course, they were— until Bolus, with his 
naoal frank indiscretion, in a conTcrsation with the Priests 
aTOwed himself a Protestant. Then came trouble. Every 
effnrt was made to oonrort him; but Boluses faith resisted 
the element tongue of the Priest, and the more eloquent eyes 
of Bonna Isabella. The brother pleaded the old friendship 
^Huged a seeming and formal conformity — ^the Captain Oene- 
lal vged the case like a politician — ^the BeSorita like a warm 
and deroted woman. All would not do. The Captain Gene- 
lal finrbade his longer sojourn on the Island. Bolus took 
losfo of the fidr Seliorita : the parting intenriew held in the 
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orange bower, was affecting: Donna Isabella, wididisherelled 
bair, tbrew berself at bis feet; tbe tears streamed from ber 
eyes : in liquid tones, broken hj grief, she implored bim to 
relent, — reminded bim of ber lore, of ber trust in bim, and 
of tbe consequences — ^now not mucb longer to be concealed— 
of that lore and trust ; {** tbougb I protest," Bolus would 
say, " I don't know wbat sbe meant exactly by ikai.^ ^ Gen- 
tlemen," Bolus contmued, " I confess to tbe weakness I wi^ 
rered— but tben my eyes bappened to fall on tbe breast-pin 
witb a lock of my motber's bair — ^I recorcred my courage : 
I sbook ber gently from me. I felt my last bold en earth 
was loosened— my last hope of peace destroyed. Since thai 
hour, my life has been a burden. Yes, gentlemen, you see 
before you a broken man— a martyr to bis Religion. But, 
away with these melancholy thoughts : boys, pass around the 
jorum." And Wiping bis eyes, be drowned the wasting sor- 
row in a long draught of the poteen; and, being much re- 
freshed, was able to carry tbe burden on a little further^— 
videlicet^ to the next lie. 

It must not be supposed that Bolus was destitute of the 
tame rirtue of prudence— or that this was confined to the 
aroidance of tb^ improrident habit of squandering bis 
money in paying old debts. He took reasonably good care 
of his person. He.aToided all unneeessary exposurea, 
chiefly from a patriotic sense, probably, of continuing bis 
good offices to bis country. His recklessness was, Ibr the 
most part, linguaL To bear bim talk, one might suppose 
be held bis earcass.nMrely fiw a target to try guns and 
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Imhres upon; or tluit tlie ImabeM of his life was to draw 
■wn up to ten paces or less, for sheer improTemont in marks- 
flMBship. Sneh exploits as he had gone through with, 
dwarfed the heroes of romance to rery pigmj and sneaking 
proportions. Pistol at the Bridge when ho bluffed at hon- 
cat FlneUen, might hare enyied the swash-bncklcr airs, Orid 
would sometimes put on. But I never could exactly iden- 
tify the place he had laid out for his burying-ground. In- 
deed, I had occasion to know that he declined to und^r- 
stand sereral not tcij ambiguous hints, upon which he 
mighti with as good a grace as OthellO| hare spoken, not to 

• 

usention one or two pressing invitations which his modesty 
led him to refuse. I do not know that the base sense of 
fear had any thing to do with these declinations : possibly 
be might have thought ho had done his share of fighting, 
and did not wish to monopolize : or his principles forbade it 
-»I mean those which opposed his paying a debt : knowing 
he could not cheat that inexorable creditor. Death, of his 
daim, he did the next thing to it; which was to delay and 
shirk payment as long as possible. 

It remains to add a word of criticism on this great Ly- 
rio artist 

In lying, Bolus was not only a successful, but he was a 
wery able practitioner. Like every other eminent artist, he 
brought all his faculties to bear upon his art. Though 
quick of perception and prompt of invention, he did not 
trust himself to the inspirations of his genius for improtni* 
img a lioy when he could well premeditate one. He delibe- 
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rtiely built up the subBtantial nutsonry, rdjing upon th« 
oeeaBion and its acccssoricsi chiefly for embelliBhrneni and 
collateral Bopports : as Burke excogitated the wore solid 
parts of his great Bpeeches, and left unprepared onlj the il- 
lustrations and fancy-work. 

Boluses manner was, like erery truly great man's, his 
own. It was excellent He did not come blushing up to a 
lie, SB some otherwise Tciy passable liars do, as if he were 
making a mean compromise between, his guilty passion or 
morbid ranity, and a struggling conscience. Bolus had long 
since settled all disputes with his conscience. He and it 
were on very good terms — at least, if thero was no affection 
between the couple, there was no fuss in the family; or, if 
there were any scenes or angry passages, they were reserrod 
for strict priyaey and ncTcr got out My own opinion is, 
that he was as destitute of the article as an ostrich. Thus 
he came to his work brayely, oheerfully and composedly. 
The delights of composition, inyention and narration, did 
not fluster his style or agitato his delirery. He knew how, 
* in the tumult of passion, to assume the '' temperance to giro 
it smoothness." A lie nerer ran away with him, as it is apt 
to do with young performers : he could always manage and 
guide it; and to hare seen him fairly mounted, would hare 
gifon you some idea of the polished elegance of D'Orsay, 
and the superb mena^ of Hurat There is a tone and maa« 
Mr of narration different from those used in delirering ideas 
Just eoneeired ; just as there is a difference between the 
sound of the roioe in reading and in q^eakiiif . Boluf knew 
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iUgf and pneiiBed on it When he was namiing, he pnt 
Ibe fiiels in order, and aeemed to apeak them oni of his 
menorj; bat not formallji or as if bj rote. He wonldstop 
hnaself to eorreet a date; reeoUeet he was wrong— he was 
tkai jear at the White Snlphor or Saratoga, &e. : having 
got the date ri^t, the names of persons present would be 
iaeoneet^ &e. : and these he eorreeted in torn. A stranger 
hearing him, wonld haye feared the marring of a good story 
hj too fiutidions a oonseientionsness in the narrator. 

His seal in pursuit of a lie under diffioultieSi was re- 
sarkable. The soeiety around him — if such it eould be 
called—- was hardlj fitted, without some prerious prepara- 
tion, for an immediate introduction to Almack^s or the clas- 
lie preeincts of Gore House. The manners of the nation 
were rather plain than ornate, and candor rather than polish, 
predominated in their conrersation. Bolus had need of 
■omo forbearance to withstand the interruptions and oross- 
eiaminations, with which his rcTelations were sometimes re- 
cetred. But he possessed this in a remarkable degree. I 
recollect, on one occasion, when he was giying an account of 
a proTidential escape he was signallj farored with, (when 
boarded bj'a pirate off the Isle of Pines, and he pleaded ma- 
sonry, and gare a sign he had got out of the Disclosures of 
Horgany) Tom Johnson interrupted him to say that he had 
heard thai before, (which was more than Bolus had erer 
done.) B. immediately rejoined, that he had, he belieyed, 
ghren him| Tom, a running sketch of the incident. " Ra- 
ther," said Tom, ** I think, a /yivsketcL" iSolus scarcely 
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smiledi aa ho replied, thai Tom was a wag, and oouldn*t help 
torniDg the moat aerioua things into jests ; and went on with 
his osnal brillianoj, to finish the narratiye. Bolos did not 
OTorerowd his eanras. His figures were neTcr eonfosed, 
and the subordinates and aoeessories did not withdraw at- 
tention from the main and snbstantiTo lie. He nerer sqoan- 
dercd his lies profusely : thinking, with the poet, that 
" bounteous, not prodigal, is kind Nature's hand," he kept 
the golden mean between penuriousness .and prodigality; 
nerer stingy of his lies, he was not waateful of them, but 
was rather forehanded than pushed, or embarrassed, hayingi 
usually, fictitious stock to be freshly put on 'change, when 
he wished to ^ make a raise." In most of his fables, he in- 
culcated but a single leading idea; but contriTcd to make 
the sereral facts of the narratiTC fall in rery gracefully with 
the principal scheme. 

The rock on which many promising young liars, who 
might otherwise hare risen to merited distinction, have split| 
is yanity : this marplot rice betrays itself in the exultatioii 
manifested on the occasion of a decided hit, an exultation 
too inordinate for mere recital, and which betrays author- 
ship; and to betray authorship, in the present barbaric, 
moral and intellectual condition of the world is fatal TruCi 
there seems to be some inconsistency here. Dickens and BuU 
wer can do as much lying, for money too, as they choose, and 
no ote blame them, any more than they would blame a law- 
yer regularly /»W to do it ; but let any man, gifted with the 
same genius, try his hand alii, not deliberalely and in wril- 
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ng^ Imi merely ondlj, and uglj names are giren him, and 
Iw is proaertbcdl Bolua heroicallj suppressed exultation 
0¥er tlie rietories his lies aehiered. 

Alas ! for the heautiful things of Earth, its flowers, its 
mmsets — its lorelj girls — its lies — ^brief and fleeting are 
their date. Lying is a rery delicate aceomplishment It 
anut be tenderly cared for, and jealousy guarded. * It must 
ua% be orerworked. Bolus forgot this salutary caution. 
The people found out his art. Iloweyer dull the commons 
are as to other matters, they got sharp enough after a while, 

. to whatcTer concerns their bread and butter. Bolus not 
hftTing confined his art to political matters, sounded, at last, 

f the depths, and explored the limits of popular credulity. 

I The denixens of this dcgCDerate age, had not the disinterest- 
edness of Prince Hal, who '' cared not how many fed at his 
eost;" they got tired, at last, of promises to pay. The 
I credit system, common before as pump- water, adhering, like 

I the electiTC franchise to CTcry voter, began to take the 

I worldly wisdom of FalstaflTs mercer, and ask security ; and 

' aeeurity liked something more substantial than plausible 
promises. In this forlorn condition of the country, return- 
ing to its savage state, and abandoning the refinements of a 

mripe Anglo-Saxon civilization for the sordid safety of Mex- 
ican or Chinese modes of traffic ; deserting the sweet sim- 
plicity of its ancient truthfulness and the poetic illusions of 
Augustus Tomlinson, for the vulgar saws of poor Bichard 
— ^Bolos, with a sigh like that breathed out by his great pro- 
toijpa after his apostrophe to London, gathered up, one 
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bright moonlight night, his articles of valne, shook the dust 
from his feet, and departed from a land unworthy of his 
longer sojourn. With that delicate consideration for the feel- 
ings of his friends, which, like the politeness of Charles II., 
never forsook him, he spared them the pain of a parting in- 
tcnriewl He left no greetings of kindness ; no messages of 
lore : nor did he ask assurances of their livelj remembrance. 
It was quite unnecessary. In erery house ho had left an 
autograph, in every ledger a souvenir. They will never for- 
get him. Their connection with him will be ever regarded 



^-^*' The grttneti spot 
In memory*! watte." 

Poor Ben, whom he had honored with the last marks of 
his confidence, can scarcely speak of him to this day, with- 
out tears in his eyes. Far away towards the setting sun ho 
hied him„ until, at last, with a hermit^s disgust at the degra- 
dation of the world, like Ignatius turned monk, he pitched 
his tabernacle amidst the smilmg prairies that sleep in ver- 
nal beauty, in the shadow of the San Saba mountains. There 
let his mighty genius rest. It has earned repose. We leave 
Themistocles to his voluntary exile. 
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Did jou erer, retder, get a merciless barrister of the old 
■ehool after yon when you were on your first legs — in the 
callow tenderness of your Tirgin epidermis ? I hope not I 
wiah I oonld say the same for myself; bat I cannot : and 
with the faint hope of inspiring some small pity in the 
breasts of the seniors, I now, one of them myself, give in 
mj liTely experience of what befell me at my first appear- 
anee on the forensic boards. 

I most premise by obsenring that, some twenty years 
ago-HDore or lesa— shortly after I obtained license to prac- 

iiae law in the town of H , State of Alabama, an nn- 

fertnnate client called at my office to retain my scnrioes in 
a edebrated suit for slander. The case stands on record, 
Stepkem O. Bigginboiham ts. CcUed Swink, The afore- 
■aid Caleb, f* greatly envying the happy state and condition 
of faid Stephen," who, " until the grieranoes," &e., " never ' 
kid been taspected of the crime of hcg-stealing," ^., said. 
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** in iho hearing and'prewnoe of ono Samnol Eads and other 
good and worthy eitiiens,*' of and oonceming the plabtiff, 
^* 70a" (the said Stephen meaning) '' are a noted hog thief, 
and stole more hogs than all the wagons in M eonld 
haul off in a week on a turnpike road.*' The wa j I eame to 
be emplojed was this : Higginbotham had retained Frank 
Glendye, a great briok. in '' damage eases," to bring the suit, 
and 0. had prepared the papers, and got the ease on the 
pleadings, ready for trial But, while the ease was getting 
ready, Frank was suddenly taken dangerously drunk, a dis- 
ease to which his eonstitution was subjeet The ease had been 
continued for sereral terms, and had been set for a partiou- 
lar day of the term then going on, to be diq)Osed of finally 
and positively when called. It was hoped that the lawyer 
would recoTcr kii health in time to prosecute the case ; but 
he had continued the drunken fit with the suit The morn- 
ing of the trial came on ; and, on going to see his counsel, 
the client found him utterly prostrate ; not a hope remained 
of his being able to get to the court-house. He was in ool- 
lapse ; a perfect cholera case. Passing down the street, al* 
most in despair, as my good or cril gei^ius .would hare it, 
Higginbotham met Sam Hicks, a tailor, whom I had honored 
with my patronage (as his books chewed) for many years; 
and, as one good turn desenres another— a suit for a suit- 
he, on hearing the predicament H. was in, boldly suggested 
my name to supply the place of the fallen Glendye; adding 
certain assurances and encomiums which did infinite eredit 
to his firiendship and his imsginatioD. 
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I gatliered from mj calnmniatod clieDt, as well as I eoiild| 
tlie fiieU of tbo case, and got a young friend to look me up 
tlie law of slander, to bo rcadj when it should be pat 
tluong^ if it crer did get to the jury. 

The defendant was represented bj old CsDsar Kasm, a 
fiunons man in those days; and well might he be. This 
TmeraUe limb of the law had long practised at the M 
bar, and been the terror of this generation. He was an old- 
time lawyer, the race of which is now fortunately extinct, or 
else the sonriTors " lag superflnous on the stage." He was 
. aiboai sixty-fire years old at the time I am writing of; was 
of stoat baild, and something less than six feet in height 
He dressed in the old-fashioned fair-top boots and shorts ; 
poffled shirt, baff rest, and hair, a grizsly gray, roached up 
flat and stiff in front, and banging down in a qacue behind, 
tied with an eel-skin and pomatumed. He was close shaven 
and powdered every morning ; and, except a few scattering 
grains of snuff which fell occasionally between his nose and 
an old- fashioned gold snuff-box, a speck of dirt was never 
aeen on or about his carefully preserved person, j The tak* 
ing out of his deliciously perfumed handkerchief, scattered 
incense around like the shaking of a lilac bush in full flower. 
His £iee was round, and a sickly florid, interspersed with 
purple spots, overspread it, as if the natural dye of th9 old 
eogniae were maintaining an unequal contest with the decay 
of the vital energies. His bearing was decidedly soldierly, as 
ii had a right to be, he having served as a captain some eight 
jaars befere ho took to the bar, as being the more pugna- 
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eioQB profession. His features, especially the mouth, tamed 
down at the comers like a bulldog*i» or a crescent, and m 
nose perked .up with unutterable scorn and self-conceit, and 
eyes of a sensual, bluish gray, that seemed to bo all light 
and no heat, were ncTcr pleasing to the opposing side. In 
his way, old Kasm was a very polite man. WbencTcr ho 
chose, which was when it was his interest, to be polite, and 
"when his blood was cool and -he was not trying a law case, ho 
would hare made Chesterfield and Beau Brammel i^hamed 
of themselves. He knew all the gymnastics of mannersi 
and all forms and ceremonies of deportment; but there was 
no more soul or kindness in the manual he went through, 
than in an iceberg. His politeness, however seemingly 
deferential, had a frost-bitten air, as if it had lain out over 
night and got the rheumatics before* it came in ; and really, 
one felt less at ease under his frosen smiles, than under any 
body else^s frowns. 

He was the proudest man I ever saw : he would have 
made the Warwieks -and the Nevilles, not to say the Plan- 
tagenets or ^Ir. Dombey, feel very limber and meek if in* 
troduced into their company ; and selfish to that extent, that, 
if by giving up the nutmeg on his noon glass of toddy, ho 
could have christianised the Burmese empire, millennium 
never would come for him. 

How far back he traced his lineage, I do not remembelr, 
.but he had the best blood of both worlds in his veins ; sired 
high up on the paternal side by some Prince or Duke, and 
dammed on the mothor's by one or two Po ea hootasea, Of 
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from tliifly ha mm a Tiigbian, tad Uio only one I 
«¥«r know dial did not ^ota ihoM ElousiniaQ mysieriesy 
die Besofaitioiia of 1798-99. He did not He was a Fed- 
cndisti and denounced Jeffcnon aa a low-flung demagegne, 
and HadiaoB as his tool He bragged largely on Virginia, 
ibomgh — he was not eeeenirie on this point — bat it was the 
Yiiginla of Washington, the Lees, Henryi &e., of whidi he 
boasted. The old dame may take it as a compliment that 
he bragged of heratalL 

The old Captua had a few m^groes, which, with a *de- 
diatng practice, ftimished him a support His credit, in 
eoiiaeqvence of his not haying paid any thing in the shape 
oC a debt for something less than a quarter of a century, 
was rather limited. The property was covered up by a deed 
or other instrument, drawn up by Kasm himself, with such 
infernal artifice and diabolical skill, that all the kwyers in 
the county were not able to decide, by a legal construction 
of its Tarious clauses, who the negroes belonged to, or 
whether they belonged to any body at alL 

He was an inTcterate opponent of new laws, new books, 
BCiwjmen. He would hare rerolutionixed the goremment 
if he could, should a law have been passed, curing defects 
in Indictments. 

Yet he was a friend of strong goremment and strong 
laws: he might approre of a law making it death for a man 
to blow his nose in the street, but would be for rebelling if 
it allowed the indictment to dispense with stating in which 
haadheheUit 
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This eminent barrister was brought up at a time when 
seal for a client was one of the chief virtues of a lawyer-— 
the client standing in the place of truth, justice and decen- 
cy, and monopolizing the respect due to all. He, therefore, 
went into all causes with equal seal and confidence, and took 
all points that could bo raisea with tho same camcstncsa, 
and belabored them with tho same force. lie personated 
the client ju9t as a great a^tor identifies himself with Um 
character he represents on the stage. 

> The faculty ho chiefly employed was a talent for Tituperm* 
tion which would have gained him diatinotion on any theatrOi 
from the village partisan press, down to tho House of Bep- 
resentatives itself. Ho had cultivated yitupei^on bb b 
science, which was like putting guano on the Mississippi bot- 
toms, the natural fertility of his mind for satirical produc- 
tions was so great Ho was as much fitted by temper bb by 
talent for this sort of rhetoric, especially when kept from 
his dinner or toddy by the trial of a case — then an alligator 
whose digestion had been disturbed by tho honui of a billy- 
goat taken for lunch, was no mean iype of old Bar KbsA 
(as the wags of tho bar called him, by nickname, formed 
by joining the last syllable of his christian, or rather, hei^ 
then name, to his patronymic).* After a ease began to grow 
interesting, the old fellow would get fully stirred up. He 
grew as quarrelsome as a little bull terrier. Ho Bnapped ai 
witnesses, kept up b constant snarl at the eounscli and 
growled, at intervala, at the judge, whom, whoever he waa, 

he eonaidered bb ex ofieio, his natural enemy, and bo regard* 

2 
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ei ewerj thing got from him m so much wrong from sn ui- 
wflUng witness. 

B«t his fgntX forte was in cross-examining a witness. His 
coutenanoe was the tctj expression of sneering incredulity. 
Sadi a look of eoM, unsTmpaUiizing, scomfol penetration 
as gkaaied from his eyes of ice and face of brass, is not 
oftcB seen on the human &ee dirine. Scarcely any cyo 
conU meet wndirinkingly that basilisk gase : it needed no 
tnaslalion: the language was plam : "Now yon are swear- 
ing to a lici and 111 catch yon in it in a minute ; *' and then 
the look of surprise whidi greeted each new bnoi stated, as 
if to say, ^ I expected some lying, but really this exceeds 
all my expectations." The meek politeness with which ho 
would address a witness, was any thing but encouraging ; and 
the officious kindness with which he volunteered to remind 
him of a real or fictitious embarrassment, by asking him to 
take his time and not to suffer himself to be confused, as 
fxt as possible from being a relief; while the air of triumph 
tliat lit up his face the while, was too proToking for a saint 
to endure. 

llany a witness broke down under his examination, that 
would hare stood the fire of a masked battery unmoved, and 
maiiy another, Toluble and animated enough in tbr opening 
narratire, " slunk his pitch mightily," when old Kasm put 
Um through on the cross-examination. 

His last look at them as they left the box, was an adver- 
tisement to come back, " and they would hear something to 
their advantage ; " and if they came, they heard it, if hn- 
Huliiy is worth belying at such a price. 



I 




Mr FIRST APPEARAMCE AT TUB BAR. 27 

How it was, that in such a fighting country, old Kasm 
continued at this dangerous business, can only bo under- 
stood, ly those who know tho entiro readiness — ^nay, eager- 
ness of the old gentleman, to do reason to all serious in* 
quirers ; — and one or two results which happened some years 
before the time I am writing of, to say nothing of some tra- 
ditions in the army, eonvini^ed the public, thai his praotico 
was as sharp at the small sword as at the out and thrust of 
professional digladiation. 

Indeed, it was such an evident satisfaetion to the old fellow 
to meet these^ emergencies, which to hinLj^eromerely lirely 
episodes breaking the monotony of the profession, that his 
enemies, out of spite, resolutely refused to gratify him, or 
answer the sneering challenge stereotyped on his counte- 
nance. " Now if you can do any better, supposo you help 
yourself?" So, by common consent, ho was doeted froo 
libeller of the bar. But it was very dangerous to repeal 
after him. 

When he argued a case, you would supposo he had 
bursted his gall-bag — such, not vials but demijohns, of vitu- 
peration as he poured out with a fluency only interrupted 
by a pause to gather, like a tree-frog, the venom sweltering 
under his tongue into a concentrated essence. He could 
look more sarcasm than any body else could express ; and 
in his scornful gase, virtue herself looked like something 
sneaking and oontemptible. Ho could not arouse the nobler 
passions or emotions ; but he oould throw a wet blanket over 
them. It took Frank Glendye and half a pint of good 
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Frendi brand j, to wann tho court-house after old Kasm was 
done speakbg: but tUcy coald do it. 

Mj client was a respectable butcher: his opponent a 
weD-lo-do farmer. On gottiug to tho court-house, I found 
tlie court in session. The clerk was just reading the min- 
vtcsL Mj case — ^I can well speak in the singular — ^was set 
tlie frsi on the docket for that morning. I looked around 
and saw old Kasm, who somehow had found out I was in 
tlio easei with his green bag and half a library of old books 
en the bar before him. The old fellow gave me a look'of 
■lalicioas pleasure— like that of a hungry tiger from his 
lair, cast upon an unsuspecting calf browsing near him. I 
kad tried to put on a bold face. I felt that it would be 
Terj unprofessional to let on to mj client that I was at all 
neared, though mj heart was running down like a jack-screw 
under a heavy wagon. My conscience-— I had not practised 
it away then — ^was not quite easy. I couldn't help feeling 
tbmt it was hardly honest te be leading my client, like Fal- 
Btaff his men, where he was sure to be peppered. But then 
it was my only chance ; my bread depended on it ; and I 
reflected that the same thing has to happen in every lawyer's 
practice. I tried to arrange my ideas in form and excogi- 
tate a speech : they flitted through my brain in odds and 
ends. I could neither think nor quit thinking. I would 
lose myself in the first twenty words of the opening scn- 
tenoe and stop at a particle ; — the trail run clean out. I 
would start it again with no better luck : then I thought a 
iBoinen^ of the disgrace of a dead break-down; and then I 
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iTOuld commcnco again with "gentlemen of the jury," &C| 
and go on as before. 

At length the judge signed the minutes and took up the 
doeket : '' Special ease — Higginbotham vs. Swink : Slander. 
Mr. Glendje for plff. ; Mr. Kasm for deft. Is Mr. O. in 
eourt ? Call him, Sherifil" The sheriff called three times. 
He might as well have called the dead. No answer of 
course came. Mr. Kasm rose and told tho court that he 
was sorry his brother was too much (stroking his chin and 
looking down and pausing) indisposed, or otherwise engaged, 
to attend the case ; but he must insist on its being disposed oi^ 
&e. : the court said it would be. I then spoke up (though 
my voice seemed to mo very low down and Tory hard to gel 
up), that I had just been spoken to in tho cause : I belierod 
we were ready, if tho cause must be then tried ; but I should 
much prefer it to be laid orer, if the court would consent| 
until the next day, or even that erening. Kasm protested ve- 
hemently against this; reminded the court of its peremptory 
order; referred to the former proceedings, and was going on 
to discuss tho wholo merits of the ease, when he was interrupt- 
ed \}j the judge, who, turning himself to me, remarked thai 
ho should be happy to oblige me, but that he was precluded 
by what had happened : he hoped, however, that tho counsel 
on the other side would extend tho desired indulgence ; to 
which Kasm immediately rejoined, that this was a case in 
which he neither asked favors nor meant to give them. So 
the case had to go on. Several members of the bar had 
their hats in hand, ready to leave the room when the casa 
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called up; bat seeing that I was in it alone, suffered 
their enriositjr to get the better of other engagements, and 
■tmid to see it oat; a eireomstance which did not diminish 
■ij trepidation in the least. 

I had the witnesses called np, posted mj client behind 
BM in the bar, and pat the case to the jury. The defendant 
had pleaded jostification and not gailtj. I got along pret^ 
weO, I thoeght, on the proofs. The cross-examination of old 
KasM didn't seem to mo to hurt any thing — thongh he 
qmhbled, misconstraed, and ballied mightily; objected to 
all my qoestions as leading, and all the witnesses' answers 
as irrele¥ant: bat the judge, who was a Tcry cloTcr sort of a 
man, and who didn't like KaKm much, helped me along and 
oincr the bad places, occasionally taking the examination 
lumself when old Kasm had got the statements of the wit- 
ness in a fog. 

I had a strong case ; the plaintiff showed a good charac- 
ter : that the lodge of Masons had refused to admit him to 
fellowship until he could clear up these charges : that the 
Hethodist Church, of which he was a class-leader, had re- 
qured of him to have these charges judicially settled : that 
be had offered to satisfy the defendant that they were false, 
nnd proposed to refer it to disinterested men, and to be sat- 
isfied — if they decided for him — to receire a written retrac- 
tion, in which the defendant should only declare he was mis- 
taken ; that the defendant refused this proffer and reiterated 
the ehargcs with increased bitterness and aggravated insult; 
thai the doflandant had suffered in reputation and credit ; 
that the defendant declared he meant to run him off and 
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bay Lis land at his (defendant's) own price ; and that do* 
fendant was rieh, and often repeated his slanders at pablio 
meetings, and once at tho church door, and finally HO10 jus- 
tified. 

Tho defendant's testimony was weak : it did not contro- 
Tcrt tho proof as to tho speaking of tho words, or tho mat- 
tors of aggravation. Many witnesses wore examined as to 
tho character of the plaintiff; but thoso against us only re- 
ferred to what they had heard since the slanders, czeept one 
who was unfriendly. Some witnesses spoke of butchering 
hogs at night, and hearing them squeal at a late hour at tho 
plaintiff's slaughter house, and of tho dead hogs they had 
seen with various marks, and something of hogs having been 
stolen in the neighborhood. 

This was about all the proof. 

The plaintiff laid his damages at $10,000. 

■ 

I rose to address the jury. By this time a good deal 
of the excitement had worn off The tremor left, only gave 
mo that sort of feeling which is rather favorable than other- 
wise to a public speaker.* 

I might have made a pretty good out of it| if I had > 
thrown myself upon tho merits vf my case, acknowlodgod 
modestly my own inexperience, plainly stated tho evidence 
and tho law, and let the case go— reserving myself in the 
conclusion for a splurge^ if J chose to make one. But the 
cvil^nius that presides over the first bantlings of all law- 
yerlings, would have it otherwise. The eitisens of tho town 
and those of the oountry, then in the village, had gathered 
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ia great munbcn into tho oonrthouse to hear tho speeefacs , 
and I could not miss such an opportnnitj for display. 

Looking over the jury I foond them a plain, matter-of- 
€aei looUng set of fellows ; bat I did not note, or probably 
a fact or two abont them, whieh I found oat after- 



I started, as I thooght, in pretty good style. As I went 
01I9 howerer, my fkney began to get the better of my jadg- 
BM&i. Argument and common sense grew tame. Poetry 
and declamation, and, at last, pathos and fiery inTeotive^ 
took tkdr place. I grew as quotatious as Bichard Swivel- 
ler. EDiakspeare suffered. I quoted, among other things 
of less Talue and aptness, ** Ho who steals my purse steals 
trash," &e. I spoke of the woful sufferings of my poor 
client, almost heart-broken beneath the weight of the terriblo 
persecutions of his enemy : and, growing bolder, I turned 
on old Kasm, and congratulated the jury that the genius of 
alander had found an appropriate defender in the genius of 
chicane and malignity. I complimented the jury on their 
paUenco— on their intelligeneo— on their estimate of the 
Taloe of character; spoke of the public expectation— of that 
feeling outside of the box which would welcome with thun- 
dering plaudits the righteous verdict tho jury would render ; 
and wound up by declaring that I had never known a case 
of slander so aggravated in tho course of my practice at 
that bar ; and felicitated myself that its grossncss and bar- 
barity justified my client in relying upon even the youth and 
inezperienee of an unpractuwd advocate, whoso poverty of 
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resources was unaided by opportunities of previous prepara- 
tion. Much more I said tliat happily lias now escaped mo. 

When I concluded Sam Hicks and one or two other 
friends gave a faint sign of applause— but not enough to 
make any impression. 

I obsenred that old Kasm held his head down when I 
was speaking. I entertained the hope that I had cowed 
him I His usual port wis that of eynical composure, or 
bold and brasen defiance. It was a special kindness if he 
only smiled in, covert scorn : that was his most amiablo ex* 
pression in a trial. 

But when ho raised up his head I saw tho very devil 
was to pay. His face was of a burning rod. He seemed 
. almost to choke with rage. His eyes were blood-shot and 
flamed out fire and fury. His queue stuck out behind, and 
shook itself stiffly like a buffalo bulPs tail when ho is about 
making a fatal plunge. I had struck him between wind and ^ 
water. There' was an audacity in a stripling like mo beard- 
ing him, which infuriated him. Ho meant to massacre m« 
—and wanted to be a long time doing it It was to bo a 
regular auto dafL I was to bo tho representative of tha 
young bar, and to expUto his malice against alL Tho court 
adjourned for dinner. It met again after an hour's recess. 

By this time the public interest, and especially that of 
the bar, grew very great There was a rush to tho privi- 
leged seats, and the sheriff had to command order^— >tlia 
shuffling of feet and the pressure of the crowd forward was 
■0 great 

• V 
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I took mj leai within the bar, looked around with an 
ngeetation of indifference ao beljing the perturbation within, 
thai the aame power of aoting on the stage would hare made 
wtj fotone on thai theatre. 

Kami roae— took a glaas of water : hii hand trembled a 
little— I eould aee that; took a pboh of snuff, and led off 
in a Toiee slow and measured, but slightly:— yery slightly— 
tieBulousL By a strong effort he had reeoTorcd his oompo- 
The bar was surprised at his calmness. They all 
it was afiiDcted ; but they wondered that he amid affect 
itw Nobody was deceived by it We felt assured « it was 
the torrent^s smoothness ere it dash below." I thought he 
would come down on me in a tempest, and flattered myself 
it would soon be over. Bat malice is canning. He had no 
idea of letting me off so easily. 

He commenced by saying that he had been son^o years 
in the practice. He would not say lie was an old man : that 
would be in bad taste, perhaps. The young gentleman who 
had just closed his remarkable speech, harangue, poetic cffa- 
aion, or rigmarole, or whatever it might be called, if, indeed, 
any name could be safely given to this motley mixture of 
ineongruous slang — the young gentleman evidently did not 
think he was an old man ; for he could hardly have been 
guilty of such rank indecency as to have treated age with 
•ueh disresMct — he would not say with such insufferable im- 
pertinence : and yet, '^ I am " he continued, " of age enongh 
to reeolleet, if I had charged my memory with so inconstd- 
cndble an event, the day of hii birth, and then I was in full 
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practice in this ooorthoasc I confess, though, gentlemen, I 
am old enough to remember the period when a youth's first 
appearance at the bar was not signalixed by impertinence to- 
wards his seniors ; and when public opinion did not think 
flatulent bombast and florid trash, picked out of fifth-rato 
romances and namby-pamby rhymes, redeemed by tlio up* 
start sauciness'of a raw popinjay, towards the experienced 
members of the profession ho disgraced. And yet, to some 
extent, this ranting youth may be right : I am not old in 
that sense which disables me from defending myself hare by 
words, or elsewhere^ if need be, by blows : and that, this 
young gentleman shall' right well know before I have done 
with him. You will bear in mind, gentlemen, that what I 
say is in self-defence-;— that I did not begin this quarrel-* 
that it was forced on mo ; and that I am bound by no re- 
straints of courtesy, or of respect, or of kindness. Lei 
him charge to the account of his own rashness and rudenoaSi 
whatever ho receives in return therefor. 

<' Let me retort on this youth that ho is a worthy advo- 
cate of his butcher client Ue fights with the dirty weapons 
of his barbarous trade, and brings into his speech the reek- 
ing odor of his client's slaughter-house. 

''Perhaps something of this congeniality commendod 
him to the notice of his worthy client, and to this, his first 
retamer : and no wonder, for when we heard his vehement 
roaring, we might have supposed his client had brought his 
most unruly bull-calf into court to defend him, had not the 
iuatt«r of the roaring soon oonvineed us the animal was 
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remarkiblo for tbo length of hia ciin, than eren tho 
power of his lungs. Perhaps tho young gentleman has ta- 
ken his retainer, and contracted for butchering my client on 
the same terms as his client contracts in his line^that is, 
on the shares. But I think, gentlemen, he will find the eon- 
traei a more dirty than profitable job. Or, perhaps, it might 
sot be uncharitable to suggest that his client, who seems to 
be pretty well up to tho bumness if waving ollicr peopUs ha* 
COM, may have desired, as far as possible, to save his own ; 
and, therefore turning from members of tho bar who would 
liaTO charged him for their senrices according to their ralue, 
took this occasion of getting off some of his stale wares \ 
tor has not Sbakspcare said — (the gentleman will allow mc 
to quote Sbakspcare, too, while jct his reputation survives 
his barbarous mouthing of the pectus words) — ^lio knew an 
attorney ' who would defend a cause for a starved hen, or 
leg of mutton fly-blown.' I trust, however, whatever was 
the contract, that the gentleman will make his equally wor- 
thy client stand up to it ; for I should like, that on one oc- 
casion it might be said the excellent butcher icas made to 
pay for his swine. 

" I find it difficult, gentlemen, to reply to any part of the 
young man's effort, except his argument, which is the small- 
eat part in compass, and, next to his pathos, the most amus- 
ing. His figures of speech are some of them quite good, 
and havo been so considered by the best judges for the lasl 
thooaand years. I must confess, that as to these, I find nc 
other fiMili than that they were badly applied and ridieu- 
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« 

lonnlj pronounced ; and this farther fault, that tbcj have 
bocomo so eommon-plaee by constant use, that, unless some 
now ramping or felicity of application be gtren thorn, they 
tire nearly as much as his original matter — viddicH^ that 
matter which being more ridiculous than wo erer heard be- 
fore, carries internal eriden'U) of its being his own. Indeed, 
it was ncrer hard to tell when the gentleman recurred to 
his own ideas. He is like a cat-bird — tho only intolerable 
discord she makes being her own notes — though she gets on 
well enough as long as she copies and cobbles tho songs of 
other warblers. 

'< But, gentlemen, if this young orator^s argument wa« 
amusing, what shall I say of his pathos ? What faroo erer 
equalled the fun of it? Tho play of ' Tho Liar' probably 
approaches nearest to it, not only in tho humor, but in tbo 
reraeious character of the incidents from which the humor 
comes. Such a face— so woe-begono, so whimpering, as if tbo 
short period since he was flogged at school (probably ia 
refercnoe to thoso eggs falsely charged to the hound puppy) 
had neither obliterated the remembrance of his jurenile afllie* 
tlon, nor tho looks ho bore when he ondured it 

<' There was something exquisite in his picture of tho 
woes, the wasting grief of his disconsolate client, tho butcher 
Uigginbotham, mourning— his Bachcl mourned for her ehil* 
dren — ^for his character because U was not, Gentlomen, 
look at him 1 Why he weighs twelro stone fiour / lie has 
throe inches of fat on his ribs this minute I He would main 
as many links of sausage as any hog that erer squealed ml 
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■udMighi m Us sUnghter pen, and hts lard enough in htm 
to eook it alL Look tA his face I why, his chops remind a 
hmagtj man of jowls and greens. If this is a shadow, in 
the aame of propriety, why didn't ho show himself, when in 
at the last Fair, heside the Kcntncky ox ; that were a 
honest way of making a living than stealing hogs. 
B«t Hig is pining in grief 1 I wonder the poetic yoath— 
kis learned oonnsel— did not quote Shakspeare again. ' He 
ncTcr loU hb* — ^woe — ^'but let eoneealment, like the worm 
i' the bod, prey on his damask choeL' He looked like 
Patience on a monument smiling at grief— or beef I should 
railier say. But, gentlemen, probably I am wrong; it may 
be that this tender-hearted, scnsitirc butcher, was loan be- 
f<»rey\uid like Falstaff, throws the blame of his fat on sorrow 
and sighing, which 'has puffed him up like a bladder.' 
(Here Higginbotham left in disgust) 

** There, gentlemen, ho goes, ' larding the lean earth as 
he walks along.' Well has Doctor Johnson said, ' who kills 
fat oxen should himself be fat' Poor Hig 1 stuffed like one 
<»f his own blood-puddings, with a dropsical grief which 
nothing short of ten thousand dollars of Swink's money can 
€oie. Well, as grief pufis him up, I don't wonder that 
■othing but depleting another man can cure him. 

''And now, gentlemen, I come to the blood and thunder 

p«ri of this young gentleman's harangue : empty and rapid ; 

words and nothmg else. If any part of his rigmarole was 

wiadier than any other part, this was it He turned him- 

wdf ioio • SBudl easeade, making a great deal of noise to 
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make a groat deal of froth; taiubling; roaring; foaming; 
the shallower it ran all the noiaicr it seemed. He fretted 
and knitted his brows; he beat the air and he Toeiferated, 
always emphasizing the meaningless words most loudly; 
he puffed, swelled oat and blowed off, until ho seemed 
like a new bellows, all brass and wind. Uow he mouthed it 
— as those Tillainous stage players ranting out fustian in a 
bam theatre, mimicking — * Who steals my purse, steals trash.' 
(I don't deny it) "Tis something,' (query?) 'nothbg,' 
(exactly.) "Tis mine; 'twas his, and has been slaro to 
thousands — ^but ho who filches from mo my good name, robs 
me of that which not enricheth him,' (not in the least,) ' bul 
makes me poor indeed ; ' (just so, but whether any poorer 
than before he parted with the encumbranee, is another mat- 
ter.) 

But the young gentleman refers to his youth. He ought 
not to reproach us of maturer age in that indirect way : no <mo 
would have Suspected it of him, or him of it, if he had not 
told it : indeed, from hearing liim speak, we were prepared 
to give him credit for almost any kfigth of can. But does 
nt)t the youth remember that Grotius was only serentoen 
when he was in full practice, and that ho was Attorney Gen« 
eral at twenty-two ; and what is Grotius to this greater light? 
Not the burning of my smoke house to the conflagration of 
Moscow I 

<^ And yet, young Grotius tells us in the next breath, thai 
he never knew such a slander in the course of his practice ? 
Wonderful, indeed I seeing that his practice has all beea 
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^<^ ^^^ •^ 



i*3b^ Ok\^ ••** bonrs. Why, to hear him talk, you 

^^^Y^ ««i^'»^^v^ ^ was an old Continental lawyer, grown 

^^^ in *!*• -y ^ H-i-s p-r-a-c-t-i-e-e I Why he is just in 

Us ^<cg^ ^^^ ^ ^* clothes I His P&acticb II But I don't 

^oodr*' ^^ ^ ***« absurdity of sueh talk. How long 

^0^s it i*^ ^^ ^ the eanine tribe, after birth, to open his 

1 
a 0a ts^^i too, of outside influenecs ; of the ptMic ex- 

pectstiiT^*! ^'^ '^ that sort of demagoguism. I obsenred 
no eridfiiioe of any great popular demonstrations in his favor, 
^ T»^#>M it be a tailor I saw stamping his feet ; but whether 
thai was because he had sat, cross-legged so long he wanted 
ezerase,or was rejoicing because he had got orders for a new 
wmt^ or a prospect of payment for an old onc^ the gentleman 
can possibly tell better than I can. (Here Uicks left.) How- 
cTCTy if this case u to be decided by the populace Itcrc, the 
gentleman will allow vie the benefit of a writ of error to the 
regimental muster, to be held, next Friday, at Reinhert^s Dis- 
taUery. 

" But, I suppose he meant to frighten you into a verdict, 
by intimating that the mob, frenzied by his eloquence, would 
tear you to pieces if you gave a verdict for defendant ; like 
the equally eloquent barrister out AVcst, who, concluding a 
case, said, ' Gentlemen, my client are as innocent of stealing 
that eotUng as the Sun at noonday, and if you give it agin 
hiBi his brother, Sam Ketchins, next muster, wUl maul eve- 
ry mother's son of you.' I hope the Sheriff will see to his 
daty and keep the crowd from you, gentlemen, if you shpuld 
pfvusTordietl 
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*' Bat, gentlemen, I am tired of winnowing ehaff ; I liavo 
not had the reward paid by Gratiauo for sifting his discourite : 
the two grains of wheat to the bnsheL It is all froth — all 
wind — ^all bubble." 

Kaam left me hero for a time, and tamed npon my client. 
Poor Iligginbotham caaght it thick and heavy. He wooled 
him, then skinned him, and then took to skinning off the un- 
der cuticle. Hig never skinned a beef so thoroughly, llo 
put together all the facts about the witnesses' hearing the 
hogs squealing at night ; the different marks of the hogs ; tho 
losses in the neighborhood; perrcrted tho testimony and 
supplied omissions, until you would suppose, on hearing him, 
that it had been fully proved that poor Hig had stolen all 
the meat he had ever sold in the market He asseverated 
that this suit was a malicious conspiracy betweco the Mctho* 
dists and Masons, to crush his client. But all thb I leav« 
out, as not bearing on the main subject — ^myseUl 

He came back to me with a renewed appetite. He said 
he would conclude by paying his valedictory respects to his 
juvenile friend — as this was tho last timo ho ever expected 
to have the pleasure of meeting him. 

" That poetio young gentleman had said, that by your 
▼erdiot against his client, you would blight for ever his repii« 
^tion and that of his family — ^ that you would bend down 
tlio spirit, of his nunly son, and dim tho radiance of his bloom* 
^'^ danghter's beauty.' Very pretty, upon my word I Bal^ 
CJuUomen, not so fine — not so poetical by half, as a precious 
of poetiy which adorns the oolumns of the rillago 
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■ewspAper, bearing tbe initiala J. C. B. As Uiia admirablo 
prodaetion luui excit4Ml a great deal of applanso in the nnr- 
Benet and boarding schoola, I mnat beg to read it ; not for 
llio inatmetion of the gentleman, he has already seen it ; but 
for the entertainment of the Jury. It ia addreaaed to B*** 
B***y a yoong lady of thia place. Here it goea." 

Judge my horror, when, on looking up, I aaw him take an 
old newspaper from hia pocket, and, pulling down hia apec- 
tades, begin to read off in a atage-actor atylc, aome Tcraea I 
iHid written for Boae Bell'a Album. Boao had been worry- . 
ing me for aome time, to write her aomothing. To got rid 
of her importunitiea, I had aeribbled off a few linea and cop- 
ied them in the procioua yolume. Boao, tho little fool, 
took them for aomething very clorcr (she never had more 
than a thimbleful of braina in her doll-baby head) — and waa 
BO tickled with them, that ahe got her brother, Bill, then 
about fourteen, to copy them off, as well as he could, an^ 
take them to the printing office. Bill threw them under the 
door; the printer, as big a fool as either, not only published 
thcBA, but, in his infernal kindness, puffed them in some criti- 
cal commendations of his own, referring to '' the gifted, au- 
thor,'* as " one of the most promising of tho younger mem- 
bers of our bar.*' 

The fun, by this time, grew fast and furious. ThiLfifll^- 

tij people, who have about as much sympathy for a young 

town lawyer, badgered by an older one, as for a young cub 

baBot hj cars; and who hare about as much idea or respect 

Ibr poetry, as for witchcraft, joined in the mirth with great 
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glcc. They crowded around old Ka«m, and stampod and 
roared as at a circus. The Judge and Sheriff in vain tried 
to keep order. Indeed, his honor smiietl oai hud once or 
twice ; and to cover his retreat, pretended to cough, and fined 
the Sheriff &vo dollars for not keeping silence in court Even 
the old Clerk, whose immemoruil pen behind his right ear, 
had worn Iho hair from that side of his head, and who had 
not smiled in court for twenty years, and boasted that Pat- 
rick Ilenry oouldn*t disturb him in making up a judgment 
entry, actually turned his chair from the desk and pni down 
his pen : afterwards he put his hand to his head Uiroo timet 
in search of it ; forgetting, in his attention to old Kasm, what 
he had done with it 

Old Kasm went on reading and commenting by tuma. I 
forget what the ineffable trash was. I wouldn^t recollect ii 
if I could. My equanimity will only stand a phraso or two 
that still lingers in my memory, fixed there by old Kasm*s 
ridicule. I had said something about my " bosom's angaish** 
—about the passion that was consuming me ; and, to iUua- 
trate it, or to make the line jingle, put in somethuig about 
" Egypt's Queen taking the Asp to her bosom '*— whioh, for 
the sake of rhyme, or metro, I oallod '' the venomous worm'' 
—how the confounded thing was* brought in, I noithor know 
nor want to know. When old Kasm came to that, ho said 
ho fully appreciated what the young bard said— ho boliovod 
it He spoke of venomous tcorfns. Now, if he (Kasm) might 
presume to give the young gentleman advice, he would ro» 
commend Swam's Patent Vermifuge. He had no doubt thai 
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it woald cffeeinallj cure him of his malady, his love, and latot, 
but not least, of his rhymes — ^which would be the happiest 
passage in his eventful history. 

I oonldn^t stand it any longer. I had borne it to the last 
point of hnman endoranee. When it eame only to skinning,' 
I WIS there; bat when he showered down aquafortis <^n the 
raw, and then seemed disposed to rub it in, I fled. Mii^ 
entpij ewuL The last thing I heard was old Kasm ealling 

baek| amidst the shouts of the audidence— but no more. 



The next information I receired of the ease, was in a let- 
ter that came to me at Natches, my new residence, from . 
Hicks, about a month afterwards, telling me that the jury (on 
which I should have stated old Kasm had got two infidels 
and four anti-masons) had given in a verdict for defendant': 
.that before the court adjourned, Frank Glcndye had got so- 
ber, and moved for a now trial, on the ground that the ver- 
dict was against evidence, and that the plaintiff had not had 
justice, hy reason of tlie vtcompctency of his counsel^ and the 
abandonment of his cause ; and that he got a new trial (as 
well he should have done). 

I learned through Ilicks, some twelve months later, that 
the case had been tried ; that Frank Olendye had made one 
of his greatest and most eloquent speeches ; that Glcndye 
had joined the Temperance Society, and was now one of the 
soberest and most attentifc men to business at the bar, and 
was at the head of it in practice ; that Higginbotham had 
recovered a verdict of $2000, and had put Swink in for $500 
besides. 
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Hicks* letter gare me, too, the mclapuJioiy intelligence of 
id Kasm^s death. Ho had died in an apoplectic fit, in the 
M>urt house, while abusing an old preacher who had testified 
against him in a crim, con, case. He .enclosed the procoed- 
ings of a bar meeting, in which '' the melancholy dispensation 
which called our beloved brother hence while in the active 
discharge of his duties,*' was much deplored ; but, with a pi- 
ous resignation, which was greatly to be admired, " they sub* 
mitted to the will,*' &c., and, with a confidence old Kasm 
himself, if alive, might have envied, *^ trusted he had gone to 
a better and brighter world," &e., &c., which carried the doe- 
trine of Universalism as far as it could well go. They con- 
cluded by resolving that the bar would wear crape on the left 
arm for thirty days. I don't know what tho rest did, I 
didn't. . Though not mentioned in his will, he had left ma 
something to remember him by. Bright be tho bloom and 
sweet the fragrance of the thistles on his grave I 

Reader I I eschew^ genius from that day. I took to ae* 
counts ; did up every species of paper that came into my ofiioo 
with a tape string; had pigoon holes for all the bits of paper 
about me ; walked down the street aa if I were just going to 
bank and it wanted only five minutes to three o'clock; got 
me a green bag and stuffed it full of old newspapers, care- 
fully folded and labelled ; read law, to fit imaginary eases, 
with 'groat industry; dunned one of the wealthiest men in the 
city for fifty cents ; sold out a widow for a twenty dollar debt| 
and bought in her things myself, publicly (and gave them 
back to her seoreUyi afterwards) ; associated only wifji ddii* 
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fliati^ broken and Berried meii| and diaeiuaed iiiTestmeiita 
and slodn; iooii got into bvaben; looked wiae and diook 
mj kead wken I was oonsoltod, and passed for a ^ powerful 

• 

good jadge of law;" eonfirmed the opinion bj reading, in 
cowl^ all tke books and papers I oonld lay my bands on, and 
daariilg on* Ike eoari4M>ase by knm-druni detailsi eommoii- 
plnoo and statistieS| wkenerer I aude a s p eee k at Ike bar— 
and thai^ bj Ikis eoorse of tkingSi aa aUe to write from ifiy 
jrfmrtflljoa, tkis menorabk kistofy of tke M of jfeimif 
ItoBiooofsokmAkBbifgl J.O.B. 
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THE BENCH AND THE BAR. 

In the month of March, a. d., 1836, the writer of these 

faithful chronicles of Uw-doings in the South West, dulj 
equipped for forensic warfare, having perused nearly the whole 
of Sir William Blackstone^s Commentaries on the Laws of 
England, left behmd him the red hills of his natire TillagOi 
in the ralley of the Shenandoah, to seek his fortune. lie 
turned his horse's head to the setting sun. His loyalty 
to the Old Dominion extorts the explanation thai his was 
no Toluntary expatriation. He went under the compulsion 
which produced the author's book — ** Urged by hunger and 
request of friends." The gentle momentum of a female slip- 
per, too, it might as well bo eonfcssed, added its moral sua- 
sion to the more pressing urgencies of breakfast, dinner and 
supper. To the South West he started because magnificent 
aocounts came from that sunny Iknd of most cheerbg and ex- 
hilarating prospects of fussing, quarrelling, murdering, yiola* 
tion of contracts, and the whole catalogue of crimen faUir^ 
in fine, of a flush tide of litigation in all of its departments, 
eiTil andoriminaL It was extolled u a legal Utopia, peopled 
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hj a r«ee of eager litigants, only waiting for the lawyers to come 
on and diride out to them the shells of a boantifal system of 
aqnabblbg: a California of Law, whose surface strife only 

^ indicated the Tast pfacers of legal dispute waiting in untold 
profusion, the presence of a few craftsmen to bring out the 
cmde suits to some forum, or into chancery for trial or essay. 
He resigned prospects of great brilliancy at home. His 
fiimily connections were numerous, though those of influence 
Here lawyers themselres^ which made this fiict only contin* 
gently beneficial — ^to vit, the contingency of their dying bo- 
fere him — ^which was a sort of remotissima potentia^ seeing 
they were in the enjoyment of excellent health, the profession 

, being remarkably salubrious in that village ; and seeing fur- 
ther, that, after their death, their influence might be gone, 
l^ot counting,' therefore, too much on this advantage, it was a 
well-ascertained fact that no man of real talent and energy— 
and, of course, every lawyerling has both at the start — ^had 
ever come to that bar, who did not, in the course of five or 
MX years, with any thing like moderate luck, mako expenses, 
and, surviving that short probation on board wages, lay up 
money, ranging from $250 to 8500, according to merit and 
good fortune, per annum. In evidence of the correctness of 
this calculation, it may be added that seven young gentlemen, 
all of fine promise, were enjoying high life— in upper stories 
-^cultivating the cardinal virtues of Faith and Hope in them- 
selves, and the greater virtue of Charity in their friends — 
the only briefs as yet known to them being brief of money 
and brief of credit; their barrenness of firuition in the day 
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time relieTcd by oriental dreams of fairy clients, with fifteen t 
shilling fees in each hand, and glorious ten dollar contingents 
in the perspective, beckoning them on to Fame and Fortune. 
But Poverty, the ruggdd mother of the mnd-uJicrt of all 
times and countries, as poor Peter Peebles so irreverently 
calls our honorablo craft, — ^tho Necessity which knows no 
Law, yet teaches so much of it, tore him from scenes and 
prospects of such allurement "t with the heroism of old Begu* 
lus, ho turned his back upon his country and put all to has- 
ard — videlicet^ a pony valued at $35, a pair of saddle-bags 
and contents, a new razor not much needed at tnai early day, 
and 875 in Virginia bank bills. 

Passing leisurely along through East Tennessee, he was / 
struck with the sturdy independence of the natives, of the 
enervating refinements of artificial society and its concomi- 
tants ; not less than with the patriotic encouragement they 
extended to their own productions and manufactures : the 
writer frequently saw pretty farmers* daughters working bare- 
footed in the field, and his attention was often drawn to the 
number of the distilleries and to evident symptoms of a lib* 
era! patronage of their products. lie stopped at a seat of 
Justice for half a day, while court was in seMion, to witncsi 
the ihanner in which tho nativgs did up judicature ; but with 
the exception of a few cases under a statute of universal au- 
thority and delicacy, ho saw nothing of special interest; and 
these, did not seem to excite much attention beyond the do* 
mestie circle. 

The transition from East Tennessee to Senth Weetem 
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c AUii^«>M nn^ £ag( Minunuppi waa aomethiBg marked. It 
was aooiewhat liko a tuddcn ckange from ** Sleepy Hollow" 
to Um Strand. A man, retailing oniona hy the dosen in 
Wealherafteld, and the same man saddenlj tamed into a 

~ leal eatato broker in San Francisco, would realise the con* 
tiasl between the picayune standard of the one region, and 
Ike wild spendthriftism, the impetuous rush and the magnifi. 
cent seale of operations in the other. 

The writer pitched hb tabernacle on the thither side of 
tlio slate line of Alabama, in the charming Tillage of P., one 
«f the lofcliesl hamlets of the plain, or rather it would be, 
did it not stand on a hilL Gamblers, then a numerous class, 
indadod, the Tillage boasted a population of some Atc bun* 
dred souls ; about a third of whom were single gentlemen who 
Iiad come out on the Taguo errand of seeking their fortune, 
or the more definite one of seeking somebody else^s ; philoso- 
phers who mingled the spirit of Anacreon with the enterprise 
of Astor, and who enjoyed the present as well as laid projects 
for the future, to be worked out for their own profit upon the 
safe plan of some other person^s risk. 

Why he selected this particular spot for his locus in quo, 
lily told. The capital he had iuTCsted in emigration 
nearly expended and had not as yet declared any diTi- 
dend ; and, with natiTC pride, he was ambitious to carry money 
OBOOgh with him to ezcito the hopes of his landlord. Be* 
mdtBf he was willing to trj* his hand on the practice where 
oompetition was not formidable. 

Tho .^ aooommodations " at the ^' Ameriean Hotel " were 
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not sncli as were calculated to beguile a spiritual mind to 
things of sense. The writer has been at the Astor, the Ro- 
yere and the St Charles since, and did not note the rcscm- 
blance. A huge cross-piece, like a gibbet, stood before the 
door — the usual tViift-sign of the country ; and though a verj 
apt device as typifying death, it was not happy in denoting 
the speciOo kind of destruction that menaced the guest The 
yigor of his constitution, however, proved sufficient for the 
trial ; though, for a long time, the contest was dubious. 

In the fall of* the year so scarce were provisions — ^bull- 
beef excepted, which seemed to be every where — that we 
were forced to eat green com, baked or fried with lard, for 
bread ; and he remembers, when biscuits came again, a nad 
wag, Jim Cole, shouted out from the table that he should cer- 
tainly die now, for want of a new bolting cloth to his throat 

A shed for an office procured, the next thing was a li* 
cense ; and this a Circuit Judge was authorised to granti 
which service was rendered by the lion. J. F. T. in a manner 
which shall ever inspire gratitude — jie asking not a single 
legal question ; an eloquent silence which can never bo appre- 
ciated except by those who are unable to stand an ezamin^ 
tioD. 

This egotism over, and its purpose of merely introdueing 
the witness accomplished, tbb narrative will proceed witboui 
further mention of him or his fortunes ; and if any reader 
thinks he loses any thing by this abbreviation, perhaps it will 
be full consolation to him to know that if it proooeded fur- 
ther^ the author might lose a great deal more. 
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Dropping tlie third for the more eonTcnient first 
1m will proceed to giro Bome aeeount of what wm doD 
to Themis in that part of her noisy domain. 



Those were jolly times. Imagine thirty or forty young 
oollected U^ther in a new country, armed with fresh 
which they had got gratuitously, and a plentiful 
aloek of brass which they had got in the natural way ; and 
aUuidiag ready to supply any distressed citisen who wanted 
IsW| with their wares counterfeiting the article. I must eon* 

it looked to me something like a swindle. It was doing 
on the wooden nutmeg, or rather the patent brass- 
dock principle. There wss one consolation : the clients were 
generally as sham as the counsellors. For the most part, 
they were either broke or in a rapid decline. They usually 
pftid us the compliment of retaining us, but they usually re- 
tmined the fee too, a double retainer we did not much fancy. 
Howerer, we got as much as we were entitled to and some- 
thing orer, videficet, as much over as we got at all. The 
most that we made was experience. We learned before long, 
bowerery possible sort of case could be successfully lost; there 
was no way of getting out of court that we had not tested. The 
last way we learned was via a verdict : it was a considerable 
triumph to get to the jury, though it seemed a sufficiently 
easy matter to get away from one again. But the perils of 
the foad from the writ to an issue or issues — for there were 
feoerally sereral of them— were great bdeed. The way was 
iaftftod aad ambashedi with all imaginable points of praotiee, 
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quirks and quibbles, that had strajed off from the litigation 
of every sort of foreign judieature, — that had been succcst* 
fully tried in, or been driven out of, regularly oiganiacd fo- 
rums, besides a smart sprinkling of indigenous growth. Noth- 
ing ifas settled. Chaos had eome again, or rathor, had nerer 
gone awfty. Order, Ileaven^s first law, seemed unwilling to 
remain where there was no- other law to koep it eompany. I 
spoke of the thirty or forty barristers on their first Ic g a ' 
but I omitted to speak of the older members who had had 
the advantage of several years* practice and prcecdeooe. 
These were the leaders on the Circuit They had the law— > 
that is the practice and rulings of the courts-— and kepi it at 
a close monopoly. The earliest information we got of it was 
when some precious dogma was drawn out on us with fatal 
effect. They had conned the statutes for the last fifteen 
years, which were inaccessible to us, and we ocectionallyi 
much to our astonishment, got the benefit of instruction in a 
clause or two of " the act in such cases made and provided *' 
at a considerable tuition fee to be paid by our elienta. Oc* 
casionally, too, a repealed statute was revived for our espeoial 
benefit The courts being forbidden to charge eieept as apo- 
cially asked, took away from us, in a great measure, the pro- 
tection of the natural guardians of our ignorant innooeneo : 
there could be no prayer for general relief, and we did not- 
many of us — ^know how to pray specially, and always ma 
great risks of prejudicing our eases before the jury, by hnT« 
ing instructions refused. It was better to trust to the '*nn* 
covenanted noroies " of the Jury, and risk a doeiaion on Um 
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konesty of the tbing, iban blander along after cbargea. At 
to reacnring points except as a bluff or scarecrow, tbat was a 
thing unheard of : ^ Uio Sapreme Court was a perfect terra in- 
eogniia: we bad all beard there was such a place, as we bad 
heard of Hearen's Cbancery, to which the Accusing Spirit 
took up Undo Tob/s oath, but we as little knew the way tberOi 
as little expected to go there. Out of one thousand 
batehered in oold blood without and with the forms of 

law, not one in tbat first year's practice, erer got to the High 

• 

Court of Errors and Appeals ; (or, as Prentiss called it, the 
Court of High Errors and Appeals.) No wonder we never 
started. How could wo over get tbcm there ? If we had to 
nm a gauntlet of technicalities and quibbles to get a judg- 
nent on " a plain note of hand," in the Circuit Court, Tarn 
O^Sbanter's race through the witches, would be nothing to 
the journey to and through the Supreme Court I It would 
bare been a writ of error indeed^-or rather a writ of many 
errors. This is but speculation, however — we nerer t ried it 
— 4he experiment was too much even for our brass. The 
leaders were a good deal but not generally retained. The 
reason was^they wanted the money, or like Falstaff's mereer, 
good security ; a most uncomfortable requisition with the 
aaass of our litigants. WCf of the local bar trusted — so did 
oar clients : it is hard to say which did the wildest credit 



The leaders were sharp fellows — ^keen as briars— «u /ait 
all trap points— quick to discern small errors— -perfect in 
and ceremonies— very pharisees in ** anise, mmt and 
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cnmmtn— -6tf^ neglecting jwigfnent and the weightier mat' 
ten of the law^ They seemed to think that judicature wit ■ 
a tanyard— -clients skins to be curried — the oourt the niilli [ 



and the thing '' to work on their leather^' with — bark: the 
idea that justice had any thing to do with trying causes, or 
sense had any thing to do with legal principles, nerer seemed 
to occur to them once, as ar possible conception. 

Those ^ere quashing times, and they were the out quask' 
ingest set of follows ever known. They moTod to quash eve- 
ry thing, from a venire to a subpcRna : indeed, I knew one of 
them to quash the whole court, on the ground that the Board 
of Police was bound by law to furnish the building for hold* 
ing the Court, and there was no proof that the building in 
which the court was sitting was so furnished. They usuallyi 
however, commenced at the capiat — and kepi quashing on 
until they got to the forthcoming bond which, being set asidO| 
released the security for the debt, and then, generally, it wai 
no use to quash sLy thing more. In one court, forthcomisg 
bonds, to the amount of some hundred thousands of dollara, 
were quashed, because the execution was written " State of 
Mississippi " — instead of '' tlie State of Mississippi,** the ooa- 
stitution requiring the style of process to be the State of 
Mississippi : a quashing process which vbdieated the ooiifii* 
tution at the expense of the foreign creditors in the autiier 
of these bonds, almost as effectively as a subsoqnont vindiea- 
tion in respect of other bends, about which more elaaor wis 
raised. 

Attaohments were much resorted to, thoro be ii^ aboil 
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Iliai tine as tbc pressure was eomtng on, s liTolj stampede 
to Texas. It became the interest of the debtors and their 
seenrities, and of rival ereditors, to qnash these, and quashed 
ibej were, almost without exception. J. H. was sheriff of 
W., and used to keep a book in which he noted the disposi* 
tioo of the eases called on the docket. . Opposite nearly ctc- 
rj attachment ease, was the brief annotation — ** quaslied for 
the lack of form." This fatality surprised me at first, as the 
statute dedared the attachment law should be liberally con* 
atncd, and gare a form, and the act required only the sub- 
stantial requisites of the form to be obsenrod : but it seems 
the form giren for the bond in the statute, varied materially 
from the requirements of the statute in other portions of the 
aet: and so the circuit courts held the forms to be a sort of 
l^^islaliTC gull trap, by following which, the creditor lost his 
debt 

This ingenious turn for quibbling derived great assistance 
and many occasions of exercise from the manner in which 
business had been done, and the character of the officials who 
did it, or rather who dtduH do it. The justices of the peace, 
probate judges, and clerks, and sheriffs, were not unfrequontly 
in a state of as unsophbticated ignorance of conyontionalitics 
MM could be desired by J. J. Rousseau or any other eulogist 
of the saTage state. The y were all elected by the people, 
who neither knew nor cared whether they were qualified or 

« not. If they were '' good follows *' and wanted the office, 
that u, were too poor and lasy. to support themseWes in any 

other waji that was enougL If poor John Bogers, with 
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nine small chtldron and ono at tho breast, had been in Mia- 
flisaippi instead of Smitkficld, ho oould have got any office bo 
wanted, that is, if ho had quit preaching and taken to treat- 
ing.. The result of these offieial blunders was, tliat about '^ 
every other thing done at all, was done wrong: indeed, the 
only question was as between void mtd voitlMc. Even in 
eapital cases, the convictions were worth nothing — the reeord 
not showing enough to satisfy the High Court that the pris- 
oner was tried in the county, or at the place required by law, 
or that the grand jury were freeholders, &e., of Uio county 
where the offence was committed, or that they had found a 

bill They had pat an old negro, Cupid, in C countyi 

in question for his life, and convicted him tliree times, but 
the conviction never would stick. The last time the jury 
brought him in guilty, he was very composedly eatmg an 
apple. The sheriff asked him how he liked the idea of being 
hung. << Hung,^ said he — '* hung ! You don*t think they 
are going to liang- me, do you ? I don't mind these little 
circuit judges : wait till old Sfiurkey says the word in the 
High Court, and then it will be time enough to be getting 
ready." 

But if quashing was the general order of the day, it was 
the special order when the State docket was taken up. 
Such quashing of indict ments I It seemed as by a euriooa 
display of skill in missing, the pleader never could got an 
bdictment to hold water. I rocoUeet 8., who was prosecut- 
ing pro tern, for the State, convicted a poor Indian of mur- 
dcTi tho Indian having only counsel voluntccriii^ on Ua 
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wmigmmtiai ; 8. tuned ftroand and said with emphaiio eom* 
plaoenej: ** I tell yooi gentlemen, there is a Vitality attend- 
ing my indietmentab" ** Tesi" itgoined B., ^ thej (tre gen* 
cnlly qoashed." 

It was in criminal triak that the joniors flonrished. 
We went bio them with the same feeling of irresponsibility 
that Allen Fairfield went into the trial of poor Peter Pee- 
Ue^s soit vs. Plainstaines', namely — that there was but little 
danger of hurting the case. Any ordinary jury would have 
aieqvitted nine eases out of ten withoat connsers instigatinj; 
tliem thereto— to say nothing of the hnndred ayennes of es- 
cape through informalities and technical points. In fa ct, 
criminals were so unskilfully defended in many instances, 
that the jury had to acquit in spite of the counsel Almost 
any thing made out a case of sdf^iefence — a threat — a quar- 
-«n insult — going armed, as almost all the wild fellows 
did — shootbg from behind a comer, or out of a store doQr, 
I in front or from behind — it was all self-defence I The only 
Y akiU in the matter, was in getting the right sort of a jury, 
^whieh fret could be easily ascertained, either from the gene- 
ral character of the men, or from certain discoveries the 
defendant had been enabled to make in his mingling^among 
** his friends and the public generally," — ^for they were all, 
or nearly all, let out on bail or without it Usually, the 
siheriff, too, was a friendly man, and not inclined to omit a 
kind senrice that was likel/to be remembered with gratitude 
ai the next election. 

The nujor part of criminal <gseS| exoept misdemeanorsi 
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were for killip g, or asstnlti with intent to kill Tli^ wer« 
UBually defended upon points of chiTalrj. Thp iron rules 
of British law were too tyrannical for free Americana, and 
too cold and unfeeling for the hot blood of the sunny south. 
They were denounced accordingly, and practically aoouted 
from Mississippi judieature, on the broad ground that th<^^ 
were unsuitcd to the. genius of American institutions and 
the American character. There was nothing technical in 
this, certainly. 

But if the case was a hopeless or very dangerous one, 
there was another way to get rid of it " Tho world was all 
before " the culprit " where to choose.** The jails were in 
such a condition — generally small log pens— that they lield 
the prisoner very little better than did the indictmoot : finr 
the most part, they helcLnq one but.. Indians, who had no 
friend outside who could help them, and no skill insids to 
prise out. It was a matter of free election for the culprii 
in a desperate cascy whether he would remain in jail or not; 
and it is astonishing how few exercised their priyili^ in 
fsTor of staying. The pains of exile seemed to present no 
stronger b<irs to expatriation, than the jail doors or wii^ 
dows. 

The inefficiency of tho arresting officers, too, was gener- 
ally such that the malefactor could wind up his affairs and 
leaTC before the constable was on his track. If he gare bail, 
there were the chances of breaking tho bond or reoognisaoeei 
and the assurance against injury, deriyed from the fiiei thai 
the reeognisors were already broke. 
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Tke aforesaid leaders carried it with a high hand OTer 
WM Imwjerlings. If thej took nothing bj their false elamor, 
tliej certainly lost nothing bjr sleeping on their rights, or bj 
fulinf to claim all thej were entitled to. What thej oouldn^t 
^ei bj asking the conrt^ they got by sneering and brow-beat- 
m^ It was pleasant to watch the' eoontenances of some of 
tliem when one of vs made a motion, or took a point, or ask- 
ed m qoestion of a witness that they disapproTcd of. They 
ecMdd sseer like Halgroncher, and scold like Madame Gau- 
dle, and hector like Bally Ajaz. 

We had a goodly youth, a little our senior bat more 
their jonior, a goodly youth from the Republio of Soath 
Carolina, Jim T. by name. The elders had tried his mettle : 
he wouldn't fag for them, but stood up to them like a roan. 
When he came to the bar, Sam J. made a motion at him on 
the motion docket, requiring him to produce his original 
book of entries on the trial or be fton suit, (llo had brought 
an action of assumpsit on a blacksmith's account.) When 
the case was called, Sam demanded whether the book was in 
court. Jim told him '' No, and it wouldn't be," and denied 
Us right to call for it ; whereupon, Sam let the motion go, 
joid suffered Jim T. to go on and prove the account and got 
tbcTerdict; a feat worthy of no little praise. Jim was equal 
to any of them in law, knowledge and talent, and superior in 
application and self confidence, if that last could be justly 
eaid of mere homanity. He rode over um rough-shod, but we 
IbffgmTe him for it in consideration of his worrying the elders, 

■tft*^«"(f iqi to the rack. He was the best J iaaregjatLhis 
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age I had ever teen. He had accomplished himself io the 
elegant Hcience uf special pleading, — ^had learned all the arts 
of confusing a case bj all manner of pleas and motionSi and. 
took as much interest in enyeloping a plain suit in all the 
cobwebs of technical defence as Vidocq erer took in laying 
snares for a rogue. He could ** en tangle justice in such m 
w eb o f laW|" that the blind hnssejr could have never found 
her waj out again if Theseus had been there to give her the 
dew. His thought bj day and his meditation bj night, 
was special pleas. He loved a demurrer as Domine Dobien- 
sis loved a pun — ^with a solemn affection. He could draw 
a volume of pleas a night, each one so nearly presenting a 
regular defence, that there was scarcely any telling whether 
it hit it or not If we replied, ten to one he demurred to 
the replication, and would assign fifteen special causes of de- 
murrer in as many minutes. If we took issue, we ran an 
imminent risk of either being caught up on the facts, or of 
having the judgment set aside as rendered on an immaterial 
issue. It was always dangerous to demur, for the demurrer 
being overruled, the defendant was entitled to judgment 
final. Cases were triable at the first term, if the writ had 
been served twenty days before court. It may be seen, there- 
fore, at a glance, that, with an'overwhelming docket, and 
without books, or time to consult them if at hand, and with* 
out previous knowledge, we were not reposing either en a 
bed of roses or of safety. Jim T. was great on variances, too. 
If the note was not described properly in the declaration, 
we were sure to eateh it before the jury : and, if any point 
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•oold be Buide on the proofk, he was sare to make it Ho^ 
wo tiemUed when we began to read the note to the jury I 
And how ominous seemed the words ** I object**— of a most 
crael and vntimeljr end about being put to oar case. How 
■mnj eases where, on a fnll presentment of the legal merits 
of them, there was no pretence of a defence, he gained, it is im- 
possible to telL But if the ghosts of the murdered yictims 
oould now arise, Macbeth would have had an easy time of it 
compared with Jim T. How we admired, envied, feared and 
hated him I With what a bold, self-reljing air he took his 
points ! With what sarcastic emphasis he replied to our de- 
fences and half defences I We thought that he knew all the 
Imw there was : and when, in a short time, he caught the old 
leaders up, we thought if we couldn't be George Washington, 
kow we should like to be Jim T. 

Ho has risen since that time to merited distinction as a 
ripe and finished lawyer ; yet, ''in his noon of fame," he nev- 
er so tasted the luxury of power, — ^never so knew the bliss 
of euTied and unapproached predmenonce, as when in the old 
log eourt-houses he was throwing the boys right and left as 
tut as they came to him, by pleas dilatory, sham and meri- 
toriouSf demurrers, motions and variances. So infallible was 
lus skill in these infernal arts, that it was almost a tempting 
of Providence not to employ him. 

I never thought Jim acted altogether fiiirly by squire A. 
The squire had oome to the bar rather late in life, and though 
sm excellent justice and a sensible man, was not profoundly 
wsnedin the metaphysics of special pleading. He was par* 
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ticnlarly pleased when he got to a jary on'm plaia Bote/ asd 
particularlj aoDojcd when the road was blocked ap bj pleaa 
in abatement and demurrers or special pleas in bar. He 
had the most unlimited admiration of Jias. Indeed, he had 
an awful reverence for him. He looked np to him as Boa- 
wcU looked up to Sam Johnson, or TiBK>thjr to PauL The 
squire had a note he was aAzious to get judgasent on. Ho 
had declared with great care and after anziona deliboratioB. 
Not only was the declaration copied from the BMMt appror- 
ed precedent, but the common counts were all pat ta with 
all duo punctilios, to meet erery imaginable phase the ease 
could assume. Jim found a Tarianee in the eoBSt on tho 
note : but how to get rid of the common eoonta was the dif- 
ficulty. He' put a bold face on the matter, howerer, weni 
up to A. in the court-house, and threw himself into a pas- 
sion. '* Well,*' said ho, with freezing dignity — *' I see, sir 
you hsTo gone and put the common counts in this dedarm- 
tion— do I uaderstaod you to mean them to stand? I desiro 
to be informed, sir ? ** ** Why, y-es, that is, I put *em thero 

—but look here, H , what are you mad atf What^a 

wrong ? '' " What^s wrong ? "— « pretty question ! Do yo« 
pretend, sir, that my client ever borrowed any money of 
yours — that yours ever paid out money for mine f Did your 
client OTor giro you instructions to sue mine for borrowed 
money f No, sir, you know he didn't Is that endorsed on 
the writ ? No, sir. Don't you know the statute requires 
the oause of aotipn to be endorsed on the capiat ad r«||Mfi- 
\mt I mesB to see whether an aetioB Ibr a audieaoBa 
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mui wonldn^t lie for this ; and shall moTe to ttriko out all 
tlMse eoonts as mitUifiu'ioiis and incongraous and beteroge- 
aeooa." '' Well, Jim, don't get mad aboat it, old fellow— I 
took it from the books.'* ''Yes, from the English books— but 
didn't jo« know wo don't govern onrseWes by the British 
alatnte?— if yon don't, 111 instmet yon." '< Now ," said A., 
** Jim, hold on — all I want is a fair trial — if you will let me 
go te the jury, 111 strike out these eommon counts." " Well," 
md Jim, *^ I wi/i this time, as it is you; but let this be a 
waning to you, A., how you get to suing my elients on pro- 
misenons, and fictitious, and pretensed causes of aetion.** 

Aeeordingly they joined issue on the count in chief — A. 
offered to read his note — H. objected — it was voted out, and 
A. was nonsuited. '' Now," said Jim, '* that is doing the 
tiling in the regular way. See how pleasant it is to get on 
business when the rules are obsenrod 1 " 



The case of most interest at the fall term of N*-e court, 
1837, was the State of Mississippi vs. Major Foreman, charg- 
ed with assault with intent to kill one Tommy Peabody, a 
Yankee schoolmaster in the neighborhood of M — ^yille. The 
Pistrict Attorney being absent, the court appointed J. T. to 
prosecute. All the preliminary motions and points of order 
liaTing been gone through, and baring failed of success, the 
defendant had to go to trial before the jury. The defendant 
Wng a warm democrat, selected T. M. , the then lead'^f of 
that party, and Washington B. T. , then a rising light of the 
political seeti to defend him. The endence was not 
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▼ery clear or -positive. It seemed that an altereation had 
arisen at the grocery (fashionably called doggery), betwecii 
a son of th)D defendant and the schoolmaster, which led to 
the shooting of the pistol by the younger F. at the aforesaid 
Thomas, as the said Thomas was making his way with equal 
regard to speed of transit and safety of conTcyanee from that 
locality. As it- was Thomas!0 business to teach the young 
idea to shoot, he had no idea of putting to hazard '* tlie de- 
lightful task" by being shot himself: and by thinking him 
of *' what troubles do environ tho man that meddles with cold 
iron'* on tho drawing thereof, resolved himself into a oom- 
mittco of safety, and proceeded energetically to the dispateh 
of the appropriate business of the board. But fist as Thorn* 
as travelled, a bevy of mischievous buckshot, aa full of der* 
ilmcnt as Thomases scholars just escaped from school, rushed 
after, and ono of them, striking him about two feet abova 
tho calf of his right log, made his seat on tho scholastic trt* 
pod for a while rather .unpleasant to him. In fact, Thomas 
suffered a good deal in that particular region in which he 
had been the cause of much suffering in others. Thomas 
also added to the fun naturally attaching, in the oyos of 
the mercurial and reckless populatiou of the time, to a Yan* 
kee schoolmaster^s being shot wLile running, in so tender a 
point, by clapping his hands behind at the fire, and bellowing 
out that the murderer had blown out his brains I A mistake 
very pardonable in one who had como fresh from a oountry 
where pistols were not known, and who could not be ezpeot- 
ed, under these distressing cireumstancea, to estiauildy with 
Buoh preeiaioD, tha efbot of a guMhol wound. 
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Yoang Foreman, immediately after the pistol wen 
Ibllowed iU example And not boing of a carious tun 
not come Iwek to see what the sheriff had done with a 
SMot he had for him, though assured that it related i 

^ portant bnsiness. fTho proof against him — as it usnall; 
against any one who oouldn't be hurt bj it— was clear en 
bni it was not so mnch so against his father. The Majo 
there, had participated in the qnarrel, and abont the tii 
the firing, a Toiee the witness took — ^bnt wasn't certaii 
be the Major's, was heard to cry ont, "Shoot I Shoot I ^ 
■bortlj after the firing, the Major was heard to halli 
Peabodj, " Ron — Run, yon d— d rascal — nin I "• Thi 
abont the strength of the testimony. The Major was i 
tleman of about fifty-fiTc— of ruddy complexion, whic 
had got out of a jug he kept under his bed of cold ni 
without acknowledging his obligations for tho loan — i 
fire feet eight behcs high and nearly that much broad. 
tore or accident had shortened one leg, so that he lii 
when he walked. His eyes stood out and were strcakcc 
m boy's white alley — and ho wore a ruffled shirt ; tho f 
perhaps, which he had worn on training days in Georgia 
which did not match very woU with a yellow linsey 
and a pair of copperas-colored jeans pantaloons he 

aqueeied in tho form of a crescent over his prdtub< 

paunch : on the whole, he was a pretty good live pared 

MM enormous goggle-eyed sun perch. 

He had come from Georgia, where he had been a n 

is Ihe militiay if that ii not tautology; for I belioTS 




TRB BSlfCR AND TBS BAS. 67 

OTery man that ever comes from Georgia it a major,— repaj- 
ing the honor of the commisaion or title bj nndcviating fidel- 
ity to the democratic ticket. lie would almoat as soon been 
convicted as to bavo been snccessfullj defended bjr a whig 
lawyer. 

Old F. held np his head for some time — indeed, aeemcd 
' to enjoy the mirth that was going on during tho tcstimonj, 
▼ery much. But when J. T. began to pour broadside after 
broadside into him, and bring up fact after fact and appeal 
after appeal, and the court-house grew still and solemn, the 
old fellow could stand it no longer. Like tho Kentaeky 
militia at New Orleans, he ingloriously fled, sneaking oat 
when no one was looking at him. Tho sheriff, howereri 
soon missed him, and seeing him crossing the bridge and 
moving towards the swamp, raised a pane and followed after. 
The trial in the mean time proceeded — as did the Major. 

I said ho was defended in part by W. B. T. 

You didn^t know Wash ? Weil, you missed a good 
deal. He would have impressed you. He was nboni 
thirty years old at the time I am writing of. He came to 
N. from East Tennessee, among whose romantic moantaini 
he had " beat the drum ecclesiasCio'' as a Methodist preacher. 
He had, howcTcr, doffed the cassock, or rather, tho ahad« 
belly, for the gown. He had fallen from grace— «ot a high 
fall — and having warred agamst the devil for a time— « quar- 
ter or more— Dalgetty-like, he got him a law lioensoi and 
took arms on tho other side. His mind was not crampedi 
&or hii originality fettered by toehnieal raloi or other loara- 
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log. His Toiee, had not affccUtion injured the effect of it, 
waa remarfcablj fine, fall, niaaical and aonoroaa, and of anj 
degree of compass and strength, ile was as fluent of words 
as a Frenchmao. He was neyer known to falter for a word, 
nd if he erer {Mrased for an idea, he paused in yain. He 
practised on his Toice as on an organ, and had as many ups 
and downs, high kejs and low, as many gyrations and wind- 
ings as an opera singer or a stage horn. H. O — j used to 
nj of him that he just shined his ejes, threw up his arms, 
twirled his tongue, opened his mouth, and left the oonsequen- 
ees to hearen. He practised on the injunction to the apos- 
tles, and took no thought what he should saj, but spoke 
without labor — mental or physical. To add to the charms 
'' of his deliTcry, he wore a poppaw smile, a sort of sickly- 
sweet expression on his countenance, ihat worked like Do- 
Ter*8 powders on the spectator. 

After J. T. had concluded his opening speech, Washing- 
ton rose to open for the defence. The speech was a remark- 
able specimen of forensic eloquence. It had all the charms 
of Counsellor Phillips' most ornate efforts, lacking only the 
ideas. Great was the sensation- when Wash, turned upon 
the prosecutor. '* Gentlemen of the jury," said the orator, 
** this prosecutor is one of the vilest ingratcs that ever 
lired since the time of Judas Iscariot ; for, gentlemen, did 
j«m not hear from the witnesses, thai when this prosecutor 
was in the very extremity of his peril, my client, moved by 
ilie tenderest emotions of pity and epmpassion, shouted out, 
' JELim 1 nm I you d — d raseal— run I' It is true (lowering 
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his Totoe Bod smiliDg), gontlemeDi ho said ' you d— d nBCBl,' 
but the honorable court will instnict yoa that thatwaa mero- 
\y descrijUio persontt,'*^ Tho effect was prodigious. 

After Washington had made an end, old Tallabola roao 
slowly, as if oppressed by tho weight of his sabject. Now 
T. never made a jury speech without telling an anecdote. 
WhatcTer else was omitted the anecdote had to come. It is 
truC| the point and application were both sometimes hard to 
see ; and it is also true that as T*s stock was by no means 
extensive, he had to make up in repetition what ho lacked 
in variety. He had, however, one standby which never 
failed him. * He might be said to have chartered it. He 
had told it until it had got to bo a necessity of speech. 
The anecdote was a relation of a Georgia major's prowess 
in war. It ran thus : The major was very bravo when tho 
enemy was at a distance, and exhorted his men to 4ght to 
the death ; — the enemy came nearer — the major told his sol- 
diers to fight bravely, but to be prudent ;-*thc foe came in 
sight, their arms gleaming in tho sunshine— and the major 
told tho men that, if they could not do better, they ought to 
retreat ; and added he, *' being a little Umo, I believe / 
will leave now." And so, said T., it wis with the prosecutor. 
At length after a long speech, T^KM>neluded. J. T. rose to 
reply. He said, before proceeding to the argument, ho 
would pay his respects to his old acquaintance, tho anecdote 
of the Georgia major. He had known it a long while, in- 
deed almost as long as he had known hii friend T. It had 
afforded him amusemoDt for manj eourto— how Buuqr bo 
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ooaMatMiwalop to omni. Knowing IIm major to htTO beat 
diafted into Mr. Fi i qpee el iai for many a campa^ga, iie kad 
hoped tbo war-worn tetanui had been disdiargod from dvljr 
and peattoned off, in eonutoation of long and hard mage, 
or al leaal, thai he waa leatiiig on furhmgh; hot it aeema ho 
'waa aCUl in aeCi?e eerrioe. Hia friend liad not been reij 
kqppjinhtaaneedoteonotheroeoa8ions,b>at,he most aay, 
on thia oecaaien he waa moat feUeiUmdff unhappff; for the 
wuE%9M3n waa a major— he waa a Georgia major too ; vn- 
ftrlaaaldy, he waa a little lame alao; and, to eompkte the 
panlkl,^inthelieatof<Aif aetion,onlookiii^aroond,'*aaid 
J. T.,*<Ilindhehaaleftl*' T. jomped up— " No eridenee 
of that, Mr. H. Confine jonrself to the record, if yon 
pleaae." <<Well,'' said J. T., " gentlemen, my friend ia a 
little reatire. Yon may look around, and judge for your- 
adToa." Tallabola noTer told that anecdote any more ;— 
he liad to get another. 

The jury haTing been sufficiently confuBed as to the law 
by whieh about twenty abstract propositions bearing yarious, 
and some of them no relation to the facts (the legislature, 
in ita ezcessire Tcneration for the sanctity of jury trial hay- 
ing prohibited the judges fit>m charging in an intelligible 
way), retired fit>m the bar to consider of their rerdict In 
a few moments they returned bio court But where waa 
the prisoner f Like Lara, he wouldn^t come. The court re- 
fused to reoeiTO the Tcrdirt in the absence of the defendant 
Finally, after waiting a long while, the Major iras brought, 
aa oScer holdiqg on to each arm, and a crowd following al 
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his heelfl. (Tho Major had been caught in the swamp.) 
Whoii he came in, he thought he was a gone snckcr. The 
court directed the clerk to call orcr the jury : they were 
called, and scrcrally answered to their names. The perspi- 
ration rolled from the Majorca face — ^his ejes stock out as 
if he had been choked. At tLo end of the call, the judge 
asked "Are you agreed on your verdict ?" The foreman 
answered '' Yes," and handed to the clerk the indictment 
on which the rerdict was endorsed. The clerk read it slow- 
ly. " We — ^the jury — find the— dc — fen— dant (the Major 
held his breath) fwi guilty.^' One moment more and ha 
had fainted. He breathed easy, then uttering a sort of re- 
lieving groan shortly after, he came to Tallabola — " Tal," 
said hp, blubbering and wiping his nose on his cuff, " I*m 
going to quit the di'mmycratic party and jine the whigs.'* 
" Why, Major,'' said Tal, " what do you mean ? you're one 
of our chief spokes at your box. Don't yon beliere in our 
doctrines ? " << Yes," said the Major, << I do ; but after my 
disgraceful run I'm not fit to be a dimmyerat any longer-^ 
I'd disgrace the party — and am no better than a dratted, 
blue-bellied, federal whig I " 
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HOW THE TIMES SEBYED THE VIBOINI- 
AN& VIRGINIANS IN A NEW COUNTEY. 
THE BISE, DECLINE, AND FALL OF THE 
BAG EMPIBE. 

Thb Hinposition to bo proud and yain of one's oonntry, and 
to boast of it, is a natural feeling, indulged or not in res- 
pect to the pride, vanity, and boasting, according to the 
character of the natire: but, with a Virginian, it is a pas- 
aion. It inheres in him even as the flavor of a York rirer 
ojster in that biyalvc, and no distance of deportation, and 
no trimmings of a gracious prosperity, and no pickling in 
the sharp acids of adversity, can destroy it It is a part of 
the Yirginia character — just as the flavor is a distinctive 
part of the oyster — " which cannot, save by annihilating, die." 
It is no use talking about i^^the thing may be right, or 
wrong : — like Falstaff*s victims at Oadshill, it is past praying 
for : it is a sort of cocoa grass that has got into the soil, 
and has so matted over it, and so fibred through it, as to 
Imvo become a part of it ; at least, there is no telling which 
in tho graM and wUdi is the soil ; and certainly it b useleas 
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labor to try to root it out. You may destroy tlie soil, bat 
you can't root out the gnu^s. 

Patriotism with a Virginian is a (loun personal. It is 
the Virginian himself and aomcthing over. lie loves Vir- 
ginia per se and propter te: ho loves her for herself and 
for himself— because $tie is Virginia and— every thing else 
beside. lie loves to talk about her : out of the abundaneo 
of the heart the mouth speaketh. It makes no odds where 
he goes, he carries Virginia with him ; not in the entirety 
always — ^but the little spot he came fronL is Virginia— as 
Swcdenborg says the smallest part of the brain is an abridg- 
ment of all of it " Ctriiifn non animum mutant qui 
trans mare currunt^^^ was made for a Virginian. Ha 
never gets acclimated elsewhere ; ho never loses ettiienship 
to the old Home. The right of expatriation is a pnro abstrac- 
tion to him. He may breathe in Alabama, but he lives ia 
Virginia. His treasure is there, and his heart ahM>. If ha 
looks at the Delta of the Mississippi, it reminds him of 
James River " low grounds ;^* if he sees the vast prairies of 
Texas, it is a memorial of the meadows of the Valley. 
Richmond is the centre of attraetion, the depot of all that 
is grand, great, good and glorious. '< It is the Kentucky of 
a place,*' which the prcachcf described Ileaven to be to IIm 
Kentucky congregation. 

Those who came many years ago from the borough townii 
especially from the vicinity of Williamsbufg, ezoeed, ia at- 
tachment to their birtiplaoe, if possible, the emigrit from 
the metropolis. It is rafreshing in thasa aostanaaogar times. 
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it ktr tkoA ^etk of ii>-4liej romember it irhm HhfB M 
Vvg WM Um maI of fiaUoiiy tastoy reHnomenti hoqpiUliljri 
wMllh, wit^ aad all aodal gnoM ; wken gonfaia threw its 
•pan •?« the pvblio aMonddages and iUimiiiied Hm kalla of 
jaaliaai and wiwn baaa^ ttjf^teiiei tha aoeial hom with har 

WHHkhad and aateUaaa Wnianqr* 

Xkn 11m apiritad and gifted jratha of tha OoUflga of aid 
mUaa and Mary t mmm of tlMm jnat gitii^; eni the fral 
liitillalleM ef the ganioa thai aftorwarda ahone reAdgenl 
in the kmm and the aonate, added to the attraetioBa of a 
n aeie tj gay, edtiTated and reined beyond example— aven in 
the Old Doadnion. A hallowed eharm aeema to real npen 
tta Tenerable eity, elothing ita rcry dilapidation b a drape- 
ry of romanee and of aorcne and elaaaic inioroat: as if all 
the aweei and aoftoned splendor which inrcsts the <' Hidsom- 
nMT Night's Dream" were poared in a flood of mellow and 
poetie radianee OTor the now quiet and half ^ deserted Til- 
lage.'' There ia aomething in the shadow from the old col- 
1^ walls, east by the moon apon the grass and sleeping on 
the 8ward|that throws a like shadow soft, aad and melancho- 
ly i^on the heart of the retoming pilgrim who aanntera out 
to new again, by moonlig^ti his old Alma Maier — the nnrs- 
iqg mother of snoh a liat and saoh a Una of atatesmen and 



There ia nothing ptesomptaonsly froward in this 

The Virginian does not make broad hb phylaeteriea 
Hid erow orer the poor Oarolinian dhd Tennesseeian. He 
loan Bat r ep raaah him with hia miafertoM of Urthplaee. 



J 




now TIIK TIMKS 8RR%'fiD THE VIROINIANS. 75 

No, he thinks the affliction is enough without the irianiph. 
The franchise of having been born in Virginia, and the pro- 
rogative founded thereon, are too patent of honor and di«- 
iinotion to be arrogantlj pretended. The bare mention ii 
enough. He finds occasion to let the fact bo known, and 
then the fiict is fully able to protect and take care of itsell 
Like a ducal title, there is no need of saying moto than to 
name it : modesty then is a becoming and czpeeted yirtue ; 
forbearance to boast is true dignity. 

The Virginian is a magnanimous man. IIo nerer throws 
up to a Yankee the fact of his birthplace. lie feels on tho 
subject as a man of delicacy feels in alluding to a rope in tho 
presence of a person, one of whose brotheri "stood upon 
nothing and kicked at the U. S.,'* or to a female indiscrettoBi 
where there had been scandal concerning the fiimily. So ikr 
do they carry this refinement, that I hare known one of my 
countrymen, on occasion of a Bostonian owning whore ho wai 
bom, generously protest that he had never heard of it beforo* 
As if honest confession half obliterated tlie shame of the &oi. 
Yet he does not lack the grace to acknowledge worth or mer- 
it in another, wherever the native place of that other : for ii 
is a common thing to hear them say of a neighbor, " ho is a 
clever fellow, though ho did come from New Jersey or evoii 
Oonneeticut^' 

In politics the Virginian is learned much beyond what ia 
written — ^for they have heard a great deal of speaking on thai 
prolific subject, especially by one or two Randolphs and any 
number of Barbours. They road the same papers hero they 
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read in Virgioui — tbc llichmonfl Eftquirer and the Bich' 
mond Whig. Tlic democrat stoutly asseverates a fact, and' 
gives the Enquirer as his authority with an air that moans to 
saj, tkai settles it : while the whig quoted Hampden Plcas- 
mnts with the same confidence. But the faculty of personal- 

y^ iiing every thing which the exceeding social turn of a Vir* 
giniaa gives him, rarely allowed a reference to the paper, eo 
HomiMef but made him refer to the editor: as*' Ritchie 
said ^ so and so, or '' Hampden Pleasants said -' this or that 
TThen two of opposite politics got together, it was amusing, 
if yon had nothing else to do that day, to hear the discussion. 
I never knew a debate that did not start ah urbe condita. 
They not only went back to first principles, but also to first 

^ ' times ; nor did I ever hear a discussion in which old John 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson did not figure— as if an inter- 
minable dispute had been going on for so many generations 
between those disputatious personages ; as if the quarrel had 
begun before time, but was not to end with it But the 
strangest part of it to roe was, that the dispute seemed to be 
going on without poor Adams having any defence or cham- 
pion ; and never waxed hotter than when both parties agreed 
in denouncing the nan of Braintree as the worst of public 
sinners and the vilest of political heretics. They both agreed 
on one thing, and that was to refer the matter to the Reso* 
luttons of 1798-09 ; which said Resolutions, like Ooldsmith's 
''Good Natnrcd Man,'* arbitrating between Mr. and Mrs. 
Croaker, seemed so impartial that they agreed with both par« 
ties on every oeeaaion. 
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Nor do I recollect of h«ariug an/ tjucitioD debated tliat 
did not icsolvo-itMlf into b <|noaiion of cotiBlitulion — strict 
OODstruetion, &c., — tbo cotiBtitiilion being a thing of tliat cu- 
riovi virtue that its cliief excellency eonsistcd iu uot alloir-' 
ing tlic goTcrDmoDt to do. an; tiling ; or in being a regular 
pHio figUtor that knocked all lawa and Icgialatora into a cocked 
hat, exeept those of the objector's parly. 

Frequent reference vas reciprocally niade to " gorgnni, 
hydras, and chiniems ilirc," to black cockades, blue lights, 
Essex juntos, tlio Itcign of Terror, and some other niystiot 
entities — but who or what these monsters were, I never could 
distinctly loam ; and trns surprised, on looking into the his- 
tory of the country, to find (hat, by sonio strange oversight, 
DO allusion was lundo to them. 

Grest is the Virginian's reverence of great men, that is 
to say, of great Virginians. This rcvercnco is not Unitarian. 
He is a Polythoist. He bcliercs in a multitude of Virginia 
Gods. As tho KoMsna of every province and village had 
their tutelary or otlior divinities, besides having divers ,na- 
tionol gods, so the Virginian of every county has bis great 
man, tho tike of whom cannot bo found in the new ooontry 
he has exiled himself to. This sentiment of veneration for * > 
talent, especially for speskiug talent,— this smiable pmpen- '^ 
sity to lionise men, ie not peculiar to any class of Virginians 
among us : it abides in all. I was amused to hear " old Cul- 
pepper," as we nail him (by nickname derived from tho county 
he came from), doobiming in Ikvor of the Union. " What, 
lentlsBSB," Mid Um eld man, willi » aoMtow swtU— ^w^ 
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hnl iq^ lUs gbrioiif Unioii I aadwliayiflAfff Unkmif torn 
^ eindd wrilo aaoCher ? Nobody ezeepi Henry Olay and 
J-» 8. B— ^ of Golpqqpor— Mid may bo fAry woddn H md 
irittl thon wovU yoa do' for Miotlior t ** 

Tlie graitat oonpUmeai a Yiigiiiiaii eaa erer pay to a 
ipaaker, ia to aay thai bo reminda him of a OoL Bfoadhorn 
or a O^tafai Smithi wbo leproaentod aomo royal-naaed oovii- 
ty ooMO iwty yean or leaa in tbe Yiiginia Hooae of Dele- 
galea; andodriMya^ tbe aaditoryoTeonrae, baaheardi aabo 
aade aeferal yw e b ea in the ei^itol al RiehnoDd. Bvt 
the faree of- the eonpliment ia somewhat broken, by a k^g 
aarratife, in wbieh the personal reminiseenees of the speaker 
go baek to snndiy sketches of the Virginia statesman's effortSi 
and reeapitolations of his sayings, interspersed parpartnr 
ihiXf with many ralnable notes illnstratire of his pedigree 
and performanees ; the whole of which, giren with great his- 
torieal Melity of detail, loares nothing to be wished for ex« 
oept the point, or rather, two pomts, the gist and the period. 

It is not to be denied that Virginia is the land of orators, 
heroes and statesmen ; and that, direetly or indirectly, she 
has exerted an inflnenee upon the national eonncils nearly aa 
great aa all the rest of the States combined. It is wonderftil 
that a State of its sise and population shonld hare turned out 
aoeh an nnprocedented quantum of talent, and of talent aa 
mrious in kind as prodigious in amount She has reason to 
bo proud; and the other States so laigely in her debt (for, 
from Cape May to Puget's Sound she haacoloniied the other 
Stnlea and the territoriea with her aurplna talent,) ought to 
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allow her the harmless priyilcgo of a littlo bragging. Tn the 
showy talent of oratory has she especially shono. To ao- 
coniplish her in this art the State has been turned into a 
debating society, and while she has been ta/ting for the 
benefit of the nation, as she thoaght, the other, and, by na- 
ture, less fiivt>red States, have been doing for their own. 
Consequently, what she has gained in reputation, she has 
lost in wealth and material aids. Certainly the Virginia 
character has been less distinguished for its practical thaa»^ 
its ornamental traits, and for its business qualities than for 
its speculative temper. Cui botio and utilitarianism, at least 
until latterly, were not favorite or congenial inquiries and 
subjects of attention to the Virginia politician. What the 
Virginian was upon his native soil, that he was abroad ; in- 
deed, it may be said that the amor patria, strongthenod by 
absence, made him more of a conservative abroad than bo 
would have been if he had staid at home ; for most of tliem 
here would not, hrd they been consulted, have changod 
either of the old constitutions. 

It is far, however, from my' purpose to treat of anch 
themes. I only glance at them to show their inJlueiioe on 
the character as it was developed on a new theatre. 

' Eminently social and hospitable, kind, humane and gen- 
erous is a Virginian, at- homo or abroad. They aro to by 
nature and habit These qualities and their ozoreiio dovol* 
ope and strengthen other virtues. By reason of these aoeial 
traita, they necessarily become well mannerod| honorablo, 
spirited, and careful of reputation, desirooa of pleaai^g, and 
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AiUod in tbo aeeomplishmentf whtoh plo&se. Their in* 
ffdar pomtioii tad ipane population, mostly rnral, tnd onsy 
Wl not aflnont fortimei kqit them from the artifieiml refine-. 
■Mntf end the strong temptations whieh corrupt so mneh of 
the seeiely of the old world and some portions of the new. 
Than was no duuraeter more attmetiTe than that of a young 
Yiiginian, fifteen years ago, of intelligence, of good.fiunUy^, 
edneation and breeding. 

It was of the instinct of a V iiginian to seek society : ho 
bdoufs to the gn^garions, not to the solitary dirision of 
animals; and society can only be kept np by grub and gab— 
nomething to eat, and, if not something to talk about, talk. 
Accordingly they came accomplished already in the knowl- 
edge and the talent for these important duties. 

■ A Virginian could always get up a good dinner. He 
eoald also do his share — a full hand's work — ^in disposing 
of one after it was got up. The qualifications for hostman- 
ahip were signal — the old Udallcr himself, assisted by Claud 
Halroo, could not do up the thing in better style, or with a 
licartier relish, or a more cordial hospitality. In peiUe 
manners — the little attentions of the table, the filling up of 
the chinks of the conTcrsation with small fugitiro obsenra- 
tions, the supplying the hooks and eyes that kept the discourse 
together, the genial good humor, which, like that of tho 
Cuaily of the good Vicar, made up in laughter what was 
wanting in wit— in these, and in the science of getting up 
and in getting through a picnic or chowder party, or fish fry, 
dm Virginian, like Eclipse, was first, and there was no sec- 
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ond. Great was be too at mixing an apple toddj, or mini 
* julep, where iee could be got for love or money ; and not de» 
ficicnty by auj means, when it eame to his turn to do honor to 
his own fabrics. It was in this department, that he not 
only shone but ouislionc, not merely all others but himself. 
Here he was at home indeed. His elocution, his matter, 
his learning, his education, were of the first order. He could 
discourse of every thing around him with an accuracy and a 
fulness which would have put Coleridgo^s or Mrs. KUis^s t*- 
blc talk to the blush. Every, dish was a text, horticulture, 
hunting, poultry, fishing — (Isaoc Walton or Daniel Webster 
would have been charmed and instructed to hear him dit- 
oourse piscatory-wise,) — a slight divergence in favor of fox- 
chasing and a detour towards a horse-race now and then, and y 
continual parentheses of recommendation of particular dislics 
or glasses — Oh I I tell you if ever there was an interesting 
man it was he. Others might be agreeable, but he was faact 
nating, irresistible, not-to-be-donc-without. 

In the fulness of time the new era had set in— tho era 
of tho second great experiment of indc|>eudcnce : the experi- 
ment, namely, of credit without capital, and enterprise with- 
out honesty. Tho Ago of Brass had succeeded the Arcadi- 
an peilod when men got richrby saving a part of their earn* 
ings, and lived at their own cost and in ignorance of the new 
plan of making fortunes on tho profits of what they owed. 
A new. theory, not found in the works on political cconomji 
was broached. It was found out that the prejudice in favor 

of tho motals (brass exoludod) waa an absurd lupenitition; 

4* 
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thai, in raliIXy aoj thing alae, which tho parties btor- 
csled in giring it oirrenoy ehose, might sorrc ss a reprcsen- 
taliTn of Talne and medinni for ozchange of property ; and 
as gold and silTor had serred for a groat nnmhor of years as 
vspresentatiTOSy tho republican doctrine of rotation in office 
^ l oq ai red they should giro way. Accordingly it was decided 
thai Bags, a very familiar character, and Tory popular and 
' easy of aeeess, should take their place. Rags belonged to 
IhfB sehool of progress. He was reprcsentatire of the then 
Tonng America. His administration was not tame. It was 
very qiirited. It was based on the Bonapartist idea of 
kaqping tho imagination of the people excited. The lesding 
fiscal idea of his system was to democratize capital, and to 
make, for all purposes of trade, credit and enjoyment of 
wealth, the man that bad no money a little richer, if any thing, 
than the man that had a million. The principle of success 
and basis of operation, though inexplicable in the hurry of tho 
^ time, is plain enough now : it was faith. Let the public be- 
' Uere that a smutted rag is money, it is money : in other 
words, it was a sort of financial biology, which made, at 
night, the thing conjured for, tho thing that was seen, so fiir 
as the patient was concerned, while the fit was on him— ex- 
cept that now a man does not do his trading when under the 
mesmeric influence : in the flush times he did. 

This country was just settling up. Marrellous accounts ' 
had gone forth of the fertility of its virgb lands ; and the . 
productions of tho soil were commanding a price remunera- 
ting to slarc labor as it had nerer been remunerated before. 



I 
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Emigrant! camp flocking in from all quarters of tho Unioiif 
ospccially from the slavoholding States. Tbe now country 
seemed to be a reserroir, and every road leading to it a ym- 
grant stream of enterprise and adventure. Money, or what 
passed for money, was the only cheap thing to be had. By- 
cry cross-road and every avocation presented an opening, — 
through which a fortune was seen by the adventurer in near 
perspective. Credit was a* thing of course. To refuse it— 
if the thing was ever done— were an insult for which a bowio- 
knife were not a too summary or exemplary a means of re- 
dress. The State banks were issuing their bills by tho 
sheet, like a patent steam printing-press lis issues ; and no 
other showing was asked of the applicant for the loan than 
an authentication of his great distress for money. Finanooy 
even in its most exclusive quarter, had thus already got, ia 
this wonderful revolution, to work upon the prineiploa of 
the charity hospital If an overseer grew tired of suporvia- 
ing a plantation and felt a call to the mercantile life, ovoa 
if he omitted tho compendious method of buying out a mor> 
chant wholesale, stock, house and good will, and laying dowBi 
at once, his bull-whip for the yard-stick — all he had to do 
was to go on to New-Tork, and present himself in Pearl* 
street with a letter avouching his eitisenshipi and a cloaa 
shirt, and he was regularly given a through tiekel to ipoody 
bankruptcy. 

Under this stimulating proeess prices rose like snokAi 
Lots va obscure villages were hold at. city ^noesj landii 
bought at the minimum cost of govenmenl^ wero mU al 
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friMi tUrljr to Ibriy doUars, per^jMft, tad coaili w d l diii 
dwapai Uiat In iibort, the eomntry had got to be a fell 
aate-type of Califernia, in all ezeepi the gold. Soeiety will 
wholly naoigaaiiod: there waa no foa trainin f ynMie p jiinion ; 
the law w aa-jrell-njdi power leae and religion aeareely Irae 
heard of exeefit aa fomiahing the oalha and ieekmie* of |iro- 
fiuuty. The world aaw a fair experiment of what it would 
Imito been, if the fiat had nerer been prononnced whieh do* 
^ ereed anbeialenee aa the priee of labor. 

^^'^V'JG^^jl^^i-^^'^'^ bj thoae unaoevatomed to it, 
tamed the hMda of ita poaMaaora, and they a pent it wit h a 
lo c k lea a n eaa like that with which thej gained it. The pur- 
anta of inidnatry nq^ectod, riot aad ooarae debauchery filled 
up the Tacant hours. *' Where the carctM is, there will tbo 
eagles be gathered together ;" and the caglco that flocked to 
the Sonthwest, were of the same sort as the bfack eaglet the 
Dnke of Saze- Weimar saw on his celebrated joamey to the 
Natural Bridge. ^ The cankers of along peace and a calm 
world ^ — ^thcro were no Mexican i^pirs and filibuster expedi- 
tions in those days — gathered in the Tillages and cities by 



Eren the little boys caught the taint of the general in- 
lection of morals ; and I knew one of them— Jim EUett by 
BMno— to give a man ten dollars to hold him up to bet at 
tlie table of a faro-bank. James waa a fast youth ; and I 
meerdy hope he may not fulfil his early promise, and some 
imj 1)9 aui»ied tfp 9tiU higher. 

The groeeriea—m/^tce— doggeries, were in fell bhst b 
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those daysi no Tillage liaving 1cm than a half-doicn all busy 
all the tiuic : gaiuing and borsc-racing were |K>lite and well 
patronized amusements. I knew of a Judge to aJjoum two 
eourts (or eourt twice), to. attend a horse^raec, at which ho 
officiated judicially and ministerially, and with more appro- 
priateness than in the judicial chair. Occasionally the sconoi 
.was dircrsified by a murder or two, which though perpetra-i 
ted from behind a comer, or lichind the back of the deccaa-j 
ed, whenever the accused c/tose to stand his trial, was always! 
found to be committed in self-defenoe, securing the homieido 1 
an honorable aor^uittal at the liantli nf hn perr9, 

' The old rules of business and the calculations of pru- 
dence were alike disregarded, snd profligacy, in all the de- 
partments of the crimen ftihi^ held riotous camii;ml. Jjar- 
cen y (prew i ^ot only respectable, but genteel, and ruflkd it in 
all the pomp of purple and fine linen. Swin dli^ngjgas xaiaod 
to the dignity of the fine arts. Felo n y came for th from ita 
covert, put on more seemly habiliments, and took its seat 
withjinabashcd .front in the upper places of the synagogue. 
Before the first circles of the patrons of this brilliant and 
dashing vilUiny, Blunt Honesty felt as abashed as poor Ilal* 
bert Glendinning by the courtly refinement and sapereilioas 
aire of Sir Piercie Sliafton. « 

Public office represented, by its incumbents, the state of 
public morals with some approach to aeeuraey. ^ut of si x» 
ty-siz receivers of public money in the new StateSj sixty-two 
were disoove rcj4 to be, defaulters ; and the agent, sent to 
look into the afiain of a peccant ofioe-holder in tbo 
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Soadi^ Weill iqporled UMiRteiif mm Um rf t lw — bJi, Ul 
aimei tho gofenuBeat to loiiiB himtf for a leMon one of 
iBnp*0 fobbt iUwtnitei: tiM ■geoi iagoaioasly fuwUng 
tlMl tfM apponlao ■aeeeediag mmU do hif staoliBg witlMrat 
oagrnprd to tfM proAeMBOj abwidy made lij Us prodooes- 
flor; wUk tte ptMeol iaeuibeiit mmU ptohMj ooBridar, 
ia BMVj to tfM tniMiyi iliai lie Aoi done JOMeCAtMjf <rf tho 
fiMS dstjr of proridi^g for hii lioiiidiokL 

TImio was bo petit lareeBy : there was aU the dUbrenoe 
hulBtjm stealing bj Ae sbiaII Aad the ** opemtioBs'* auuiip- 
«lAted| thet there is betweeB a single ■swiBmntion Asd ab 
iMBdredthoBSMidBieB killed iBABo^BBi WAT. ThepleeeflMB 
voUed with the gorgeoBs BMgBifioeBoe of A Ooremor-GeBeiil 
of BeogAL 

The Buui of stnw, BOt worth the biittOBS on his shirt, 
with A SBblime AndAcitj, bonght knds And negroes, And pro- 
Tided times ABd tenas of pAjment which a WAll-sireet cspi- 
tslist wonM hsre to re-CAst his Amngements to meet 

Oh, PabI Clifford And Angostns Tomlinson, philosophers ' 
of the road, praeticAl And theoreticAl I if ye hAd liyed to 
aee those times, how grest ab improremeat oa joar rader 
aehemeof distribatioa woald these gentle arts hsTe seemed ; 
Arts wherebj, withoat risk, or loss of chArAoter, or the tbI* 
gar barbarism of persoBAlTioleaee, the ssme beaefioial resalts 
lowed with no grester iajaiy to the snperstitioas of moral 
odaeationi 

Wi^dieehai^of tiBMS aad the iaiAgiaAtioB of weelth^ 
eadx aeguredeaaip a dhaage ia the.tii^aghts aad habits. of _ 
ftepeoplo. " OU tiaMS were ehaoged— old numaers goae.** 
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Visions of afflaence, sach as orowdod Dr. Samuel Johmoii*! 
mind, wkon advertising a sale of Thralo^a Brewery, and casi- 
ing a soft sheep's eye towards Tkrale's widow, thronged upon 
the popohur faney. Avariee and hope joined partnership. 
It was strange how the reptile arts of humanity, as at a laro 
table, wanned into life beneath their heat The eacodkei 
accrcscendi became epidemia It seised upon the uniTeraal 
community. The pulpits eren were not safe from its insid- 
ious invasion. What men anxiously desire they willingly 
believe ; and all believed a good time was ooming — nay, had 
come. 

" Commerce was king'* — and Rags, Tag and Bobtail 
his cabinet council. Rags was treasurer. Banks, chartered 
on a specie basis, did a very flourishing business on the promis- 
sory jiotcs of the individual stockholders ingeniously 
tuted in lieu of cash* They issued ten for one, the one 
fictitious. They generously loaned all the directors could 
not use themselves, and were not choice whether Bardolph 
was the endorser for' Falstaff, or Falstaff borrowed on hia 
own proper credit, or the funds advanced him by Shallow. 
The stampede towards the golden temple became general : 
the delusion prevailed far and wide that this thing was not 
a burlesque on oommerce and Anance. Even the direetora 
of the banks began to have their doubts whether the intend- 
ed swindle was not a failure. Like Lord Clive, when re- 
proached for extortion to the extent of some millions ia 
Bengal, they exclaimed, after the bubble burst, ^ When tbej 
thought of what they had got, and what they might have go4| 
they were astounded at their own moderatioo.'* 
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TheoMeqNtilialt for* wyio stood o«i With the Tory 
ilim of eMh m luukl, vorkod for, tbqr oooUhiH ro* 
ooacik their oM aotiooi to tho ntiw r^guM. They lodcod 
Ibr tfM Mtg'M eiidii^(, and iAm their tine. Bat the ftaoi- 
pede etill kqit ea. Paper forfimee itill araltiplied— hoosei 
oad hods chugod liaado— real eetete see-aawed op aa BMNrala 
veol dowB OB tfM other eod of the plank — bmd of atraw, 
oerprient with bank billai atmtted paat them on 'Ohaoige. 
They higaB| too, to tluak there night be aooMthing in tUa 
WBW thi^g. Peeping eaottoody, like hedge-hega oat of their 
kaleoi thej aaw the atream of wealth and adTontorera paarfnig 
hj — then, looking earefallj aroand, tbej inekod themaehrea 
half way oat — then, sallying forth and snatching np a mor- 
ael, ran book , aniil^ at last, grown more bolcl, ihqf ran oat 
too with their hoarded store, in full chase with the other an- 
dean beasts of adTcntarc. They ncycr got back again. 
Jonah^a goard withered one night, and next morning the 
Tennin that had nestled andcr its broad shade were left an* 

• 

protected, a prey to the swift rotribation that came apon 
theoL They were left naked, or only clothed themselres 
with cnrsing (the Specie Circalar on the United States Bank) 
aa with a garment To drop the figare : Sbylock himself 
ooaldnH live in those times, so rererscd was ercry thing. 
Sharing paper and loaning money at ansnry of fifty percent, 
waa for the firat time sbce the Jews left Jcrnsalom, a break* 
tag basiness to the operator. 

The condition of aociety may be imagined : — ^rnlgarity-* 
jgnotaiwia fassy And arrogant pretenaion — anmitigated row* 
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dyism— l>ullyiiig insolence, if tlicy did not nilo the hoar, 
seemed to wield unchecked dominion. The workings of 
thc80 choice spirits were patent upon the face of societ j ; 
and the modest, unobtrusive, retiring men of worth and char- 
acter (for there were many, perhaps a largo majority of such) 
were almost lost sight of in the hnrly-burly of those strange 
and shifting scenes. 

Even in the professions were the same eharacteristics 
visible. Men dropped down into their places as from the 
clouds. Nobod y knew who or what they were, except as 
they claimed, or as a surface view of their characters indi- 
cated. Instead of taking to the highway and magnanimously 
calling upon the wayfarer to stand and deliver, or to the 
fashionable larceny of credit without prospect or design of 
paying, some unscrupulous Jiorseilpctor.jirould set up hit 
sign as " Physician and Surgeon," and draw hia lancet on 
you, or fire at random a box of his pills into your bowels, 
with a vague chance of hitting some disease unknown to him, 
but with a better prospect of killing the patient, whom or 
whose administrator he charged some ten dollars a trial for 
his markmanship. 

A supe rannuated justice or eonstable in one of the old 
Statcs^was metamorphosed into a lawyer; and though ho 
knew not the distinction between a fee tail and a femakf 
would undertake to construe, off-hand, a will involving all 
the subtleties of uirs apul trusts. 

But thi8.8tatoj>f things .could not iasiiiuLiac L: socie^ 
eaon ot always stan d op its head with its hff It IB ^Hi^^fr., 
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The Jupiter TeoaiM of tfM WUte Hovee nw the 
of a free eredit prowUng alNMii like e beaet of apoea- 
IjfpCie risioBi and Merind Um for kis prej- Oatkeri^g all 
Ui bolte ki kk aioewy graap, and ataadiag kade OB kis keeliy 
aad waviag Us wiiy arm| ke let tkea all iy, kard and ewift 
vpea an tke kydra'a kciidfl. Kea easMaeradii aa'^if the 
like ef aatm kroke," and a eeattering^ like tke boretbg of 
m thooaaad nagaiiiieii and a imell of fcriautonoi as if I^aa* 

kad opened a window next to eartk for reiitilathNi, 
an was sQent Tke keaat nerer stirred in kis traoks. 
To gel. down fren tfM elonds to lerel groondi t ke Speeie 
GbedMr wasjaraed witkont warning, and tke splendid lie ef 
a folse eredit Imnt into fragments. It eame in tkd midst of 
tfM dance and tke frolic— as Tam O^Shanter eamo to dis- 
tork tke infernal glee of tke warlocks, and to disperse tke 
rioters. Its effect was like tkat of a general creditor's bill 
in tke ckancery court, and a marsballing of all the assets of 
tfM trades-people. Gen. Jac kson was no friry ; but he did 
sometery prottjr&iix work, in eonrerting ibfi bank bUls back 
again into rags and oak-lcares. Men worth a million were 
insolrent for two millions : promising jonng cities marched 
kaek again into the wilderness. The ambitions town plat 
was re-annexed to the plantation, like a country girl taken 
home from the city. Th6 frolic.was ended, and wliat .bcadi. 
acke^ and fererish limbs the next morning I The retreat 
fren Moscow was performed over again, and ''Beril take the 
hindmost^ was the tone to wliidi tke soldiers of fortone 

Tke ^7 question was js to the means of escape, 
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and the nearest and best ronto to Texas. The sheriff was as 
busy as a milttia adjutant on review day ; and the lawyers 
wore mere wreekers, earning salvage. Where are ye now my 
ruffling gallants ? Where now the braw cloths and watcli 
chains and rings and fine horses ? Alas I for yo— they aro 
glimmering among the things that were— the wonder of aa 
hour 1 . They live only in memory, as unsubstantial as tho 
promissory notes ye gave for them. When it came to bo 
tested, the whole matter was found to be hollow and Ddla- 
cious. Like a sum ciphered out through a long column, the 
first figure an error, the whole, and all the parts wero wrong, 
throughout the entire calculation. 

Such is a charcoal sketch of the interesting n^on— now 
inferior to none in resources, and the character of its popula- 
tion— during the FLUSH TIMES ; a period oonstituiiag-aA epi- 
sode in the commercial history of the world — tho reign of 
humbug, and wholesale insanity, just overthrown in time to 
save the whole country from ruin. But while it lasted, 
many of our countrymen came into the South- West in Ubm 
to get " a benefit." The auri sacra fames is a catching dis- 
ease. Many Virginians had lived too fiuit for their fortuneSy 
and naturally desired to recuperate : many others, with a 
competency, longed for wealth ; and others again, with wealthy 
yearned — ^the common frailty— for still more. Perhaps 
some friend or relative, who had come out, wrote baek flat- 
tering aoeounts of the El Dorado, and fired with dissaUsfiM- 
Uon those who wero dobg wdl enough al Imnbo, by the report 
of Us real or imsginod saooess ; for iriio thai tvsr sovod 



92 nCGTCBES OF THE FLDSn TIUES 07 ALABAMA. 

off, wu not " doing well " in the new country, hiiBMlf or 
frienili being cliroiiiclers ? 

Superior to many of the Mttlers id olcgnnce of miDnera, 
and general inteliigcncc, it (tub the veakness of the Virgtni- 
si to imagine he wai superior too in the essential art of be- 
ing able ta hold hia hand and make his way in a neir coun- 
try, and cBpecially suc/i a country, and at suc/t a tinie. 
WLat a mistake that waa I The times were out of joint. 
/ It wsB hard to say tthcthcr it were more daiigcrolis to, stand 
1 still or to moTc. If the emigrant stood still, he was eon- 
\ samed, by no slow degrees, by eipciises : if he moved, ten 
I to one he went off in a galloping consumption, by a rninoui 
' iavestnient. Eipenscs tbcD — necessary articles about threo 
timcfl as high, and extra articles still more extra-priced — 
were a different thing in the new country from what they 
vera ia th« old. In^e, old oonntry, a jolly Virginiui, atart- 
ting tho bnaineH of free living on a capital of a plantadoD, 
. aad fifty or sixty negroes, might raasonably ealenUta, itjtii 
ill luck befell bin, by the aid of a oinrer, and tbe oceaaional 
■■la of ■ vegpt or two, tQ_hjlld.-aat witboot declared ioaol- 
TgBCiy, until a gree n old age. His estate melted like an ae- 
tata IB ebaoeery, ondor tbe gradual tbaw of oxpenses j but 
!■ this fast eonntry, it went by tbe aboer eoat of living— 
■one pobr loaaos included — like tba fortnno of tbe oonfeo- 
tioaer in California, who Gulcd for ono buodrod tfaouaand dol- 
Un in the six months keeping of a nndy-sbop. Bat all tba ' 
habitaof h is '■*!, ^-fi tuatiii V' aaaoeiatioDi, bis adneatioi^— 
9rmj thJBg— the tnu ttngae M ^ to tUapoaiUoa —Jiii waat 
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^f business qualifications — ^liis sanguine temper — all thai was 
Virginian in him, made him the |>rcy, if not of impostare, 
at least of^ unfo rtunate speculati ons. Where the keencsl 
jockey often was bit, what ehance had he t About the same 
that the verdant Moses had With the venerable old gentle- 
man, his father's friend, at the fair, when he traded the Vi- 
car *8 pony for the green spectacles. But how could be be- 
lieve it ? how couhl he believe that that stuttering, gram* 
marlcss Georgian, who had never heard of tlio resolutions 
of *9d, could beat him in a land trade ? '' Have no nonej 
dealings with my father,'' said the friendly Martha to Lord 
Nigel, " for,- idiot though he seems, he will make an ass of 
thee." What a pity some monitor, equally wise and equally 

■ 

successful with old Trapbois' daughter, had not been at tho 
elbow of every Virginian I '* Twad frae monie a blunder 
free'd him — an' foolish notion." 

If he made a bad bargain, how could he expect to get 
rid of it ? He knew nothing of the elaborate machinery of 
ingenious chicane, — such as feigning^bankruptcy— -fraudulent 
conveyances — making over to his wife — running property— 
and had never heard t>f such tricks of trade as sending out 
coffins to the graveyard, with negroes inside, carried off by 
sudden spells of imaginary disease, to be " resarreoted," in 
due time, grinning, on the banks of the Braios. 

The new philosophy, too, had eommended itself to his spaen- 
lative temper. Ho readily caught at the idea of a new 
spirit of the ago having set in, which rejected the saws of Poor 
Richard aa bting aa mneh oat of data aa Hb ilmtnaai Ha 
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mm thmijthj Hm gtmi riMof propertj, oompwed to hii 
coBditioB BBder IIm oU-tiae prioeii rioh; and wluift were a 
^Bw tlweMwle of debli wUek two or diree erope mmU pay 
ei^eofl9«edtotlieTalneof hieeetate? (He aerer tlioa|^ 
tkel the Talne of p toper tj migiit emae down, while the debt 
was a lied hfok) He^Uved fredy, for it was a liberal^My 
aad liberal foshioDS were in TOgaOi and it was not for. a 
Yiigiuaa to be behind others in hospitality and IilMaraUj^. 
He reqnired eredit and seeoritjr, and, of eonrsei had to 
stand seeority in retnm. When the eraah oame, and no 
** aeeoBBMidations'' eonld be had, ezeept in a few instanees, 
aad in those on the most minoos terms, he fell an easy Tie* 
tim. Thej broke bj neighborhoods. They nsnall y endo rsed 
for eadi other, and when one fell — ^liko the ohUd's play of 
patting bricks on end at equal distances, and dropping the 
first in the line against the second, which fell against the 
third, and so on to the last— aUfoU; each got broke as seen- 
rity, and yet few or none were able to pay their own debts I 
So powerless of proteetion were they in those times, that the 
witty EL O. need to say they reminded him of an oyster, 
both sheUs torn off, lying on the beach, with the sea-gnlls 
screaming oyer them; the only question being, tchich should 
** gobble them up." 

There was one consolation — ^if the Virginian inTolred 
himself like a fool, he suffered himself to be sold out like a 
gentleman. When his card house of Tisionary projects came 
tombling about his ears, the next question was, the one 
Webster plagiarised— <« Where am I to go?** These, 
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liad fathon, unoles, aunts, or other like domier rosorta, la 
Virginia, limped back with feathers moulted uad.ei:p|AfaUen, 
to the old stamping ground, carrying the returned Califomi- 
an*s fortune of ten thousand dollars — six bits in money, and 
the balance in experience. Those who wore in the oondilion 
of the prodigal, (barring tho father, the calf— -the fatted one 
I mean — and the fiddle,) had* to turn their aocomplishments 
to aeoount ; and many of them, having lost all by eating and 
drinking, sought the retributive justice from meat and drink, 
which might, at least, support them in poverty. Aocordingr 
ly, they kept tavern, and made a barter of hospitality, a bust* 
ness, the only disagreeable part of which was roeeiving the 
money, and the only one I know of for which a man ean eat 
and drink himself into qualification. And while I confess I 
never knew a Virginian, out of the State, to keep a bad 
tavern, I never knew one to draw a solvent breath from the 
time ho opened house, until death or the sheriff closed it 

Others again got to be, not exactly overseers, but soma 
nameless thing, the duties of which were nearly analegousi 
for some more fortunate Virginian, who had escaped the 
wreck, and who had got his former boon oompaaioD to live 
with him on board, or other wyges, in some such reUtaon 
that the friend was not often found al table at the diniaga 
given to the neighbors, and had got to be called Mr. Fhwr- 
noy instead of Bob, and slept in an out-house in the yard, 
and only read the Enquirer of nights and Sundays. 

Some of the youager scions that had been traasplaated 
eariy^ aad stripped of thdr foliage al a teader age, had beea 
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tamed into birebcs for tho correetiTe diseipMno of youth. 
Tes; BMUiy, who had reeeived aeadeniical or ooUegimte odv 
CAtMMiiy disrcgftrding the allvremonti of tho h^way— tam- 
ing ftom tho gaUirday exereiae of ditching — ^seoming the 
effeaiinate rehzation of splitting rails — heroically led the 
Forlora Hope of the battle of life, the corps of pedagognes 
of oenntfy school s a ca demia^ I beg pardon for noi saying; 
Cm*, nader the Virginia economyi every cross-road lcg<cabin| 
where boys were ioggod ftom B-a-k-o-r to ConstantinoplOi 
grew into tho dignity of a sort of rant college; and the 
teadier Tainly endeavored to hide the meanness of the call- 
ing beneath the sonorons sobriquet of Professor. '' Were 
there no wars T' Uad all the oysters been opened ? Where 
was the regular army 7 Conld not interest procure senrice 
as a deck-hand on a steamboat ? Did no stage- driver, with a 
contract for running at night, through tho prairies in mid- 
winter, want help, at board wages, and sweet lying in the 
loll, when off duty, thrown in ? What right had the Dutch 
Jews to monopolise all the peddling ? " To such vile uses 
may we come at last, Horatio." Tho subject grows melan- 
choly. I had a friend on whom this catastrophe descended. 
Tom Edmundson was a buck of the first head — gay, witty, 
dashing, vain, proud, handsome and volatile, and, withal, a 
dandy and lady's man to the last intent in particular. He 
bad graduated at the University, and had just settled with 
his guardian, and received his patrimony of ten thousand 
dollars in money. Being a young gentleman of enterprise, 
ho wom(^i the alluring fields of Sonth-Westem adventure^ 
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and found thorn in this Stato. Bcforo he well knew tha 

condition of his exchequer, he had made a permanent in« 

vestment of one«ha1f of his fortune in cigars, Champagne, 

trinkets, buggies, horses, and current expenses, ineluding 

some small losses at poker, which game he patronised merely 

for amusement ; and found that it diverted him a good deal, 

but diverted his cash much more. lie investod the balaneOi 

on private information kindly given him, in " Ckodaw 

Floats ;'' a most lucrative investment it would have tomod 

out, but for the facts:* 1. That the Indians never had any 

title ; 2. The white men who kindly bterposed to act as 

guardians for the Indians did not have the Indian title ; and 

3dly, the land, left subject to entry, if tho " Floats'* had 

been good, was not worth entering. '' These imperfoetiona 

off its head,*' I know of no fancy stock I would prefer to % 

<< ChocUw Float". <' Brief, brave and glorious" was " Tom*a 

young career." When Thomas found, as he did shortly, 

that he had bought five thousand dollars' worth of moonshine, 

and had no title to it, he honestly informed his landlord of 

the state of his '' fiscality," and that worthy kindly eonsontad 

to take a new buggy, at half price, in payment of the old 

balance. The horse, a nick-ta^cd trotter, Tom had raffled 

off; but omitting to require cash, the process of eolleetion 

resulted in his getting the price of one chance-— the winner 

of the horse magnanimously paying his sabseription. The 

rest either had gambling oilsets, or else were not prepared 

just at any one partienlar, given moment^ to pay ttp, though 

Iways ready, geoerally and in a general way. 

4 
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Ualiln hit BMMMke, Tom and Ui landbdy mn 
fnr a fofietent reawm— Twy gradoos; .and ao, tha only 
oaauMA bond, Tooi^a Bioney, being gone, T<Mn reoahrad 
''BOliaa to foit'* in regular fonn. 

In tha bnriy-borlf of tha timaa, I bad loal ai|^t of T<Mn 
fnr a oonaideraUe period. One day, aa I waa trardliag 
Offer the biUa in Greene, bj a eroaa-road, leading me near a 
ooolry mill, I alqpped to gei water al a apriqg al tlie bot- 
tom of abilL Olambering np the bin, after remoontipg, on 
the otber aide, the anmnut of it brought me to a Tiew, 
tiuroni^ the baahea, of a log eoimtry aobooUioaae, the door 
bang wide open, and whe did I aee but Tom Edmnndaon, 
dreaaed aa fine as erer, sitting back in an arm-cluur, one 
thumb in his watstooat armbole, the other hand brandishing 
a long Bwiteh, or rather pole. As I approached a litde 
nearer, I heard him speak out : *' Sir — Thomas Jefferson, 
of Yiiginia, was the anther of the Declaration of Independ- 
enoe — mind that I thooght ercrybody know that— even the 
GeoripanB.'' Jost then ho saw me eoming throogh the bnshes 
and entering the path that led by the door. Suddenly he 
broke from the ehmr of state, and the dooDr was slammed to, 
and I heard aome one of the boys, as I passed the door, say 
— a Tell him he eanH eome in— the master's siek." This is 
the last I ever saw of Tom. I understand he afterwards 
BMnred to Louisiana, where he married a rioh Frenoh widow, 
haring fast, howerer, to fi^t a duel with one of her aons, 
whose opposition eouMnH be appeased, until some sueh 
eu^iatoiy saeriiiee to the manea of his worthy fkther was 
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attempted; which failing, he made rather a lame apology 
for his soaloQS indiscretion — ^the poor fellow oonld make no 
other — ^for Tom had unfortunately fixed him for TiiitiDg Uf 
mother on crutches the balance of his life. 

One thing I will say for the Virginians — ^I never knew 
one of thenij under any pressure, extemporise a professioii. 
The sentiment of reyercnde for the mysteries of modieino 
and law was too largo for a deliberate quackery ; as to tho 
pulpit, a man might as well do his starring without tbe 
hypocrisy. 

But oUiprs were not so nice. I have known them to rush, y 
when the wolf was after them, from the counting-house or the ^ 
plantation, into a doctor's shop or a law office, as if those 
places were the sanctuaries from the avenger; ^som e, pretend* 
ing to be doctors that did not know a liver from a gisnrd, 
administering medicine by the guess, without knowing enougli 
of pharmacy to tell whether the stuff exhibited in the big- 
bellied blue, red and green bottles at the show-windows of 
the apothecaries* shops, was given by the drop or the half* 
pint. 

Divers others left, but what became of them, I never 
knew any more than they kqow what becomes of the som 
after frost 

Many were the instances of suffering; of pitiable mis- i 
fortune, involving and crushing whole families; of prida 
abased ; of honorable sensibilities wounded ; of tbe pro- 
vision for old age destroyed ; of the hopes of manhood over- 
cast; of indepeadenoe dissipated, and the poor victim witli- 
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o«l kdpi or hopO| or qrmpAtliy, forced to poUj shifts finr » 
Itfo stthsisioneOi and a groiiiid*sottfflo, for what in happier 
daj8| be threw away. Bat th<$re were too many examples 
of this sort for the expenditure of a useless eoapassion ; 
jnsi as the snigeon after a battle, grows ease-hardened| from 
SM exeess of objects of pity. 

Hy memory, howererj^ fixes itself on one honored exeq^ 
tkm, the noblest of the noble, the best of the good. Old 
Major Willis Wormley had come in long before the new era» 
He bdonged to the old school of Y irginiani. Nothing eonU 
hare torn him from the Virginia he lorod, as Jaeopi Foscarl| 
Venice, bat the marrying of his eldest danj^ter, Miry, to a 
gentleman of Alabama. The Major was something between, 
or made of about equal parts, of Uncle Toby and Mr. Pick- 
wide, with a slight flavor of Mr. Micawber. He was tlie 
soul of kindness, disinterestedness and hospitality. Lore to 
orery thing that had life in it, burned like a flame in his 
large and benignant soul ; it flowed over in his countenance, 
and glowed through ercry feature, and moTcd eyery muscle 
in the frame it animated. The Major llyed freely, was 
rather corpulent, and had not a loan thing on his plantations ; 
the negroes ; the dogs ; the horses ; the cattle ; the yery 
chickens, wore an air of corpulent complacency, and bustled 
about with a good-humored rotundity. There was more 
laughing, singing and whistling at •" Hollywood," than would 
haye set up a doscn Irish fairs. The Major's wife had, from 
a long life of affection, and the practice of the same pursuits, 
•ttd the indulgence of the same feelings and tastes, got so 
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much like hiin, that sho iiccincd a fcminino and modest edition 
of hiiusolf. Four daughters were all that remained in tho 
family<^two had been married off — and they had no son. 
Tho girls ranged from sixteen to twenty-two, fine, hearty, 
whole-souled, wholesome, eheorfnl lasses, with eonstitutions 
to last, and a flow of spirits like mountain springs— HM>i 
beauties, but good housewife girls, whoso open counte- 
nances, and neat figures, and rosy cheeks, and laughing eycSi 
and frank and cordial manners, made them, at home, abroadi 
on horseback or on foot, at tho piano or discoursing on the 
old English books, or Washington Inring^s Sketch Book, a 
favorite in tho family ever since it was written, as entertain- 
ing and as well calculated to fix solid impressions on tho 
heart, as any four girls in the country. Tho only diAeulty 
was, they were so much alike, that you were put to fituli 
which to fall in lovo with. They were all good housewives, 
or women, rather. But Mrs. Wormley, or Aunt Wormley, 
as we called her, was as far ahead of any other woman in thai 
way, as could be found this side of thoTirginia border. If there 
was any thing good in the culinary lino that sho couldnH make, 
I should like to know it The Major lived on the main stage 
road, and if any decently dressed man ever passed the house 
after sundown, he escaped by sheer accident The bouse 
was greatly visited. The Major knew every body, and every- 
body near him knew the Major. The stago coach couldnH stop 
long, but in the hot summer days, about noon, as the driver toot- 
ed his horn at the top of Uie red hill, two negro boys stood 
eppoaiU the door. With trays of the finoit frniiiand apiteh« 
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€f ddor finr Ae lefreduneoi of tiie wftjftren. Tho Mijor 
luaidf bdng on the look-oai| with hif hands orw hif cjtfi 
IwwiBg'— tf he only ecrald how— tignely bto the ooMh| and 
hmkiiig wktIUlyi to Ifaid amoiig the pesieiigBn an aeqvainl- 
aaee whoMheoooldpre?aili^OBtogeloiitaiid atayaweek 
withhuB. TherewanHapoomeighbortowhoMthelli^ 
had not hem aa good aa an inaueri irithoai prcmiiuai fo 
hk aloflky or Ibr hie erop ; and from the way he xesdeNd 
tte aarnooi jtm would think he waa the party oM g e d aa 
hewaa. 

TUa ia noti m any eonntry I hate erer hem bi,a monej- 
■udd^g hvaineia ; fttid the MajoTi thoo|^ he alwaya made 
good eropoy mnat hare broke at it long ago, bat for the for- 
innate death of a few Aonta, afler whom the girla were 
namedi who, paying their aereral debts of nature, left the 
Major the means to pay his less serions, bat still weif^ty 
obligations. 

The Major — for a wonder, being a Virginian — had no 
partisan politics. He oould not hare. His heart could not 
hold any thing that implied a warfiure upon the thoughts or 
feelings of others. He TOiod all the time for his friend, that 
is, the candidate living nearest to him, regretting, generally, 
thai he did not have another TOte for the other man. 

It would have done a Oamanche Indian's heart good to 
see an the fiunily together— grand-children and all— of a 
winter evening, with a guest or two, to excite sociability a 
little— not company mough to embarrass the maniftstationa 
of aSwtioik Soeh a eoneordance as if all hearts were ai- 
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tuned to the eame feeling — the old lady knitting in the 
corner — the old man smokbg his pipe opposite— both of 
their fine faces radiating in the pauses of the lauf^, the jeti| 
or the caress, the infinite satisfaction within. 

It was enough to conTort an abolitionist| to see the old 
Major when he came home ftom a long journey of two days 
to the county town ; the negroes running in a string to the 
buggy ; this one to hold the horse, that one to help tho old 
man out, and the others to inquire how he was ; and to 
obserre the benignity with which — ^tho kissing of the girb 
and the old lady hardly oyer — he distributed a piece of 
calico here, a plug of tobacco there, or a card of iowm 
ginger-bread to the little snow-balls that grinned around 
him ; what was giyen being but a small part of the gift, 
diyested of the kind, cheerful, rollicking way the old fdkm 
had of giring it 

The Major had given out his autograph (as had aloioal 
every body else) as endorser on three several bills of ezdiang6| 
of even tenor and date, and all maturing at or about the 
same time. His friend's friend failed to pay as he or Uf 
firm agreed, the friend himself did no better, and the Mi^i 
before he knew any thing at all of his danger, fSounda wril 
served upon him, and was told by his friend thai he mm 
dead broke, and all he could give him was his sympathy ; 
the which, the' Major as gratefully received as if it was a 
legal tender and- would pay the debt The Major's friends 
advised him he could get clear of it; thai notice of 
protest not havmg been sent to the Mi^*s pcitclbei 
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idflMed bim; ImiihaMajorwoiiMiiHhearoffiiohadeflnice; 
1m Mid ki$ vndenUiidiiig was, that lie was to pay the debt if 
Wm ftiend dido*! ; and to dip out of it by a quibble, waa 
littk botlor than pleadbg the gambling aot Bwidefi 
wrbai woold tbe lawycn say ? And what would bo said by 
Us M friends in Virginia, when it reaohed their ears, 
iliai be bad plead want of notice, to get elear of a debt, 
when every body knew it was the same thing as if he had got 
aotiee. And if this defence were good ai law, it would not 
be in equity ; and if they took it into ehsncery, it mattered 
BOi what became of the case, the property would all go, and 
he nefer eodd expeei to see the last of it No, no; he 
would pay it, and had as well set about it at once. 

The rumor of the Major's condition spread £ir and wide. 
It reached old N. D., " an angol," whom the Major had 
-'^ entertained," and one of the few that ever travelled that 
Foad. He came, post haste, to see into the affair ; saw the 
creditor ; made him, upon threat of defence, agree to take 
half the amount, and discharge the Major ; advanced the 
money, and took the Major's negroes— except the house- 
aerrants — and put them on his Mississippi plantation to work 
out tbe debt 

The Blajor's heart pained him at the thought of the 
B^groes going off; he couldn't witness it; though he con- 
aokd himself with the idea of the -discipline and exercise 
being good for the health of sundry of them who had con- 
Ineted sedentary diseases. 

Iha Major turned his house mto a tavern ,that ia^ 
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ehanged its name— pat up a sign, and three weeks a£ler> 
wards, you couldn't have told that any thing had happened. 
The family were as happy as erer — the Major neyer having 
put on airs of arrogance in prosperity, felt no humiliation in 
adversity ; the girls were aj cheerful, as bustling, and aa 
light-hearted as ever, and seemed to think of the duties of 
hostesses as mere bagatelles, to enliven the time. The old 
Major was as profluent of anecdotes as ever, and never grew 
tired of telling the same ones to every new guest ; and yet, 
the Major^s anecdotes were all of Virginia growth, and not 
one of them under the legal age of twenty-one. If the Major 
had worked his negroes as he had those anecdotes, he would 
have been able to pay off the bills of exchange without any 
difficulty. 

The old lady and the girls laughed at the aneedoteS| 
though they must have heard them at least a thousand timeSi 

■ 

and know them by heart ; for the Major told them without 
the variations*; and the other friends of the Blajor laughed 
too ; indeed, with such an air of thorough benevolence, and 
in sueh a truly social spirit did the old fellow proceed ^ the 
tale to unfold,'* that a Cassius like rascal that wouldn't laugh, 
whether he saw any thing to laugh at or not, ou^t to havo 
been sent to the Penitentiary for life— half of the time to be 
•pent in solitary confinement 
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ASSAULT AND B ATTERT. 



A trial cuno off not pradaoly in our baOiwieki Irntin die 
adi^iboiliood, of great oomio interest It waa really a eaae 
of a good deal of aggraTatio&i and tbe defendaiita, ftariiig 
the reeiilti emplojed four of the ablest lawyers praotiring at 
the M. ImuTi to defend them. The offence ehargod was only 
assault and battery ; but the eridenee showed a eonspiraoy 
to infliet great Tiolenee on the person of the proseontor, who 
had done nothing to proroke it, and that the attempt to ef- 
ftet it was followed by serere injury to him. The proseontor 
^ was an originaL He had been an old-field schoolmaster, and 
was as conceited and pedantic a fellow asconldbefonnd ina 
summer's day, eren in that profession. It was thonght the 
policy of the defence to make as li^^t of the case as possible, 
and to cast as much ridicule on the affair as they could. J. 
K and W. M. led the defence, and, although the talents of 
the former were rather adapted to grare discussion than plea- 
aantry, be agreed to doff his heaTy armor for the lighter wea- 
pons of wit and ridicule. M. was in his dement He was 
ai all times and on all oecasioBS at home when fon waste bo 
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: the diffieuliy with him was rather to restrain than to. 
create mirth and laughter. The case was eaUed and pat to • 
the jury. The witness, one Borwoll • Shines, was eallod for- 
the proseoution. A broad grin was npon the faces of the* 
counsel for the defence as he came forward. It was increas-* 
cd when the clerk said, " Burrdl Shines come to the book ;'* * 
and the witness, with deliberate emphasis, remarked—'' Hy 
ohristian name is not Burrdl^ bat BurtoeU^^tikovi^ I am - 
vulgarly denominated by the former epithet" '' Well,*' said ' 
said the clerk, ** Bur-i£«// Shines come to the book and bo 
sworn.'* He was sworn and directed to take the stand. Ho 
was a picture I 

He was dressed with care. His toilet was elaborato and 
befitting the magnitude and dignity of the occasion, the pari 
he was to fill and the high presence into which he had coma. 
He was CTidently fsTorably impressed with his own personal 
pulchritude ; yet, with an air of modest depreeationy as if lie 
said by his manner, " after all, what is beauty thai maa 
should be proud of it, and what are fine clothes, thai tho 
wearers should put themseWes aboTe the unfortunato mortals 
who have them not ?" 

He ad vanoed with deliberate graTity to tho stand. Thoro 
ho stood, his large bell-crowned hat with nankeen-oolorod 
nap an inch long in his hand ; which hat ho carefully hand^ 
od orer the bar to the clerk, to hold until be should goi 
through his testimony. He wore a blue single-breasted ooai 
with new brass buttons; a Test of bluish ealioo; nanksMi 
pants thai strogglod to make both ends moot, bui fiulod, 1^ 
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a ftv iMliei, in ihe logi, yei made vpfor it bjittinga littlo 
Wter than tiM ddn erery where else; his iietd ilood npen 

• 

a aliiri collar that held it vp by the ears, and a eraTat some- 
thing SHMller than a taUe-cloth, bandaged hia throat : hia 
ftoe waa narrowi long and graTe, with an indescribable air of 
ponderotts wisdcn, which, as Fox said of Thnrlow,^^ proTcd 
UnnMcefsortfy a hypocrite; as it was impoaiUe for any 
■Mn to be as wise as A« looked'' Gravity and deconunnark- 
ad Ofccy lineanMmt of his coontonance, and erery line of hia 
body. All the wit of Hudibrasconldnot haTemoredannia- 
do of his bee. His conscience would hare smitten him for 
a h»gh almost as soon as for an oath. His hair waa roach- 
ad u^ and stood as erect and nprigfat as his body ; and his 
Toice was slow, deep, in " linked sweetness long drawn out," 
and modulated according to the camp-mectiDg standard of 
elocution. Three such men at a country frolic, would hare 
» turned an old Virginia Reel into a Dead Blaroh. He was 
i one of Csrlyle*s earnest men. Cromwell would have made 
him Ensign of the Ironsides, and cx-officio chaplain at first 
Mght He took out his pocket hankerchicf, slowly unfolded 
it from the shape in which it camQ from the washerwoman's, 
and awaited the interrogation. As he waited, he spat on the 
floor and nicely wiped it out with his foot The solicitor told 
bim to tell about the difficulty in hand. He gased around 
OB the court — then on the bar — ^thep on the jury — then on 
the crowd — addressing each respectiTely as he turned: 
** May it please your honoi^ Gentlemen of the bar— Gentle 
aMB ef the jury-— Audienoa. Before proceeding to giro my 
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tatiimonUl obserraiioDB, I must prcmiso that I am a mem* 
ber of the Mothodist EpUeopal, othcrwiso called Wcakyaii 
persaaaioQ of ChrUtian iDdividuala One bright Sabbath 
morning in May, the 15th day of the month, the past year, 
while the birds, were singing their matntbal songs from the 
trees, I sallied forth from the dormitory of my Seminary, to 
enjoy the reflections so well 'suited to that auspicious occa- 
sion. I had not proceeded far, before my ears were accost- 
ed with certain Bacchanalian sounds of rcTclry, which pro- 
ceeded from one of those haunts of yicious deprayity, located 
at the Gross Beads, near the place of my boyhood, and iSuh- ' 
ionably denominated a doggery. No sooner had I passed 
beyond the precincts of this diabolical rendesrous of rioting 
debauchees, than I heard behind me the sounds of approach- 
ing footsteps as if in pursuit HsTing heard prcTiously, sun- 
dry menaces, which had been made by these preposterous 
and incarnadine individuals of hell, now on trial in proi^eci 
of condign punishment, fulminated against the longer contin- 
uance of my corporeal salubrity, for no better reason than 
that I reprobated their criminal orgies, and not wishing my 
reflections to be disturbed, I hurried ray steps with a gradual 
accelerated motion. Hearing, howerer, their continued ad* 
Tance, and the repeated shoutings, articulating the mordw 
ous accents, " Kill him I Kill Shadbelly with his praying 
clothes on I'* (which was a profane designation of myself 
and my religious profession ;) and casting my head orer my 
left shoulder in a manner somehow reluctantly thus, (throw- 
ing Us head to one side,) and peroeiTing their near appios- 
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imfttion, I ftagmcnUd my spood into what might bo deoom- 
* inated ft gcotlo slope — uid Bahsequently augmented tho 
aune into a species of dog-trot. But all would not do. 
OoDtlemea, tho destroyer came. As I reached the fence and 
was about propolliog my body over tho same, fclicitaHng my- 
self on my prospect of escapo from my remorseless pursuers, 
they anWcd, and James William Jones, called, by niclc- 
name, Buck Jones, that rod-headed character now at the bar 
of (hU honorable court, scited a fence rail, grasped it in both 
bands, and standing on tip-too, hurled the same, with mighty 
emphasis, against my cerebellum : which blow felled me to 
the earth. Straightway, like ignoble curs upon a disabled 
lion, these bandit ruffians and incarnadine aesa«sina leaped 
vpoo me, wuno pelting, aome bruising, soma gouging—" erarj 
' thing by tarns, ancl notbing long," as the poet hatb it ; aod 
one of tbem, which one unknown to me-^uring no eyn bo- 
biod — inflicted with bia teeth, » gricrons wonad spon mj 
person — ^where, I need not ipeeifj. At lengtb, when thai 
pmtnte on tho ground, one of those bri^t ideaa, common 
to miikla of men of genios; atmck me : I fbrthwitb apnng 
to my bet— drew forth my cntto— oiienlated the nae with 
Boeh TTneity among thmr Mreral and raapeetire ootporeal 
qvtemi, and ererf time I eirenlated the same I folt their 
iran graap relax. Ai cowardly reeronta, even to their own 
gully Cnaodahipa, two of iheae miMreanti, though bat ili^t- 
fy perforated by my «ntto, fled, leaving the other two, whma 
I had dinUod by tho vigor ud energy of my indiiotii, pnw* 
mt* tad in my pown: tkiM hati^ callad fbr qurttr. 
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shoatiog out '' enmigh 1" or, in their hurboroui dialoei, being 
as oorx^ipt in lAngnage as in morals, '' nmff ; " which quarter 
I magnanimonaly extended them, as unworthy of my farther 
yengeknce, and fit only as sabjoct of penal inflietion, at the 
hands of the offended laws of ihoireonntry ; to which laws 
I do now oonsign them : hoping such mercy for them as their 
crimes will permit ; which, in my judgment, (haying road the 
code,) is not much. This is my statement on oath, fully and 
truly, nothing extenuating and naught setting down in maliee; 
and, if I have omitted any thing, in form or substance, I 
stand ready to supply the omission ; and if I haye stated any 
thing amiss, I will cheerfully correct the same, limiting the 
ayerment, with appropriate modifications, proyisions and re- 
strictions. The learned counsel may now proceed more 
particularly to interrogate me of and respecting the fx^ 
mises.'* 

After this oration, Burwell wiped the perspiration tnm 
his brow, and the counsel for the State took him. Few 
questions were a^ked him, howeyer, by that oflieial ; he eon- 
fining himself to a recapitulation in simple terms, of what 
the witness had declared, and procuring Burwell's assent to 
his translation. Long and searching was the cross-examinatioB 
by the defendants* counsel ; but it elicited nothing fayerable 
to the defence, and nothing shaking, but much to ooninn 
BurwelPs statement 

After some other eyidenee, the examination elesedi and 
the argument to the jury commenced. The solieitoryify 
bffiiiy adyerted to the leading botS| deprecated aqr attempi 
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to ton the mmo into ridieiilo— admittod thai the wilMts 
WM a ain of aoeentricity and ptdaatryi Imi hannloaa and 
iaoieiisito— -a man endently of oonaeienikNiaBeM and 
iQ^NMstability ; tluttbe had aliown Umadf to be a peaeeablo 
Man, Imi wlien oeeaaton demanded, a Inrare man ; that there 
waa a eonqpixaey to amninate him npon no eanae exeepi an 
independeneei wliich waa honorable to him, and an attempt 
toexeentethepnrpose, inpnrraaneeofpreriona threats and 
■efeie injnrj by aerenil eonfederates on a single personi 
and this on the Sabbath, and when he was seeking to afoid 



W. M. rose to reply. All Sereamersrille tomed oni to 
hear him. William was a groat farorite — the most popolar 
speaker in the country — ^had the rersatility of a mocking- 
bird, an aptitude for burlesque that would hare given him 
celebrity as a dramatist, and a power of acting that would 
hare made his fortuno on the boards of a theatre. A rich 
treat was expected, but it didn't come. The witness had 
taken all the wind out of William's sails. He had rendered 
burlesque impossible. The thing as acted was more ludi- 
erous than it could be as described. The crowd had laughed 
themsdres hoarse already ; and eren M.'s comic j>owers 
seemed and were felt by himself to be humble imitations of 

• 

a greater master. For once in his life, M. dragged his sub- 
ject hearUy along — the matter began to grow serious— fun' 
fiuled to come when M. called it up. M. closed between a 
lame argument, a timid deprecation, and some only tolerable 
hamor. Ho waa foUowod |yy E., in a disenrsiTe, argumeni- 
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ative, sarcastic, drag-net sort of speech, which did all thai 
could be done for the defence. The solicitor brieflj dosod 
— seriously and confidently confining himself to a repetition 
of the matters first insisted, and answering somo of tho points 
of the counsel. 

It was an ominpus fact that a juror, before tho jivy 
retired under leave of the cdui:t, recalled a witness for tho 
purpose of putting a question to him — tho question was, how 
much the defendants were worth ; tho answer was, abont 
two thousand dollars. 

The jury shortly after retumod into court with a Tordiel 
which ** sisod their pile.'' 



SIMON SUGGS, JR., ESQ. 

1 £i|ai Sligttplm. 



OOBBKBPOimElTCg. 



Cm or GoT-au, Not. IS, IBIia. { 
OOL. SlW» StKHM, Jr. 

3fy Dear Sir, — HftTiiig eaUtbliabed, »t great ezpetua, 
Htd from motirea pnrelj pttriotia wid diuDtereotad, % month- 
ly periodioml for the pvrpow of nippljrtiig ft dssidofttiun in 
Aacriowi Litentnr*, namelj, the oonmieinontion and per- 
potsation of Uie names, oharaetera, and personal and proftt- 
nmal tniti and hiatoriea of AmeriBan lawjors and Jorieli, I 
hare takm the liber^ of Bolioiting your eonsent to be made 
the inlqeet of one of the memoiiB, whioh shall adorn the eol- 
nana of this JovraaL This suggestion is made from my 
hwnrledge, shared t^ the imtelligenee of the whole oo nnti j, 
ctjotr distinguished standing and merits in our noUe {vo- 
fiMsinn; and it is aeeonded by the wiihei and requests of 
maay of the most prominent gentlemen in puUie and priiato 
li(^ who h«n thehoDotof yonaeqnaintaaee. 
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The advtntages of a work of thia sort^ in its more pablio 
and general bearmg, are so patent j thai it would be useleM 
for me to refer to them. The effect of the pnblioatioii upon 
the fame of the indiyidoal commemorated is, if not equally 
apparent, at least, equally decided. The fame of an Ameri- 
can lawyer, like that of an actor, though soffioiently marked 
and cognizable within the region of his practice, and by the 
witnesses of his performances, is nerertheless, for the want 
of an organ for its national dissemination, or of an enduring 
memorial for its presenration, apt to be ephemoral| or, al 
most, to surrivo among succeeding generations, only in the 
form of unauthentic and vague traditions. What do we know 
of Henry or of Grundy as lawyers, except that they were 
eloquent and successful advocates. . But what they did 
was to acquire reputation, and, of course, the true value of 
it, is left to conjecture ; or, as in the case of the former, e§- 
pecially, to posthumous invention or embellishment. 

It was the observation of the great Pinkney, that tliA 
lawyer's ^stinction was preferable to all others, since it 
was impossible to acquire in our profession, a folse or frau- 
dulent reputation.' How true this aphorism is, the pages of 
this L.W M e will abundantly illustrate. 

The value, and, indeed, the foot of distinction, consists 
in its uncommonness. In a whole nation of giants, the 
Welsh monster in Bamum't Museum would be undistin* 
guished. Therefore, i^s— excuse the editorial plural— strivv 
to collect the histories only of the most eminent of the pro- 
fMsioB in the several States ; the aggregate of whom reae h e e 
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two or dmt knidrod numm. Too haro nainmbMlf 
mm OQMe of tiw nsmberf of onr work, wUeh wiU bettor it 
iBilnIa ov plaiB, and the mode of its pest| m well m tlw 
j u t i d ed mode ef ite fiitore, ezeeatioB. 

It wo«ld be aftotetioiii my deer siri to deny thet wbet 
mefaily eoaeolee «■ mider a aenee of the haaardova natiire of 
OMbanerteipffiaetooayjperJWia/ftwrt im e i p ardenthejy^ 
if yo« pleaae and aaiidat the anxietiea of ao laberiooa aa 
wadertakiiig^ ia the ezpeotation, that, throii|^ ow hborai 
Oe repotatiott ef diatiflfiiiahed bmh of the oountry, oonatitat- 

iag ita aaoral traaaoroi aiay be preaerred for the admbataeii 

• 

and direetkm of mankindi not for a day, but for all tiaae. 
And it haa ooenrred to me, that aaeh tme merit aa youra 
au^t find a motire for your enrolment among the known aagea 
and profoond intellecta of the land, not less in the natural de- 
aire of a jnat perpetoation of renown, than in the patriotiam 
wliiefa deairea the improvement of the race of lawyera who 
are to eome after yon, and the adding to the aooreditod atand- 
arda of pnblio taate and profesaional attainment and genina. 
We know from experience, that the oharaoteriatic diffi- 
denee of the profeaaion, in many inatanoea, ahrinka from the 
seeming, though falaely aeeming, indelicacy of an egotiatieal 
parade of one'a own talenta and aocomplishmenta, and from 
naDdng into a niche of the Pantheon of American genina we 
liaTO opened, and orer the entrance to which, ** FOB THE 
GREAT " ia inaeribed. Bat the fociUty with which thiadiffi- 
ttJtj haa been aormovnted by-aome, of whoae aneoeaa wohad 
to entertam apprehenaionai adda bat farther eridonee . 




SIMON 8U008| ni.| E8Q. ; A LEGAL B100EAPHT. 117 

of the capacity which the noble profession of the law giTCS 
for the most arduous exploits. Besides, sir, although the 
facts are expected to be furnished by the subject, yet the 
first person is but seldom used in tho memoir — some com* 
plaisant friend, or some friend's name being employed as edi- 
tor of the work ; the subject sometimes, indeed, luring no* 
thing to do except to rerise it and transmit it to this oiBoe. 
You may remember, my dear Colonel, the exclamatory 
line of the poet^ 



-« Uow hard it ii to climb 



The Bteep where farae'e prood temple ehinee aikr." 

And so it used to be : but in this wonderfully progreas- 
ire age it is no longer so. It is the pride of your humUo 
correspondent to have constructed, a plan, by means of hii 
journal, whereby a gentleman of genius may, with the assist- 
ance of a single friend, or eren without it, wind himself up 
from the vale below, as by a windlass, up to the rery enpoU 
of the temple. 

Hay we rely upon your sending us the necessary papersi 
vis., a sketch of your life, genius, exploits, successes, accom- 
plishments, Ttrtues, family antecedents, personal pulchri- 
tudes, professional habitudes, and whaterer else you may 
i interesting. You can see from former numbers of our 
;, that nothing will be irrelerant or out of place. Tho 
s! may be from ten to sixty pages in length. 

I a good daguerreotype likeness of yourseU^ 
I in raving may be ezeentodi to aooompanytlM 
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Aet^L Tfu daguerreotype had better be taken with t^er- 
tma to the engraving to accompany the memoir — the hur 
eombed or bnuhed from the brow, k> u to aliow > Iiigh fort- 
head— the expression mediUtire — k book in the hand, tut. 

Hoping soon to hetr bvorabl; from yov, I un, with 
great respect and esteem, 

The Editor. 

F. S. It is possible that sketches of one or two distin- 
gnished gentlemen, not lawyers, may be given. If there is 
aoj exception of class made, we hope to be able to give yon 
k sketch and engraving of the enterprisbg Mr. Bamnm. 

RioxmucK, D«L 1, 1863. 
TdUk. Shtok. 

Aor Sir — X got jov letter dated 18 Nov., asking as 
to send yon mj lib and kaiaskter for yonr Jonmal. Im 
' oUe^ed to JOS for jonr perlite iay so, and ao forth. I got 
a friend to rite it— ^nj own ritin being mostly parfoalnmal. 
He done it— fmt he rites snek » eoaaed bad hand leant lede 
it: I reokon its all korreet tho'. 

Aa to my do ggerrjtjp e I oant send it there aint anydog^ 
gBTpjft man ahont hero nov. There aerer was bnt mm, 
aad he tried his merahine on Jemmy 0. » lawyer hero, and 
Jem waa so mortal ti|^y it bast his merahine all to ^eoea 
toying to git him down, and Uked to Ulled the nan that in- 
^aeeced the wnrks. - 
. Ton ean take fidher'i ^eter m JoAeo Hoopar^ hodt— 




take off the baod ill iliebtek, and abovi twea^ yim of ago 
off «B it and mako it a loeilo likoUer and ii H ful BO hii ditii 
ii up gentolo in flore olooe. 

Roqpeotfclly tQl doatk, 

Sof ov SoooOi Jm. 
P. 8. — ^I riio from hero when I am winding up my fiiai 
wifb'B oitaio whieh thoyro filed a Ull indiaiieoiy, 8. S. Jr. 



Omr pr Oot-biic, Deo. 11, 1858. 
OoL. Simon Suggs, Je. 

Mif Dear Sir — The rery interettmg sketdi of yov li 
reqoeftod by ua, reached here aooompanied by your faTor of 
the 1st inst, for which please reoeire onr thanks. 

We were rery much pleased with the sketch, and think it 
throws light on a new phase of character, and supplies a de- 
sideratum in the branch of literature we are engaged in— the 
description of a lawyer distinguished b the out-door labors of 
the profession, and directing great energies to. the prepara- 
tion of proof 

We fear, howerer, the suggestion you made of the use of 
the engraving of your distinguished father will not aTail ; as 
the author, Mr. Hooper, has copyrighted his work, and we 
ahould be exposing ourselres to a prosecution by trespassing 
on his patent Besides, the execution of such a work by no 
better standard, would not broreditable either to onr artisli 
yourself, or our Journal We hope you will oooelndo to 
send on your daguerreotype to be appended to the livdy and 
inslraotifo skoteh yw Anmish ; and we entertain no donbl 
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ISO wmmuw ow xn wvna imn of ^i.^iam^, 

dull the coBtempIated pabUoatkm wQl redovnd gytlj io 
jmnr iMmoTi and ettablidi yean among the oliirietl mmm 
of tiw AMerieMi W. 

. With ptOwwmd ioip6ol| fto»| 

Thb Emios. 

P. S. — Our ddieaoj eaiiaad «• tov>But»ui ov fcia i r 
lottaTi to mention wliai wo fnppofe was generally vadentoodi 
yniLf the ftol thai the eeal to ns of preparing ongraTiag^ 
Ao.| Ao.y for the aketehea or memoiri, ia one hmdrod and 
iftj doDarSi whiehiom it is eipeetedy of oonrsei the gentle* 
man who is perpetuated in onr work, will forward to na 
before the insertion of his biography. We merely allude to 
this trifling oirenmstanoe, lest, in the pressnre of importani 
business and engagements with whieh yonr mind is diargedi 
il mi^t be forgotten. 

Againi Tory tmly, dM*| 

En. JuusT-KAxn. 



Backinsack, Deo. 25, 1852. 
Dear Mr. JEtf ttor?— In your p. s. whioh seems to be the 
ereemofyour eorrespondents you say I can^gel in your 
book without paymg one hundred and fifty dollars — pretty 
tall entrants fee 1 I suppose though children and niggers 
half priee— I beliere I will pass. Ill enter a nolly prossy 
q. 0-B-o-h-«-n4-f-o-d doUaii and fif^ better I Je-whelli- 
]misI\ 
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I juBt begin to see the pint of manj things whioh wm Teiy 
Ttgae and ondefinit before. Pat Barnnm in first— one hna- 
dred and fift j dollars 1 

That^s the oonsideratnm yon talk of is it 
jpy I REMAIN Respy 

SnioN Svoos, Js« 
Therefore wont go in. 

P. 8. — Sappose yon rite to the old man 1 1 Maybahe'd 
go in with Baenum 111' Hay be he*d like to take two 
ehanoos? He's young — nerer seen Kuonll Lites in a 
new eonntry 1 1 1 Anrr Smaet 1 1 I sat a hnndred and If^ 
doUarslll 



8IH0N SUOOS, JR., ESQ., 

or . 
RACKIKSACK— ARKAKBAW. 

This distinguished lawyer, unlike the majority of those 
farored subjects of the biographical musCi whom a patriotie 
ambition to add to the moral treasures of the eountryi has 
prevailed on, oyer the instincts of a natiye and professional 
modesty, to supply subjects for the pens and penoils of their 
friendS| was not quite, either in a literal or metaphorioal 
sense, a self-made man. He had ancestors. They were, 
moreoTcr, men of distinetion ; and, on the fiither's sidoi ia 
the first and seoond degrees of asoent| known to fiune. Th« 
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&lhcr of tUt diiiiigualMd bamiltr waa, and, kippOji b 
O^ ffiiMNi Si^ggiy of tiw Talli^KNMA TolvntoerSi and oale* 
Icatad aol kai for Ua inaiieial akill and alMlitieai Aaa ftr 
Ua aarlial ezploila. Hia grand&Uier, the Ber. Jodadiah 
^ Saggii waa a BOiad dlrinaof iha Aiiia*Miaaioiiafj or Hard- 
' aUl Bufl6ai penraaaioa b Gboigia. For fiirtliar infomiap 
Htm raqpaating thoaa calahriiiaay tho ^pioraiit raador ih o 
vaU-iafiMBMd already know thaoi— ia referred to the work 
of Johaaott Hooperi Eaq.| one of the moat anthentie of 
aodan biognphera. 

The qveatioii of the propagabQity of akmI andintelleet* 
.«alq;oaUtiea ia a aomewhat mooted pointi into the metaphjaiea 
of whieh we do not propoac to enter ; bnt that there are 
inataneea of moral and intellcctoal as well as physical like- 
seaaea in fiunilieSi ia an undisputed fact, of which the subject 
of tbia memoir is a new and striking illustration. 

In the month of July, Anno Domini, 1810, on the erer 

memorable fourth day of the month, in the county of Carroll, , 

and State of Georgia, Simon Suggs, Jr., first saw the light, 

mingling the first noise he made in the world with the patri- 

otie explosions and rejoicings going on in honor of tho day. 

We haTO endeaTored in rain to ascertain, whether the auspi- 

eioua period of the birth of young Simon was a matter of 

aoeidenti or of human calculation, and sharp foresight, for 

wlud bis immediate ancestor on the paternal side was so' 

winimHj distinguished ; but, beyond a knowing wibk, and 

n dMvaoteriatie laudation of .his ability to aoeompliahwon* 

j0gtml tluBg*! ^^ to l^^P the run of the eardsi op the part 
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of the Tetenm captain, we have obtained no reliable bform*- 
tion on this interesting subject. It is something, howerer, 
to be remarked upon, that the natal daj of his eonntry and 
of Simon were the same. 

Very earlj in life, oar hero— for Peace hath her Tietoriety 
and, of coarse, her heroes, as well as war— gare a promisa 
of the hereditary genius of the Soggs's ; but as the incidents 
in proof of this rest on the authority, merely, of family 
tradition, we shall not riolato the sanctity of the domestic 
fireside, by relating thein. In the ninth year of his age ha 
was sent' to the public school in the neighborhood. Here he 
displayed that rare viTacity and enterprise, and that shrewd- 
ness and invention, which subsequently distinguished his 
riper age. Like his father, his study was less of books than 
of men. Indeed, it required a considerable eipenditure of 
birch, and much wear and tear of patience, to OTcreomo Iub 
constitutional aversion to letters sufficiently to enable him to 
master the alphabet. Not that he was too lasy to learn; 
on the contrary, it was his extreme industry in other and 
more congenial pursuits that stood in the way of the sedeii* 
tary business of instruction. It was not difficult to see thai 
the mantle of the Captam had (alien upon his farorite son ; 
at any rate, the breeches in which young Simon's lower 
proportions were encased, bore a wonderful resemblance to the 
old clo^ that the Captain had sported on so many oce»> 
sions. 

Simon*s course at school was marked by many of the traits 
distinguished him in after life; sotme is theaphorisn 
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lAkfc tiw great Kngliiilinwm wiamiced, timi iheboj ii bOm 
M tiw man. His gentna waa •minently oommareial, and ha 
^ma bj BO waawt daCoieiit fai praotioal arithmaiio. TUa pa- 
odiar Ian of adnd diapUyad itaalf in Ua liariarbga fbr tiw 
avail vana of aolioolboj aieroliaiidiao— topai applaa, and 
■arHaai aomaliaMa riaJBg to the dignity of a pan'kiiifc. In 
ttaaa axaidaaa af infiuitila entarpiiae, it waa obaanrabla that 
SuBon ahraya got the adtantaga in the trada ; and in that 
aanaa af aharity which aonceala daCsctai ha may be aaid to 
hftvo ahraya diaplayad that Tirtuo to a aonaidarabla di^graa. 
Tha aaaM bra of entarpriaa aarly lad him into gamaa of 

• 

^ Imaaid, aoah aa pnah-pm, marblaai ehnek-a-loak| haada and 
tnilai and other like boyiih paaiimea, in which hia ingenuity 
waa rewarded by marked succeaa. The yiYaoiouB and eager 
apirit of thia gifted nrohin acme times CTolTod and pat in 
piaetieey eren in the presence of the master, expedients of 
aneh sort aa aenrod to enliven the prorerbial monotony of 
aeliolastte confinement and study : such, for example, were 
the trapa act for the unwary and heedlesa scholar, made by 
throating a atring through the eye of a needle and passing it 
through holes in the school bench — one end of the string 
bdng attached to the machinist's leg, and. so fixed, that by 
pulling the string, the needle would protrude through the 
further hole and into the person of the urchin sitting over it, 
to the great diTcrtiacment of the spectators of this innocent 
pa at i me . The holea bebg filled with soft putty, the needle 
was eaaily replaced, and the point concealed, ao that when 
Aa outorr of tha tictim waa heard| Simon waa diligently 
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ponistDg hifl book, and tho onlj ooDfloqaoncc was a disnunal 
of the complaint, and the aniorcemoni of tho oomplainaai bj 
the master, pro falwo damarc. Beginning to bo a littlo 
more boldljr enterprising, the usual fortune of those who 
" conquer or excel mankind** befell our hero, and he was 
made the seape^at of the school ; all Tagrant offences that 
could hot be proved against anj one else being visited upon 
him ; a summary procedure, which, as Simon remarked, 

. brought down genius to the level of blundering mediocrityi 
and made of no avail the' most ingenious arts of deocptaon 
and concealment The master of the old field sdiool was 
one of the regular faeultj, who had great faith in tho ol^ 
medicine for the eradication of moral diseases — tho eataaeous 
tonic, as he called it — and repelled, with great soom, tlio 
modem quackeries of kind encouragement and moral suasion. 
Aocordinglj, the fiagellations and euffings which Simon 
received, were such and so many as to give him a high 
opinion of the powers of endurance, the recuperative ener- 
gies, and the immense vitality of the human system. Simon 
tried, on one occasion, the experiment of fits ; but Dominio < 
Dobbs was inexorable ; and as tho fainting posture only 
exposed to the Dominie new and fresher points of attadCi 
Simon was fain to unroll his eyes, draw up again his lower 
jaw, and come too. Simon, remarking in his moralising 
way upon the virtue of 4>crseverance, has been heard to 
declare that he '' lost that game'* by being unable to keep 

firom seratching during a space of three minutes and a half; 

irhieh he would have aeeomplishod, but fbr tho Dosiaio's 
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toMU^gknioBilie nw,eMiiedli]r ridiog a nm bure-bieked 
tih0 Snday ballMre. ** Upon what dender diroftdt hang the 
gmtoilefOBisI'' Dovbtfeit thote ezperieDoes of jonog 
Si^gt wwo aol withoat effwi upon ao obfonring and atga- 
dow aa nildleet To tliem we aiay traoe tlial siroiig ro- 
pablican Iriaa and thote ftnrid ezpraMnom in faTor of Jkm* 
ocfalie priae^kiy wUeh, all throogli lifoi and in tlw lanki 
of wlialever party lio iai|^t be firand, be efer ezbibited and 
; and probably to tbe unfeeling^ and eometimee n^jnst 
of Dovinie Dobba, wae ho indebted for bia de?o- 
tion to that prineipleof eriminal jnatioe he ao pertinaeionsly 
nplMU, whidi reqniros fall proof of guilt before it awarda 
pvaidunent. 

We moat pass orer a few years in the life of Simon, who 
eontmned at aehool| growing in aise and wisdom ; and not 
More inatroeted by what he learned there, than by the Tain- 
able information whieh hia reverend father gave him in the 
ahape of hia aage eonnaela and sharp ezperieneea of the 
world and ita waya and wiles. An erent oeonrred in Simon^a^ 
ifteenth year, whieh diasolved the tie that bonnd him to hia 
ivatie Alma Maier^ the only inatitntion of lettera whieh 
can boaat of hia eonnection with it Dominie Dobbs, one 
Friday erening, shortly after the elose of the labors of* the 
acholaatio week, waa quietly taking firom a handkerehief in 
whieh he had plaoed it, a flaak of powder ; as he preaaed 
the knot of the handkerehief, ii preaaed upon the elide of 
the laaky whieh aa it rerolTod, bore npon a Ineifer mateh 
HtfU %Bitjsd the powder; the eiploaioii tore the haadker- 
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chief to pteees, and also one ear and three Angers of ibo 
Dominie's right hand — ^those fingers thai had wielded the 
birch upon young Simon with such effect Suspicion fell oa 
Simon, notwithstanding he was the first boy to leave the 
school that evening. This suspicion derired some corrobo* 
ration from other facts ; but the eridence was wholly cir- 
cumstantial No positire proof whaterer connected Simon 
with this remarkable accident ; but the characteristic prm* 
donee of the elder Suggs suggested the eipedioncy of Si* 
men's leaving for a time a part of the country V here char- 
acter was held in so little esteem. Accordingly the inflii- * 
once of his father procured for Simon a situation in the 
neighboring county of Randolph, in the State of Alabaaai 
near the gold mines, as clerk or assistant in a store for re- 
tailing spirituous liquors, which the owner, one IMzoa 
Tripes, had set up for refreshment of the public, withoni 
troubling the County Court for a license. Here Simon was 
early initiated into a knowledge of men, in such situations 
as to present their characters nearly naked to the eye. Tho 
neighbors were in .the habit of assembling at the grocery, 
almost every day, in considerable numbers, urged thereto 
by the attractions of the society, and the beverage thera 
abounding ; and games of various sorts added to the chams 
of conversation and social intercourse. It was the general 
reudeivous of the fast youflg gentlemen for ten miles around ; 
and horse-racing, shooting-matches, quoit-pitching, cock- 
fighting, and card-playing filled up the vaeant honrs belwesa 
drinks. 
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Ik MMh dioiM lodoty it mmj well be eoppoaed that lo 
ggtyjMj a leH^er and ao inquisiUTe a nund aa Siaion'a 
'fiNOid eongemal and deligbtftil emj^ojiiieiit; and it wai not 
loiig belbM Ilia aeqmrements ranked him amoqg the fore- 
■Mat in that aebet aad ipirited eommimity. Althoof^ good 
at aD the gaaMi a eat ioa ed, eard-playing eonatitiited hia hr 
fwita aMaaaaent^ not lea fbr the ezeiteaMot it afinrded 
hoB, Aaa fbr the rare oj^ortmiity it gare him of itadying 

The akill he attained in meaaaring diataneea, wai equal 
to that diipbyed in hia yonth, by hia venerated father, ineo- 
■neh that in any diqiated qoeation in pitdiing or shooting, 
to aOoir him to meaanre was to give him the mateh ; while 
hia proficiency " in arranging the papers " — ^mlgarly called 
aloeking a pack — was nearly equal to sleight of hand. 
HaTing been appointed jodge of a quarter race on one occa- 
mon, he decided in favor of one of the parties by three 
iiidMS and a half; and such was the sense of the winner of 
Simon's judicial ezpertness and impartiality, that immediate- 
ly after the decision was made, he took Simon behind the 
gr oce ry aad dirided the purse with him. By means of the 
aecomulation of his wonderful industry, Simon went forth 
with a somewhat heterogeneous assortment of plunder, to 
net iqp a traffio on his own account : naturally desiring a 
wider theatre, which he found in the city of Columbus in 
hia natire State. He returned to the paternal roof with an 
atore of goods and experience from his sojourn in 

. Among other property, he brought with him a 

t 
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small nc6 mare, which excited the MqaiMiiTeneM of his 
father, who, deairing an easier mode of aoqnisiUoB thaa by 
purchase, proposed to stake a horse be had (the same be 
had swapped for, on the road to Hontgomerj, with the hnd 
speculator,) against Simon's mare, upon the issue of a gasM 
of seven up. Since the game of chess between Mr. Jeffer* 
son and the French Minister, which lasted throe years, per- 
haps there nerer has been a more closelj contested matdi 
than that between these keen, sagacious and practised qiorts- 
men. It was played with all advantages ; all the lights of 
science were shed upon that game. The old gentleman had 
the advantage of experience — the young of genius : it was 
the old fogy against young America. For a long time the 
result was dubious ; as if Dame Fortune was unable or un- 
willing to decide between her favorites. The game stood 
iiz and fix, and young Simon had the deal. Just as the 
deal commenced, after one of the most brilliant shuffles the 
senior had • ever made, Simon carelessly laid down his Un> 
toise-shell snuff-box on the table ; and the father, afibeting 
nonchalancey and inclining his head towards the box, in 
order to peep under as the cards were bebg dealt, took a 
pinch of snuff; the titillating restorative was strongly adnl- 
tc^ated with cayenne pepper; the old fogy was oompelled to 
sneese ; and Just as he recovered from the concussion, the 
first object that met his^ye was a Jack turning in Simon's 
hand. A struggle seemed to be gobg on in the old man's 
breast between a feeling of pride in his son and a sense of 
his individual loss. It soon eeased, however. The ikthec 
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■itm bad deigned Um for tho bar« 
To ftDow SimoB throogb tlio orentftil and oliedKarod 
of kia aaaent anaiiliood, would bo to oolargo thia 
afceloh to a Tohmo. Wo aval bo oontont to atato brieflyi 
lluii asflh waa tho proieioiMy bo mado in tho polito aoeom- 
flkkaoBta of tho day, and aoeh tbo ropotatioa ho aeqtuiod i 
nt all thoao aita whkh wis anoooaa in kgal praotieo, whoa jl 
dbaiolo ODOigetaoally i^vpUodi that aiany aagao^ma mon. pro* 
dietod ttat ike law wouU fet elepaie Sinum to a prmninenO"^ 
jpAmo in ikepMk view. In bia Iwontj-firat yoari Simoni 
otarting oat with a singlo mare to trado in horaes in tho ad- 
Joining Stato of Alabama, retomed, each was hb auocoMf 
with a dfOTO of six borsea and a mole, and among thorn 
tbo Toy mare bo atarted with. ThoBe, with tho exception 
of the mare, he converted into money; he had found 
her inrinctblo in all trials of speed, and determined to 
keep her. Trying his fortune once more in Alabama, where 
ho bad been so eminently successful, Simon went to tho 
ritj of Wetumpka, where he found the races about coming 
oC Aa bia mare had too much reputation to get bets upon 
kor, aa ingenioua idea struck Simon — ^it was to take beta, . 
tbfooi^ aa agent, agaifut her, in fkyor of a long-legged 
fcofM^ eatered for the races. It was rery plain to see. that 
SiaaoB^i mare was bound to win If he let her. He backed 
^Mo owa BHtfO openly, and got some trifling bets on her ; and 
Us efpeA yftm fiirtaaato obou|^ to pick iqp a grooa4ookiiig 
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Georgia sucker, who bet with him the fall amoimi left of 
Simon's ** pile.'* The stakes were deposited in doe form to 
the amount of some two thousand dollars. Simon was to 
ride his own mare — wild Kate, as ho called her — and be bad 
determined to hold her back, so that the other horse should 
win. But the Georgian, having bj accident overheard the 
conversation between Simon and his agent, before the race, 
cut the reins of Simon's bridle nearlj through, but in ao 
ingenious a manner, that the incision did not appear. The 
race came off as it had been arranged; and as Simon wis 
carefully holding back bis emulous filly, at the same time 
giving her whip and spur, as though he would bare her do 
her best, the bridle broke under the strain ; and the marei 
released from check, flew to and past the goal like the wiodi 
some three hundred yards ahead of the horse, upon the foo- 
cess of which Simon had ** piled '' up so largely. 

A shout of laughter like that which pursued Masepp4| 
arose from the crowd (to whom the Georgian had communi- 
cated the facts), as Simon swept by, the involuntary winner 
of the race ; and in that laugh, Simon .heard the annouaoe* 
ment of the discovery of his ingenious contrivance. He did 
not return. 

Old Simon, when he heard of this ^Mmntermine, foU bta 
paroxysms of gri^f, which could not find oonsolation b leiti 
than a quart of red-eye. 'Heart-stricken, the old patriardi 
ezclaimed*^'' Oh 1 Simon 1 my son Simon I to be orereono 
in that way I— a Suggs to be humbugged I His own Jack to b« 
taken outen his hand and tuned on him I OhI that I sboold 
W lived to see this day J** 
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IVocarflng to HootgooMrjiSiflMMi fiMmd an opfliiiig on 
Iko lUther uit of a fiuro table ; and haTing diqpoiod of the 
nee aare fx three himdfed doUara, banked on thia eapital, 
hal with anall att ee e a a . Mr. Svgga' opinkm of the people 
of MostfoaMiy waa not high; thqr were fiudiioiied on a 
rmj djaiinntife aealoi he uaod to aaji and di^graded the 
aatioMl aaraaeoMBt^ bj wagera, whieh aa enterpriaiiig boj 
wodd eeorn to haaard at poah-pin. One Saai Boggiia 
joong kwjer ^ of that ilk,** haTiog been eleaaed out of hia 
entire atake of ten dollarai wiahed tp eontinne the game on 
eraditi and SiaMm gratified liini| taking hia hw lieonae in 
pawn fbr two doDara and a half; whieh pawn the afinreaaid 
Sanmel failed to redeem. Oar pmdent and earoftil adToa- 
tarer filed away the sbocpskin, thinkiDg that lometime or 
other, he might be able to pot it to good nae. 

The loaaea Simon had met with, and the nnpromising 
proapeeta of gentlemen who liTed on their wits, now that the 
hard times had set in, prodaoed an awakening inflnenee upon 
hia eonaeienoe. He dotermined to abandon the nomadio-life 
he had led, and to aettle himself down to aome regular busi- 
neaa. He had long folt a call to the law, and he now 
reaolTod to ** locate,'* and apply himself to the duties of that 
learned profeasion. Simon was not long in deciding upon a 
loeation. The apiritod manner in which the State of 
Arkansas had repudiated a public debt of some fire hundred 
ithonaand doUara gare him a faTorable opinion of that people 
aa a community of litiganta, while the accounts which came 
leomint fkom that bri|^t land, of murdera and felonies 
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iDDnmeimble, soggostod tho valoo of tho erimintl praetioe. 
He wendod his way into that State, nor did he tarrj until 
ho reached tho Doighborhood of Fort Smithi^a promising bor- 
der town in tho very Ultima TfiuU (^civilization^ suoh aa 
it wosj jnst on tho confines of tho Choctaw nation. It waa 
in this region, in tho vilhigo of Rackensaok, that he pat vp 
his sign, and offered himsolf for practice. I shall not at- 
tempt to describe the popolation. It is indescribable. I 
shall only say that the Indians and half-breeds across tho 
border oomplained of it mightily. 

The motive for Simon's seeking so remote a location waa 
that he might get in adranoe of his reputation^being laud- 
ably ambitious to acquire forensio distinction, ho wished hb 
fame as a lawyer to be independent of all oztranoous and 
adventitious assistance. His first act in the practice was 
under the statute of Jeo Fails. It eonsisted of an amend- 
ment of the license he had got from Boggs, as before related ; 
which amendment, was ingeniously effected by a careful era- 
sure of the name of that gentleman, and the insertion of hia 
own in the plaoe of it Having accomplished this feat, ho 
presented it to the eourt, then in session, and was duly 
admitted an attorney and oounscUor at law and solicitor ia 
chancery. 

There is a tone and spirit of morality attaohbg to the 
profession of tho law so elevating and porvasito in its in* 
fluenoe, as to work an almost instantaneous reformation ia 
Uio eharacter and habits of its disciples. If this bo not so, 
it was certainly a most singular coinoidonoo that^ jnst at the 
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tiaa af Ui ■deptioo of this vocation, Simon abandoned the 
- frnrita p Mt i»n » of hi! joutb, tod tbs irrcgnlBritics of hia 
Mrikr jmn. Indoad, ho hu been heard to dcclaro that 
aaj harytr, hUIUBg conscieotloualy tbo dutiei of hia pro- 
§mdm, will Cad SBoagh to employ all his resources of art, 
■tnt^m asd deztorily, withoat resorting to other and more 
•qdfoed BaAoda fin- their exercise. 

It wu Dot long before Simon 'a genius began to find oa- 
' •■rioM md op p or tw tities of exhibition. When he first came 
to tho bar, tbara wen but botch suits on the docket, two of 
tbooe bMBg tfptth from a justice's court. In the coorsa 
of aU sooths, ao indofatigablo was ho in iDstructing clients, 
M to tbair riglita, tiw number of suits grow to forty. Simon 
'"^r aa be is now called — Colond Suggs, dal«nnwed on 
wianing reputation in a moat effeotiTe braneh of praotio^— 
ooe that ha ihrcwdly perceired waa too mneh n^aetod bj 
the prolesaion — tba braaob of preparing eaaes otit <^ court 
fw trial While other lawyen vera buy in getting up tba 
law ot tbeir oaaoa, tbo Colonel wai no leM bn^ ia ffettlng «p 
the beta (rf hia. 

One of the most meeeaafnl of OoL Sngga' effarta, waa la 
iMbalf of hia landlady, in whom he Cilt a warm and deoidad 
faitereat She bad been linng for many yean in Ignorant 
eoBteBtadn«aB,witli an indolent, easy nahurad man, her hoh 
iMad, who waa'DOt managing her aeparata estala, eontiating 
«f a plautatioB and about twen^ &«groea, and aome town 
paepe rty , with mwdi thrift The lady waa boxom and ^y; 
ndtU nuavof tfct oomplawunbleaMdwitbc^ldroi. 
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BjT the most insinuatiDg maDnen, Col. Suggs at length tiuh 
cccded in opening the lady's eyes to a true sense of her hap* 
less condition, and the danger in which her property was 
placed, from the improvident habits of her sponse ; and, 
baring ingenioosly deceived the nnsaspecting hnsband into 
some suspicious appearances, which were duly obsenred by a 
witness or two provided for the purpose, he soon prevailed 
upon his fair hostess to file a bill of divorce ; whieh she 
readily procured under the Colonel's auspices. Under tbo 
pretence of protecting her property from the claims of her 
busband^s creditors, the Colonel was kind enough to take a 
conveyance of it to himself ; and, shortly afterwards, the fair 
libellant ; by which means he secured himself from thoso 
distracting calres which beset the young legal praotitiooeri 
who stands in immediate need of the wherewithal 

Col. Suggs' prospects now greatly improved, and he saw be- 
fore him an extended field of usefulness. The whole eomm«- 
nity felt the efiects of his activity. Long dormant claims 
came to light ; and rights, of the very ezistenee of whieh| 
suitors were not before aware, were brought into praetieal 
assertion. From restlessness and inactivity, the population 
became excited, inquisitive and intelligent, as to the laws of 
their country ; and the hiinous effects of servile aequieseeneo 
in wrong and oppression^ were averted* 

The fault of lawyers ia preparing their cases was too 
generally a dilatoriness of movement, whieh sometimes de- 
ferred until it was too late, the creating of the proper im* 
pressioD upon the minds of the Jury. Thiswas Botthe frnU 
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of CoL Svggi ; ho alwajt took time by tho fimlooL In* 
ileid of wailiiig to oraile prejadioM in tho minds of tho 
jwji mtil they were in tho box, or defanring vntil thin tho 
aiti of persoatioB, ho wmitod vpon thorn beHoro thoj'waro 
omponndled; ondhoalwajt soooeedod bettor olthottinMi 
as thej hsd not then roeeiTod sn improper Uss firom tho 
testimony. Inoesseof snyimportsnoeilieilwsysmsniied 
to hoTO his friends in theeonrt roon^so thstwiien snyof 
tho jurors wore ehslloi^god, lio might hsTO their plsees tiled 
by good men and tmo ; and, aithong h this m o r o is ed his o»- 
oonsidoraUyi by a laigo annual bill at tiie grooeiyi 



be nofor regretted any expense, either of timoi labor or mo- 
■eyi neeesssiy to soooess in his bosmess. Sooh was his seal 
far his dionts I 

He was in the habit, too, of free eorrespondenee with the 
opposite party, which enabled him at onoe to eondnot his 
ease with better adyantsge, and to supply any omissions or 
chasms in the proof: and so far did he carry the habit of 
testifying in his own cases, that his clients were always as- 
oored that in employing him,^tbey were procurbg counsel 
and witness at the same time, and by the same retainer. By 
a Teiy easy process, he secured a large debt barred by the 
otatnto of limitations, and completely circumrented a fraud- 
wlent defendant who was about to arail himself of that men* 
dsoioos defence. He ante-datod the writ, and thus brought 
tho case elear of the statute. 

One of the most harassing annoyances that were iniieted 
tho OB^grant eenunnnity around hinii was the reriTal' 




SIMON BVQQBf JR^ ESQ. ; A .LEGAL DlOORArUT. 187 

of old claims oontracted in tho State from wliich thej came, 
and which the Shjlocks holding them, although they well 
knew that the pretended debtors had, expressly in consider- 
ation of getting rid of them, put themselves to the pains of 
exile and to the losses and discomforts of leaving their old 
hooves and settling in a now country, in fraudulent violatioii 
of this object, were ruinously seeking to enforce, ercn to the 
deprivation of the property of the citiien. In one instaneoi 
a cashier of a Bank in Alabama brought on claims against 
some of the best citisens of tho country, to a largo amoant| 
and instituted suits on them. CoL Suggs was retained to 
defend them. The cashier, a venerable-looking old gentle- 
man, wh,o had extorted promises of payment, or at least had 
heard from the debtors promises of payment, which their 
necessitous circumstances had extorted, but to which he well 
knew they did not attach much importance, was waiting to 
become a witness sgainst them. Col. Suggs so concerted 
operations, as to have some half-doien of the most worthless 
of the population follow the old gentleman about whenever 
he went out of doors, and to bo seen with him on various 
occasions ; and btfsybg himself in circulating through the 
community, divers reports disparaging the reputation of tho 
witness, got the cases ready for trial. It was agreed thai 
one verdict should settle all the cases. The defendant 
pleaded the statute of limitations; and to do away with tho 
effect of it, the plaintiff offered the cashier as a witness. 
Not a single question was asked on cross-examination ; but 
a smile of derisioni which was aeoompanied by a fbreordaia- 
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•4 titter btUnd Um bu, was Tisible on tbe tacca of Simon 
KMd lui dknt, M Im tMtiled. The defendant Ibon offered 
ft doMM cr Mora witoMMi, who, much to the surprise of tbe 
nbla euliiar, diMradhad h!mj and tbe jar;, without 
[ tht btz, fomtd k verdict for the defendant. Tie 
r wu aboat mtniag for a new trial, nben, it being 
d to hua that a wnmnt wu about to bo issued foT 
B on * eliargo of perjury, be ooncluded not to 
•M tho nMlt of ■■oh » process, and indignantly loft the 



The onanial pnetAe, eipccially, fascinated the regards 
■■d engaged the atteMion of Col. Suggs, as a department of 
Ua profeasion and esergiea. He aoon became aequainted 
with all the arta and eontriTaneea bj whieh pnblie juitioe ta 
circBmTented. Indietmenta that eonld not be qnaahed, were 
sonetimea Bjalcrionaljr ont of the waj ; and the clerk hod 
oeeaaion to reproaeh his careleaaneas in not Sling them in tbe 
proper placea, when, aome daja after easea had been dia- 
miaaed for tbe want of them, they were diaeorered by him in 
aome old file, or among the exeeutions. He waa requeated, 
or rather be volonteered in one capital eaae, to draw a "6^ 
oogniuDoa for a committing magistrate, ai he (Sogga) waa 
idly looking on, not being concerned in tho trial, and ao 
fUintonaly did be happen to introdoec the u^liTe partielo 
in the condition of the bond, that he honnd the defendant, 
Bsder a heavy penalty, "tut" ta appear at oonrt and an- 
ower to the charge; whicb appearance, donbtleoa, much 
^ainat ftia will, and merely to aave hia nrttioa, the deftnd- 
■at freeao d ei fiuthAUly aot to waka. 
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Col. Suggs also oztricatod a client and hU sureties from 
a forfeited reeognizanee, bj having the defaulting defend* 
iiDt's obituary notiee somewhat prematurely inserted in tbtf 
ncwopapcrs; the solieitor, seeing which, discontinued pro- 
ceedings ; for which service, the deceased, immediately after 
the adjournment of court, returned to the officer his personal 
acknowledgments : '^ not that," as he expressed it, ** it mai- 
tdred any thing to him personally, but because it uxmU Uav€ 
aggravated tliefedings of his friends he had left behind 
him, to of let the thing rip arter he was defuncL" 

The most difficult case Col. SuggHcver had to managOi 
was to extricate a client from jail, after sentence of death" 
bad been passed upon him. But difficulties, so fiir from 
discouraging him, only had the effect of stimulating his 
energies. He procured the aid of a young physician in tho 
premises — the prisoner was suddenly taken ill — the phyaiciaa 
pronounced the disease small 4K>z^ The wife of the pria- 
oner, with true womanly devotion, attended on hint The 
prisoner, after a few a days, was_ reported dead, and the 
doctor gave out that it would be dangerous to approach tho 
corpse. A coffin was brought into the jail, and the wife waa 
put into it Vy the physician — she being enveloped in her 
husband*s clothes. The coffin was put in ji cart and drivett 
off— the husband, habited in the woman's apparel, following 
after, mourning piteously, until, getting out of the village, ho 
disi^ipeared in the thicket, where he found a horse prepared 
for him. The wife obstinately refused to be buried in the 
husband's plaee when she got to the grave ; .bai the 
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The ImI aod addroM of CoL Svggi oppooad MMh obot»» 
dot lo tlio onforeeiiieBt of tko erimtnal law is tliai ptrl of 

"' the eovBlrjy thmfti fbUowing tha ozampla of tlio E^glidi gor* 
otBBMBl^ vlien Iriaii palriotiam iMgina to erotta aaaojaiioeii 
tho Stata aatnrally felt aazioas to engage Ub eerrioea in ite 
bebaK Aeeordioglyi at tlie meettng of tlie Aikaaaaa kg* 

^ialatvreiat ita aeaaioiLof 18i-^ lo aeon aa the matter of 
the kOlisg a aMmber on the floor of the hoiiaei hj the 
apeakeri with a Bow^knife, waa diqpoaed of hj a reao- 
kitaoo of Biild eenauei fbr iakpnideat preeipitaiieji Simon 
Sogga, Jr., Eaquire, waa elected lolicitor for the Baekea- 
aaek diatrici GoL Suggs brought to the diaohaige of the 
datiea of hia office energiea aa unimpaired and Tigoroua aa in 
the daja of hia first practice; and entered upon it with a 
mind free from the Tczationa of domestic cares, haring pro- 
enred a diroroe from his wife on the ground of infidelitji 
Imt magnanimouslj giring her one of the negroes, and a horaci 
aaddle and bridle. 

The business of the State now flourished bejond all pre- 
oedent Indictments multiplied : and though miny of them 
were not tried — ^th^ solicitor discoTcring, after the' finding 
of then^ as he honestlj confessed to the court, that the eri- 
dence would not support them : jet, the Colonel could well 
aaj, with an eminent Engliah barrister, that if he tried few 
er cases in court| he settled more caaea out of court than any 
ether nmmsel 
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The marriage of Col. Suggs, some throe years after 
appointment of solicitor, with the lovely and acoomplislMd 
Che-wte-na-tabbe, daughter of a distinguished prophet and 
warrior, and head-man of the neighboring territory of the 
Choctaw Indians, induced his removal into that beautifiil and 
improving country. His talents and connections at onco 
raised him to the councils of that interesting people ; and 
ho received the appointment of agent for the settlement of 
claims on the part of that tribe, and particular individttali 
of it, upon the treasury of the United States. This respon« 
sible and lucrative office now engages the time and talents 
of Col. Suggs, who may be seen every winter at Washington, 
faithfully and laboriously engaged with members of Congress 
and in the departments, urging the matters of his misssion 
upon the dull sense of the Janitors of the Federal Treasuj. 

Hay' his shadow never grow less ; and may the Indiaaa 
live to get their dividends of the arrears paid to their ageni. 
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SQUIRE A. AND THE FRITTEBa 

Now, in tbe timet we write of, the floorialiiiig Tfllige of 
IL was in ita udutej. She had not dreamed of the great 
tUnigli in atore fbr her when she ahonld hare reaehed her teeni| 
and raihroad eara orowded with Tiiitora, shonld make lier the 
leUe-Tillage of all tbe aarrounding eoontiy. A few log honaei 
Imatily erected and orerorowded with inmates, alone were to be 
Been; no^ did the inn, either in the order or style of its arehiteo- 
tnre, or in the beanty or comfort of its interior arrangements 
and accommodations, differ from the other and less public ed« 
ifices about her. In sober truth, it must be confessed that, 
like the great man after whom she waa named, the promise 
of her youth waa by no means equal to the respectability of 
her more adtanced age. It was the season of the year most 
nnpropitious to the derelopment of the resources of the 
landlord and the skill of the cook. Fall had set m, and flour 
made cakes were not set out Wheat was not then an arti- 
cle of home growth, and suppliiss of flour were only to be got 
from Mobile, and not from thence, unless when the Tom- 
hlfbee river was up; so/for a long time, the boardera and 
> ftt^sta of the taTtm had to roug^ it on cam dodgit^ aa it 
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WM called, greatly to their discontent At length the jqjrfol 
tidings were proclaimed, that a barrel of floor had come from 
Mobile. Much ezoitement prevailed. An animated diaciu- 
sion arose as to the form in which the new aliment should be 
tfcrred up ; and on the motion of A., who eloquently second* 
ed his own resolution, it was determined that FHlUn shonld 
be had for supper that night. Supper time dragged its ilow 
length along : it came, however, at last 

There were a good many boarders at the Inn— some 
twenty or more — and but one negro waiter, except a serrani 
of J. T., whom he kept about him, and who waited at talik. 
Now, if Squire A. had any particular weakness, it was in b^ 
Tor of fritters. Fritters were a great favorite, trmaper m; 
but in the dearth of edibles, they were most especially so. 
He had a way of eating them with molasses, which gavo 
them a rare and delectable relish. Accordinglyi seating him* 
self the first at the table, and taking a position next the door 
nearest to the kitchen, he prepared himself for the onslaughi. 
He ordered a soup-plate and filled it half full of molasies 
tucked up his sleeves — ^brought the public towel from tho 
roller in the porch, and fixed it before him at the neck, to 
as to protect his whole bust — and stood as ready as the jolly 
Abbot over the haunch of venison, at the widow Olendin- 
ning*s, to do full justice to the provant, when announced. 

Now, A. had a distinguished reputation and immense skill 
in the art and mystery of fritter eating. How many he could 
eat at a meal I forget, if I ever heard him say, but /should 
•ty^BiaUngallowaiioasforaxaggeratioii in suoh tUngt-frooi 
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die Tarions efUniates I haye hoardi well on to the melter 
•f a bnaliel— poiiibly a half a peek or ao, more or leaa. 
When right brown and reeking with freah lki| it woald take aa 
Huajpenona to feedhimaaaearding-maehine. SamHark* 
neaa naed to aay, that if a wiek were ran down kia throat af- 
ter a fritter dinner, and lit, it would bom a week— but I dmiH 
bdierethat 

He naed no implement b eating bat a finrL He paaied 
the fork throagh the fritter in aooh a way aa to break ita 
bade, and doable it opb the form of the letter W,andpreBa- 
iBg it throagh and eloeing up the Itnea, woold floaridi it 
aroond in the mo l aaaea two or three timea, and then eonrej 
h, whole, to hia month— drawing the fork out with a aort of 
o*h-a-g. 

If A. erer intended to haTO his dagnorreotype taken— 
that waa the time— for a more hopeful, eomplaeent, benero- 
lent east of ooontenanoe, I nerer. aaw than hia, when the 
door being left a little ajar, the oook could be aeen in the 
kitehen, making time about the skillet, and the &t was heard 
eheerfully spitting and spattering in the pan. 

" But pleasures are like poppies spread,** and ao forth« 
As when some guileless ooek-robin is innoeenUy rsgaling 
himself in the ehase of a rainbow spangled butterfly, pois- 
ing himself on wing, and in the rery act of eonTeying the 
gay inseet to his expectant spouse for domestic use, some ill* 
omened Tulture, seated In solitary atate on a tree hard by, 
nnfurla hia wing, and awoopa in fell destruotion upon the 
hsj^leas warbler, leaTing nothing of thia scene of peace and 
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innocoDce but a smothered cry and a atriog of feathort. So 
did J. T. look u^n this sccno of Sqniro A.*s ozpoctaoi and 
hopeful oountenaneo with a like and kindred malignitj and 
fell purpose. In plnlu prose,— eonfcderating and conspir- 
ing with three other masterful fritter eaters and Sandj, tho 
amateur waiter at the Inn, it was agreed that Sandy ihould 
station himself at the door, and, as the waiting-girl eame in 
with the fritters, he should reeeive the plate, and conTey 
the same to the other confederates for their special behoof, 
to the entire neglect of the claim of Squire A. in the pfo> 
mises. 

Accordingly the girl brought in the first plate— which 
was received by Sandy — Sandy brought tlie plate on with 
stately step close by Squire A. — the Squire's fork was raised 
to transfix at least six of the smoking cakes with a eontin- i 

goncy of sweeping the whole platter ; but the wary Sandy 
raised the plate high in air, nor heeded he the Squire's ca- 
joling tones — " Here, Sandy, hero, this way, Sandy," Again 
the plAte went and came, but with no better success to tho 
Squire. Sandy came past a third time— '* I say, Sandy, thia 
way — this way— come Sandy— come now— do— 111 remem- 
ber you ;" — but Sandy walked on like the Queen of tho West \ 
unheeding ; the Squire threw himself back in his chair and 
looked in the puddle of molasses in his plate sourly enoogh / 
to have fermented it« Again — again— again and yet again 
— the plate passed on — the fritters getting browner and 
browner, and distance lending enchantment to the view : bai' 

the Squire couldn't get a showing. The Sqnire began to bo 
7 
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p6raBptof7i and Uuealened Sandy with all aorta of ester- 
ainalioii finr hia oontmnaiojr; but the intrepid aenritor paaaed 
along aa if he had been deaf and dumb, and hia only bni^ 
Maa to eany frittera to the other end of the taUe. At 
lepgth Sandy eame baek with an empty plate, and reported 
thai the frittera were all out The Sqnire eoold eon- 
lain himaelf no longer-^onhameaaing himaelf of the towel 
and atriUng hia fiat on the table, upaetting thereby about a 
pint of B M> l aaaea from hia plate, he exolaimed in tonea of 
thuder, ^111 qnit thia dratted honae: 111 be eternally and 
oonatiftntionally dad Uamed, if I atand anoh infernal partial- 
ity I * and mahed ont of the hooae bto the poroh, where he 
Biel J. T., who, eooUy picking hia teeth, aaked the Sqnire 
how he " liked the frittera? '* We need not give the reply* 
— «a all ikai matter waa afterwarda honourably aettled by a 
board of honor* 
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JONATHAN AND THE CONSTABLE 

Now, brother JonathaD was a disiingaiahed member of 
the fratemitj, and had maintaiDed a leading poiition in ibo 
profession for many years, ever sinee, indeed, he had mi- 
grated from the land of steady habits. His masculine sensoi 
acateness and shrewdness, were relieyed and mellowed by 
fine social habits and an original and genial hnmor, mora 
grateful because coming from an exterior something rigid 
and inflexible. He had— and we hope we may be able to 
say so for thirty years yet — a remarkably acute and quick 
sense of the ridiculous, and is not fonder than other humor 
ists of exposing a full front to the batteries of others than 
turning them on his friends. Some fifty-fire years hat 
passed over his head, but he is one of those CTcrgroen or 
never-green plants upon which time makes but little improe- 
sion. He has his whims and prejudices, and being an elder 
of the Presbyterian church, he is especially annoyed by a 
drunken man. ' • 

It so happened that a certain Ned Ellctt was pretty high, 
as well in office as in liquor, one drisily winter eyening— 
during the session of the 8. Circuit Court He had takon 
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im Aargt OM Nuh, ft honft-thicf, and also a tieVlor of rye 
wbidiBf ; ud tliu donblt duty coining upon bim Bome- 
wfaat uwxpeoladlj, wu nine than ho could well sustain 
kiwwlf wkl«r. TIm Uik of disctiarging tho prisoner orer, 
Ned wu ntting I7 the fin in' tli^ ball of the CbocUw 
Hmue, n (Gwp Beditotton i^n tho mutations in human af- 
fun, when h» reeaved & rammotis from Jonatban, to come 
to Ui raoiB, for tlie pnrpOM of receiving a letter to be ear- 
ned to ft client in the part of the county in which Ned re- 
rided. It wai ftboat ten o'eleclc at night. Jonathan and I 
oooMpwd the ftamt room and bed on tho gronad-floor of the 
bwlding, and I bad retired tot the nigbt. 

PreMDtly Ned eame to, and took hii seat by tho Sn. 
Tho spirits, by this time, began to prodooe their osnal effects. 
Ned was habited in a green blanket orer-eoat, into whioh tho 
rain had soaked, and the aetion of the fin on it railed a oon- 
ndenble fog. Ned was a raw-boned, rough-looking eos- 
tomer, nbont six feet hi^ and weighing about two hundred 
net— elothes, liqnor, beard and all, about three hondred. 
After Jonathan had giren him the letter, and Nod had criti- 
eally exanuned the supersoription, remarUng something 
about the handwriting, whioh, sooth to say, was not eopy- 
plate — be put it in his hat, and Jonathan asked him some 
question aboat his errand to L. 

" Why, Sqnin," said Ned, " you see I had to take Nash 
—Nash had been stealing of bosses, snd I had a wamnt 
fbr him and took him. — -3lass, Naah is the smartest teller 
jw^ofer MSI Ht knows about Boot areiy thing and tmtrj 
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body. He knows all the lawyers, Blass — ^I toll yoa he doeS| 
and no mistake. He was the morriost, jovialost feller jou 
ever see, and ean sing more ohroniole songs than one of these 
show fellers that comes round with the sackus. He didn't 
8ccm to mind bein took than a pet sheep. I tell yoa he 
didn't, Blass — and when I tell yon a thing, Blass, yon hot* 
ter had believe it, yoa had. Blass, did yoa erer hear of 
my telling a lie? No, not by a jag*fulL Blass, aint I an 
hones' man { (Tos, said B., I gness you are.)—" Ga e s s ■ 
Ooess— / say guess. Well, as I was a saying, about Nash 
— I asked Nash, what he was doin perusin about the coon- 
tiy, and Nash said he was just perusin about the country to 
see the climit ? But I know'd Hanrey Thompson wouldn't 
like me to be bringin a prisner in loose, so I put the strings 
on Nash, and then his feathers drappod, and then Blass, ho 
got to crying— and, Blass, he told me— (blubbering) ho told 
mo about his old mother m Tennessee, and how her 

heart would be broke, and all that — and, Blass, I'm a hard 
man and my foolins4tint easy teched — but (here Ned boohood 

right out,) Blass,I'll be if I oan bar to see a man ex* 

bauBted." 

Ned drew his coat-slcere oyer his eyes, blow his nosOy 
and snapped his fingers oyer the fire and proceeded : " Blass, 
ho asked about you and Lewis Scott, and what for a lawyer 
jou was, and 111 toll you Jest what I told him, Blass, says I, 
old Blass, when it comes to hard law, Nash, knows about all 
the law they is— but whether he kin norate it from the stump 
or not| that's the queition* Blass, show me down some of tbeoo 
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pAinofslMnL [ThejwereonllMgroiiiid^kKNr, buiNadiiio 
doiib«| wif entitled to think himself hi^}— B. showed him 
ont 

AD this time I was possnming sleep in the bed as inno- 
eent as a lamb. Blass eame to the bedside and lodnd in- 
qnisitifdy on for a momenti and went to disrobiiK UmseUl 
An I eooU hear was a short soliloqnj^-M Well, doesn't that 
beat alir It's one eomfort, J. didnt hear thai— I nersr 
woold haTe heard the last of it It's most too good to be 
lest I beUefe I'U laj it on him." 

I got 19 in the morning, and as I was drawing en my 
left boot, muttered as if to mjsel^ ** but whither he Un nor- 
nte it firom the stomp— ^Ao/'f the question." B. turned his 
head so suddenly — he was idiaTing, sitting on a trunk— that 
he eame near eatting his nose off. 

*^ Yon doesn't mean to say yon eayes-dropped and heard 
that dnmken fool— do yon f Bemember, young man, that 
what you hear said to a lawyer in oonferenoe is eonfldential, 
and don't get to making an ass of yourself^ by blabbing this 
thing all orer town. " I told him << I thou|^t I should hsTO 
to norate it a little." 



\ 
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SHARP FINANCIERING. 

In the times of 1836, there dwelt in the pleasant town of 
T. a smooth oilj*mannercd gentleman, who diyeraified a eooi* 
monplace parsuit by some exciting episodes of fina n ce deal- 
ing oooasionallj in exchange, buying and selling vnovr- 
rent money, &o. We will suppose this gentleman's name to 
be Thompson. It happened that a Mr. Ripley of North Ca- 
rolina, was in T., having some 81200, in North Carolina 
money, and desiring to return to the old North State witk 
his funds, not wishing to encounter the risk of robberj 
through the Creek country, in which there were rumors of 
hostilities between the whites and the Indians, he bothonghl 
him of buying exchange on Raleigh, as the safest mode of 
transmitting his money. On inquiry ho was referred to Hr. 
Thompson, as the only person, dealing in exchange in thai 
place. Ho called on Sir. T. and made known his wisheo. 
With his characteristic politeness, Mr. Thompson agreed to 
aooommodate him with a sight bill on his correspondent ia 
Raleigh, charging him the moderate premiom of fire per eeni» 
finr it Mr. Thompson retired into his eonntiqg>rooaii, aad 
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ii • few MunntM ntnrnod with tho bill and & letter, which 
ha dolmnd to Mr. Bipley, at the same time reeciving the 
mttOBf from Uut gentlenun plus the eichango. At the in- 
toriomton ware oxdanging vnlcdictor; complimcDts, it i>o- 
ourad to Hr. ThoupBon that it would bo a foTor to Uiu if 
Hr. Bipl^ would bo aokmda!) to convoy to Mr. T.'s corres- 
pondent a paekaga he waa deeiroua of sending, wiiich rc<iuest 
Xt. Biplaj aaaored Mr. T. It would afford him grcut pleasure 
to ooBplj with. Mr. ThompBon'thcD handed Mr. Ripley a 
paelcaga, atrODglj enrehipod and scaled, addressed to the 
Bal«^ Banker, after whidi the gcntlomon parted with many 
|idite ex preaaiooa of regard and civility. 

Arriving without any acoideut or LtDdranoe at Raleigh, Mr. 
Bipley'a firat eare waa to call on the Banker and preaent big 
doemnenta. He fomid him at hia office, preaented the bill 
and letter to him, and reqaosted payment of the former. That, 
«id the Banker, will depend a good deal npon the oontenta 
of the package. Opening which, Mr. Biploy fonnd. the iden- 
' tieal billa, miona the premium, ho had paid Mr. T. for hit 
bill : and which the Banker paid oTor to that gentleman, 
who waa not a little anrpriaed to find that tho expert Mr. 
Tbompaon hod charged him in per oent for eanying hie 
own money to Baleigh, to avoid the riak and tronble of whioh 
be bad bongbt the exchange. 

T. naed to remark that that was the aafeat operation, all 
arosnd, be ever knew. He bad got his exchange — the buyer 
bad got hia bill and the money, too, — and the drawee waa 
tJfy pnteoted I There waa pnflt witbont ontlaj or riak. 

\ 
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CAVE BURTON, ESQ., OP KENTUCKY. 

Prominent .among' tho lawyort that had gathered into 
the new ooantry, waa Cave Burton. Cave was a nao of 
mark : not very profonndlj versed in the hkck letter, bat 
adapting, or, more properly, npplying his talents to the slangs 

• 

whanging departments of the profession. He went in for gab. 
A eourt he could not see the use of— the jnry was the thing 
for him. And he was for ^^jurying^^ every thing, and allowing 
the jnry — the apostolie twelve as he was wont to eall tbent 
— a very free exercise of their privileges, uneramped by any 
impertinent interference of the court Cave thought the 
judge an aristocratic institution, but the jury was republic- 
anism in action. He liked a free swing at them. He bad 
no idea of being interrupted on presumed misstatementa, or 
out-of the-record revelations : he liked to be commnnicatiTe 
when he was speaking to them, and was not stingy witli any 
little scraps of gossip, or hearsay, or neighborhood reportSi 
which he had been able to pick up concerning the matter in 
hand or the parties. He was fond, too, of giving his private 
experiences— as if he were at a love» f eas t - and was proAiae 
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1 assDrancea aod solemn auoTeratioDs of personal 
belief or knowledge of fact and of Uw. Hb olaJiucd Ken- 
ta^jr fat kta natire Stato, and for o reason tliat will snggcet 
hwl/ktoiiec, was called by the bar the Blowing Cave. 
CftTc bad aridcntly invoiced himself Terj high when ho eanio 
M^ lUnkiDg rather of the apccifio thon the ad valorem 
He had, to hear him tcU it, rCDOuoccd ao manj 

I, and made auch sacrifices, for the happy privilege 
of getting to tlie backwoods, that the people, out of sheer 
pmlitmi«, ahould have set great store by so rare an article 
bmi^t onl at such cost : — hut they didn't do it. Ho had 
btvn^t hia wares to tho wrong markcl. The market was 
glnUad with brass. And although tiiat n>et«l was irdispen- 
nUe, yet it vas nlnable only for plating. Bnrton was the 
pore motal all through. Ho might have boon moulded nt .n 
Ihus feondry. He had not mnoh Intelleot, bat what he bad 
be kept going with a wonderfdl olatter. Indeed, with hil 
babits end ignoraooe, it were better not to have had man, 
mnless he bad a great deal ; for hil ehief oa^tal wu aa an- 
emueiovsuoos of how ridicnloas he was making himself, and 
K total blindness as to the merits of his esse, which protected 
bim, aa a soouiambiilial is proteoted from falling by being 
■DeoDsrious of danger. Ho was jnst ss good on a bad eanse 
na on a good one, and just aa bad on a good tide 
aa (m a bad one. The flret intimation he bad of how a ease 
oo^t to go, was on seeing bow it had gone. IKserimination 
WIS not bis forte. Indeed, a/eeanej of any kind was not bis 
ftito. He lambered away lastily, very! well eontent if bo 
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wero in the neighborhood of a faei or propoaition, 
seeming to expect to be o^ the prcciBe point He had a good 
deal of that sort of wit which comes of a bold, dashing au* 
dacity, without fear or care ; such wit as a man has who lota 
his tongue swing free of all control of judgment, memorji or 
taste, or conscience. He scattered like an old shot-gun, and 
occasionally, as he was always firing, some of the shot would 
hit 

A large, red;faced, burly fellow, good-natured and un- 
scrupulous, with a good run of anecdote and natural humor, 
and some power of narratiye, was Caye, — a monstrous dem- 
agogue withal, and a free and easy sort of creature, who lir- 
ed as if he expected to-day were all the time ho had to lire 
in : and who considered the business of the day oyer when 
ho had got his throe meals with intermediate drinks. 

I cannot say Burton was a liar. I neyer knew him to 
fabricate a lie '^ out and out"— outside of the bar ;— Ua in* 
ycntion was hardly sufficient for that In one sense, Ua 
regard for truth was oonsiderablo— indeed, so great that ho 
spent most of his ooiiyersation in embellishing it It waa a 
sponging habit he had of building on other men's founda- 
tions; but having got a start in this way, it is wonderfU 
how he laid on his Own work. 

. Cave, like almost eyery ^ther demagogue I eyer knew, 
was " considerable '* in all animal appetites : he could dia- 
pose of the proyant in a way Capt Dalgctty would haye ad* 
mired, and, like the Captain, he was not yery nice as to tho 
or quality of the yiandf ; or, rather, ha had a happj 
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beil^ of Making np in qnantitj what vu lucking in quality. 
I doat think ke enr ioh from a table satisfied, though ha 
oAm nae iSFfbttod. You might founder him beforo yoa 
amdd isbdM kU lypetite. Re was as good in liquids u in 
•olida. Ho MTer Fofued a drinlc : the panblo of ocgloctod 
iarftatiou would hare had no application to bim if bo had 
Imd !■ tkoM tiBM. You might wake bim up at midnight 
to take MMuthing hot or oold, edible or liquor, and be would 
tiko kia fan aDowanoe, and smack his lips for more. He 
«0^ aeent oat a frolio like a raven a carcass — bj il separate 
fattfawL H« alwBTa fell in jast in time. He was not a 
^Kng& Ho would as toon treat as be treated, if ho had 
any thing — as under the credit system he had — to treat 
' with; but the main tiling wu tiie proTant, and loafing was 
one of his auxiliaries. Ho had a ctamoroua garristfn In hia 
iKnrtda that seemed to be always in a state of siege, and 
Imsterona for aappliea. Cave's idea of money wis eonneoted 
inaeparably with bread and meat and "sperita:" money 
waa not the representative of valne in his political economy, 
hat the repreaentatiTa of breakftat, dinner, aapper and 
liiinor. He waa nerer really pathetio, though always trjjng 
it, until be came to deaoribing, in defending against a pro- 
uisaorj note, the horror* 'at want, that ia, of hnnger-~theii 
be really wu tonching, for he was earnest, and ha «hed , 
toart like a watering pot. Ho reckoned erery calamity by 
tho standard of the stomaok If a man lost numey, ho con- 
ndaiod it a dinrsion of ao much fibm the natnral alimofit. 
U ka kat 1^ kaaltk, ao maah waa ^ifoonntod froa lifo, 
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that Ib, firom good liying : if he died, death had stopped his 
rations. Gave had a mean idea of war, and nerer Toted for 
a military man in his life. It wasted too much of the fruits 
of the eartiL An account of a campaign nerer excited his 
Iiorror, until the fasting of the soldiers and the burning of 
the supplies was treated of— then he felt it like a nightmare. 
Cave had a small opinion of clothes ; they were but a shal 
low, surface mode of treating the great problem, man. He 
went deeper; he was for proriding for the inner man-i- 
though his idea of human nature nerer went beyond tho 
entrails. Studying human nature with him was anatomy 
and physio, and testing the capacity of the body for feats of 
the knife and fork. A groat man with him was not so mudi 
shown by what he oould do, as by what he could hold; noi 
by wnai. he left, but by what he consumed. 

Care's mind was in some doubt as to things in whioh tho 
majority of men are agreed. For example, he was not satis- 
fied that Esau made as foolish a bargain with his brother 
Jacob as some think. Before committing himself, he should 
like to taste the pottage, and see some estimate of tho noi 
ralue of the birthright in the beef and renison market If 
the birthright were a mere matter of pride and preeedenoOi 
Care was not sure that Esau had not *' sold " the fisther of 
IiraeL 

If Care had a hundred thousand dollars, he would haro 

laid it all out in prorisions ; for non eomUU there might bo 

no more made ; at any rate, he would hare enough to answor 

air the ends and aims of life, which are to eat and drink as 

IS possible. 
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Cktb attended tho Epiecopsl cfanrch ercr; Suodaj wlien 
tbera wu sem'ce — L e. onco » month, and, though his atten- 
tion ma a little drowsy during most of the acrvices, yet ho 
t>right«Ded up mightily when the preaoher read the prayer 
against famine, and for preserving tho kindly fruits of tho 
earth to be enjoyed in due season. 

Care was somo forty-Gve years of ago at tho tiino I Km 
writing of: — so long had ho warred on the pantry. 

Ho was an aetifO man, indeed somo part of bim was al- * 
ways going — jaws, tongue, hands or logs, and to a mora lim- 
ited extent, bruns. He nerer was idtc. Indeed, taking in 
snch fncl, ho couldn't well help going. Even in sleep ho 
was not q^niet Such fighting with anknown enemies — pm 
baUj the ^osU of tlie animals he hftd oonsamed ;— soeh 
■wAil eontortioni of eonntenanee, and ■oreams — and, whon 
DKMt qniet, sneh nmingB (he once set a passenger mnning 
down stain with his tmnk, thinking it wm the steamboat 
eomisg), jon, poMiUj, nerer Heard. I slept with bim one 
nigbt (I Unsb to t«U it) on the dronit, ud he Hemed to be 
in ^aans, going off at last into a suppressed rattle in the 
tbroat : I tbon^t he wu dying, and after soma tronble, woke 
Um. He opened his eyes, and rolled tbem around, like a 
gooBO egg on an ax1& " CaTe," said I, ** Care— ean I do 
aaj thing fiir job T " 

* Tea," was his answer. " Look in My nddle-bags, and 
get Bsa a Uaek bottle of ' red'«ye.' "- 

I got it I be drank almost a half pint, and want to sleep 
like a (Uld tbit bu jut reoeired iu n 
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Burton had largely stored his memory with all maTiPor 
of slang-phrases and odd expressions, whereby he garo hb 
speech a relish of rariety somewhat at the expense of elasaao 
purity. Indeed, his mind seemed to be a sort of water-gato, 
which caught and retained the fimm and trash, bat lot tho 
main stream pass through. 

But, as honest Bunyan hath it, we detam the reader too 
long in the porch. 

In the Christmas week of the year of Oraee, 1838, tomo 
of us were preparing to celebrate that jorial time by aioeial 
gathering at Dick Bowling's office. There were about a 
dozen of us, as fun-loving ' youth^ as since the old frolies at 
Cheapside or the Boar's Head, ever met together, the judge 
and the State's attorney among them. The boats had just 
got up, on their first trip, from Mobile, and had broughi| 
on a special order Dick had given, three barreb of oysterS| 
a demijohn of Irish whiskey, and a box of lemons. Those 
were not the days of invitations : a lawyer's office, night or 
day, was as public a place as the court-house, and, among tbo 
members of the bar 'at that early period, there were no priT- 
ilegcd seats at a frolic any more than in the pit of a theatre. 
All came who chose. Old Judge Sawbridge, who eould tell 
from smelling a cork the very region whence the liquor eamOi 
and could, by looking into ^e neek of the bottle, tell the 
age as well as a jockey eould the age of a horso by looking 
into his mouth, was there before the bells had rung for the 
tavern supper. Several of tlie rest were in before long. 
Burton had not come yet. The eld Judge saggestod a triek| 
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wkioh wu to get Bnrton to telling one of hii Kentucky yixaa, 
aod, M be wm in tlM agmt; of it, to withdraw, one b; one, 
wd Mt sp all til* ojslon. We agreed to try it, but doubt- 
ad nrj mod tba nioooas of the experiment ; although the 
Jsdge MoiB«d to be languiDe. 

Drappii^ in, one 1^ one, at last all came, filling the room 
pi'e Uj f welL Among tbem was Garo. That domestic bereave' 
auad wktek bad kqit liiai from such a gathering, were a sod 
•■e. Ho ODtered the room in high feather. Ho was in fine 
^rite, udeat and enimaL If he had been going, twenty 
jeaiB befon, to a ttjating-place, be could not bavo been in 
ft gajer frame of mind. He came prepared. He had ravish- 
ed binuelf from the nipper table, acaroolj eating any thiiq; 
— tbree or fimr onpa of ooffee, emptying the cream-pitoher of 
iti akj-blne milk, a card of apare-i iba and one or two foet of 
■tafled aansagea, or aome snob matter ; a ligbt condiment of 
^ ''encklinbread,"andahalf pint of hog-braina thrown in jutt 
bj waj of pMvntbeaia. He merely took in tlieie trifles bj 
waj of laodwieb, to provoke bis appetite for tbe main oxer- 
daee of the evening. When be came m the fire waa booming 
■nd crackling— • balf cord of hickory having been piled upon 
Ae broad hearth. The night wu oold, clear, and frosty. 

The back room adjoining wai aa bnay aa a barracka, in 
the enlinaiy prepantiona. The oystora, like onr elienta, 
were being forced, with eharaeteriatio reluetanee, to ihell out 
And aa tbe knife went tip, tip, tip, on the ibelli, Gave'e 
Mmth watered like tbe liralTe'a, aa be oanght tbe ionnd— 
■ore daUdow auie toUaean thaa JeutyLbd aad'Ibe 
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whole Italian troape ooald giro out. His spirits rose in this 
ooDgenial atmosphere like the spirits in a barometer. H« 
was soon in a gale, as if he had been taking laughing gas. 
Now Cave was as fond of ojsters as a seal. A regiment of 
such men on the sea-shore, or near the ojster banks, would 
have exterminated the species in a season. The aet against 
the destruction of the ojster ought to hare embraeed Gars 
in a. special clause of interdiction from their use. Ho used 
to boast that he and D. L. had never failed to break an ojs- 
ter cellar in Tuscaloosa whenever thej made a run on it 

Judge Sawbridge made a pass at him as soon almost as 
he was seated. He commoneed bj inquiring after soms 
Kentuckj celebrities — Crittenden, Hardin, Wiekliffe, &e.| 
whom he found intimate friends of Cave ; and then he asked 
Cave to toll him the anecdote he had heard repeated, bat not 
in its particulars, of the Earthquake-storj. Ho led up to 
Cave's strong suit : for if there was one thing that Cave liked 
better than evcrj thing else, eating and drinking excepted, it 
was telling a story; and if he liked telling anj one storj belp 
ter than anj other, it was the Earthquake-storj. This story 
was, like Frank Plummer's speech on the Wiscasset collector- 
ship, interminable ; and, like Frank's speech, the principal 
part of it bore no imaginable relation to the ostensible sub- 
ject. No mortal man had ever heard the end of this storj : 
like Coleridge's soliloquies, it4>ranched out with innumerable 
suggestions, each in its turn the parent of others, and these 
again breeding a new spawn, so that the further he travelled 
the less he went on. Like Kit Kunker's dog howling afUr 
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tL« KD^Bg Buter Htd gattiii|| t&ngled up in the luoo, tho 
Jtnanemmt wu loit in the cpitodcB. What tlio story wu 
■^gjnallj, eoald not be ooDJeolured ; for G&vo bad gone 
onr Dm groawi m> oftra, that the first aod many fiubsequcnt 
toaoM wen rubbed Mt by later footpriota. Cave, however, 
nfrtihiBg kuBialf with •about a pint of hot-stuff, row, 
taraed kit back to the Ira, and, p&rting hii coat-tail, and 
■ ai was hia wont whcBiD the act 



We oan only gire it to our way, and only mdi parte ai 
we oan remember, lesTing oat moat of the epiaodea, the ea^ 
nal ezplanationa and the slang ; which ia alnioat the play of 
Hamlet with the Prince of Denmark omitted, Bnt, thna 
«maMnlated, and Garo'e gas let off, here goea a report about 
u &itbfal aa a Congrcasman'a report of hia i^xiken eloqnenoe 
when nobody waa liitening in the Honae. 



" Well, Jodge, the thing happened in 1834, in Stevben- 
▼ille, Kentnoky, where I was railed. I and Ben Hardin 
were proaeenting the great nit, wbioh probably yon have 
beard o^ Sutan Beekr vs. Samuel WhUtler, for breaoh of 
pnnuae of marriage. The trial eama on, and the oonrfrJionae 
wu erowded. Every body tamed out, men, women, and 
. «UldnB ; for it waa nndentood I waa to eloae the argunent 
faMflytoToaHardtfUaad BobWiokliSi. X had baea 
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speaking about three boon and a half, and bad just got to 
my full speed — the genius licks were falling pretty beary. 
It was Ah aggravated case. Susan, ber motber and three 
sisters were crying like babies ; ber old fatber, tbe preacher, 
was taking on too, pretty solemn ; and tbe womeu generally 
were goiqg it pretty strong on tbe briny line. Tbe oouri-boiue 
was as solemn as a camp-meeting wben tbey are calling up the 
mourners. I bad been giving tbem a rousing, aoul-aearchiiig 
appeal on tbe moral question^ and bad been stirring up their 
consciences with a long pole. I bad toucbed tbem a liiUe 

■ 

on tbe feelings — ' affections ^ — ' broken-bearta ' — ' pining 
away ' — ' patience on a monument,* and so fortb ; but I hadn't 
probed tbem deep on these tender points. It isn't tbo right waj 
to throw tbem into spasms of emotion : reaction is apt to eome. 
Ben Hardin cautioned me against this, ^gaye Ben, ' Gave, 
tap tbem gently and milk tbem of their brine easy. Let the 
pathetics sink into 'em like a spring shower.' I saw the 
sense of it and took tbe bint I led tbem gently along, not 
drawing more than a tear a minute or so : and^wben I .aaw 
their mouths opening with mine, as I Went on,* and tbeir eyes 
following mine, and winking as I winked, I would pat it down 
a little stronger by way of a clincher. [Hello, Diok, ain't 
they nearly all opened ? I believe I would take a few raw 
by way of relish."] ^> 

. " No," Dick said : " they^would be ready after a while." 
Here Cave took another drink of tbe punch and prooeodod. 

<*I say^^o^ Van Tromp Ramkat was Judge. Yon 
knew ol<Hftan^t, Judge— didn't yon f No f Well| fou 
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•o^ttto hsn kDown Um. Ho vu the bloodiest tyrant 
■Un. I nelmi tha ^d «a« bM fined me not Iosb th&n 

&mM^(l— " What br, GktsI " 

" Whj, for eoDtempt rt ten dollars a clip — that was old- 
Baaifatt^ tariff; and if ererj otber m&n had been fined the 
aamt tot emUMjit of Tan Tromp, the Siics would pay off 
Aa Batioiial debt. Old Sam bad a crazy fit for fining per- 
■mL H« Iboti^t ho owed it to I lie people to p&y off all 
.tlw ozpeBaea of tlie jadieial ayvtem by fines. He was at it 
all the timo. Hia tan against tho sheriff and clerk amonnt- 
od to Dot Imi thaa ten per oeiit. on Uieir salaries. If a court 
pasaed iritliont fining somebody for contempt, he tlionght it 
vaa a Culure of oonrt, and he called a special term. Ereiy 
thing wsi a ed^^pt : a lawyer couldn't go ont of oonrt 
without asking lean ; and the bwyera proposed, at a -bar- 
BMeting, to get a shingle and irrile on one «de of it " In," 
and OB the other " Out," like an old-field sohooL He fined 
Tid Stifi'neBB for refnsmg to testify in a gambling ««m tlO ; 
and then ukenim again in the politest and moat obaequioni 
tones— if he hadn't better testify t Tid, thinking it a mat- 
ter of choice, said 'No.' Old Bam nodded to the elerk, wbo 
Mt Tid down for another fire. Bam got still more polite, 
and loggestod the qnestjpn again—and kept on till ke Ud 
AtOT K/> to $250 ; and then told him what he had done, and 
then adjonmod the ease OTer, with Tid in enstodj, til] next 
■oming. Tid came into meamrea yhen the ^MjP* nUod, 
■ad agreed to tertiff, and wanted old Tan t?4PUn off 
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with the fines ; but Ram wouldn't hear to it The eterk, 
howcTer, suggested that, on looking over the tallies, he found 
he had scored him down twice on one bid. Ram remarked 
that, as there seemed to be some question about it, and aa 
Tid had been a good customer, he would split the differeiiee 
with him and deduct a V ; and then, in order to make the 
change even, he fined old Taxcross, the elerk, five dollars for 
not making up the entry right ; but to let it oome lig^t on himi 
as he had a large family, allowed him to make it off of Tid 
by making separate entries o'f the fines — thus swelling bit 
fees. 

'* Oh, I tell you, old Ramkat was the bloodiest tyrant 
this side of France. I reckon that old euss has cheated mj 
clients out of half a million of dollars, by arbitrarily and offi* 
ciously interfering to tell the juries the law, when I had got 
tiicm all with me on the facts. There was no doing any thing 
with him. He would lay the law down so positive, that ho 
could instruct a jury out of a stock, — a little, bald-headed| 
liighheel-booted, hen-pecked son of thunder I Fbing and 
sending to the pehitcntiary were the chief delights of his in- 
significant life. Pid not the little villain once say, in open 
court, that the finding of a bill of indictment was a half eon- 
viction, and it ought to be law that the defendant ought to 
be convicted if he couldnt get a unanimous verdict from the 
petty jury? Why, Judge, hovconvicted a client of mine for 
stealing a calf. I proved that the fellow was poor and had 
nothing to eat, and stole it in self defence of his life. 
'Twooldn't do: he eonvioted him, or made the jofy do it 
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Aad aid Rtm tolcl tba Mlow he ehoold Bonteiice him for 
in jMri. X plMd witli Um to reduce the tirae. Tbo boj'i 
&AwM in BOnrt, and «u weeping : I wept:— «tcii old 
p.— fc.« booboo'd ontri^L I thought I had him this time ; 
but what did be doT 8aji he, ' Young man, ;onr vile cod- 
doet bu doM w maeli wrong, given your worthy father u 
■aek pMO, Hid gem yvar eloquent counsel bo much pun, 
and Hum oooit aa mooh pun — I really must knlabcz your 
tuw to TKH jean.' And for stealiag a calf I Egad, if 1 
. wsi itarriiig, I'd ataal a oalf— yea, if I had been in Noab'i 
aik and tbe erittor waa the seed calf of the world I [I aay, 
«h«niiDiek Bowling? Them oyBtcrti certainly most be 
imdj by tbit time; — it aaemi to mo I've smelt them for the 
lartbalfbonr."] 

" No," tha judge told him ; " the oyaten were not ready— 
they were stewing a big tureen fnll at once." 

Care called for eraokera and butter, and, thran^ the 
ooorse of the eroniag, joat in a eoquetting way, diapoeed of 
about half a tray fall of dongh, and half a pound of Ooibe* ' 
batter. 

The reader will nnderatand that daring tbe progreu of 
tbie oratioD, thongb at different timea, tbe memben with* 
drew to tbe back room and ■ oyetered.' 

*■ Well, bnt," lud Tom Oottle— " about the eartbqnake ? " 

" Tea — true— exactly — jnat ao— my mind ii io diatnrbed 
by tbo idea that thoee oyaten will be atewed out of all iaTor, 
tbat I ramble. Wben waa I ? Tee, I reooUeet now. I 
waa eoamwiing on Tom Hanh^'a attadt on Holly Mag- 
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gin's testimony. Moll was our main witness. She wis ta 
Irish servant girl, and had peeped through the key-hole of 
tho parlor door, and seen the breach of promise going on 
upon the sofa. Well, I was speaking of Ireland, Emmet, 
Curran and so on, and I had my arm stretehed out, and tho 
jury wore agape— old Ramkat leaning orer the bench — and 
the crowd as still as death. When, what sfumU happen f 
Such a clatter and noise above stairs, as if the whole build* 
ing were tumbling down. It seems that a jury was hung, 
up stairs, in tho second story-*— six and six — a dead look, on 
a case of Jim Snipes vs. Jerry Legg for a bull yearling ; 
all Nubbin Fork was in excitement about it ;— forty wit- 
ncsscs on a sido^ not including impeaching and sostaintng 
witnesses. The sheriff had just summoned the witnoMee 
from the muster-roll at random ; fourteen swore one way, 
and twenty-four the other, as to identity and ownership; and 
it turned out the calf belonged to neither ; there was more 
perjury than would pale the lower regions to white heat to 
hear it. One witness swore*' — 

Sawbridge, — ** But, Cave, about the ease yoM worn 
trying." 

Cave, — ** Yes — about that. Well, the jury wanted to 
hear my speech, and the sheriff wouldn't let them out. He 
locked the door and came down. One of them, Sim Golqy, 
kicked at the door so hard th%t the jar broke the stove-pipo 
off from the wires in the Mason's Lodge-room above, and 
about forty yards of stove-pipe, about as thick round as n 
barrel, eame lumbering over the banisters, and fell, with n 
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r, in tk« grand jarj'-ri>om bolow, ftnd then 
■■■■ raOiiig down wUin, four Btops at a leap, bonnobg like 
a tod fkvwn K BMmnUin nde. " 

H«n Su WntKn inquired how such a long pipe could 
got down a " pair of stairs," and hov much broader a stair- 
OMB of a Kentaekf oonrt-lioase was than a turnpike road. 

^Omw — ^ Of OOnrM, I meaot that it onjointed, and ono 
or mm of tho jointa railed dona. A loose, gangliag fellow 
liko joo, Sam, oogkt to oae no great difGcult; in any thing 
htag oi^jointod. I oonld just unscrew you" — 

"Oidorl Oid«I" interpoitod Judge Sawbridga "No 
fatacraption of Ibo ^«>k«r ; Mr. Burton haa the floor." 

" WeUi^eontinsed Cave, " I had prepared the minds of 
tho andienoe for a eatastrophe, and thia, coming aa it did, . 
Iiad a fearfiil effoet ; bat the hang jnr j coming down atairo 
n tlie other aide of the bailding from the lodge, and bj 
the opporite iteirway, hearing the noiae, atarted to ranning 
down like oo many wild baffalo. A general hnbbub aroae 
Mow — old Bamkat rose in hii place, with « amile at the 
jffoapeot of so moeh good fining. .' Sheriff,' aaid he, ' bring 
before me the anthon of that eonfnsion.' Jnit then the 
plaaler of the oeiling of tho ooort room b^an to foil, and 
ihe women raised a shriek. Old Bamkat bellowed ap — 
' Bherifi^ consider Ihe whole andienoe fined ten dollars n 
^oee, and mind and oolleet the fees at the door before th^ 
depart. Clerk, consider the whole eonvi honse fined-'iro- 
men and ehildren half pioe— H«d take down thdr unus. 
Shwi^ HO to tho dooM b^ olewd.' Bat Jnrt tboa aao- 
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thee Bection of the siovc-pipe camo thundering down, 

obout the eighth of an aore of plastering fell, kuoeking down 

sixty or seventy men and women ; and the people in the 

galleries came rushing down, some jumping over into the 

crowd below ; and a sheet of plastering, about as largo as a 

tray, came down from above the chandelier, and stmek old 

Ramkfit over the head, and knocked him out of the judge** 

stand into the clerk's box ; and he struek old Taxerost on 

the shoulders, and turned over about a gallon of ink on the 

records. Then Pug Williams, the bailiff^ shouted oni| 

* Eartliquake ! — Earthquake V and all the women went 

into hysterics ; and Pug, not knowing what to do, eaqghi 

the bell-rope, and began furiously to rmg the belL Sneh 

shouts of ' murder 1 fire 1 fire I' you never beard. There 

was a rush to the doors, but the day being oold they were 

.dosed, and of course on the inside, and the crowd pressed 

in such a mass and mess against them, that, I suppose, there 

was a hundred tons* pressure on them, and they could not be 

got open. I was standing before the jury, and just behind 

them was a window, but it was down : I leaped over lh« 

jury, carried them before me**-» 

WatsofL — <^ The first time you ever earned theaSi 
Cave.** 

Cave, — '' Not by a jug full I bowed my neek and ^ 
jumped leap-frog through th^window, carried the sash ool 
on my neek, and landed safe in the yard, cutting a jugular 
vein or two half through, and picked myself up and ran, with 
the sash on my neek, up street, bleeding like n bnteheri waA 

8 
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I Rt tmrj jnnp, I vcrUy thought I novor 
Aookl IM tafpm time. 

" Ib Um meaa time the totj devil was to paj in the oonrt- 
bou& OU Bamkkt, hklf itsnncd, ran up tho steps Ut the 
Jadge^ pletfora, nnr whieh was a vindoTr, hoisted it and 
jn^ed, like e fljing mullot, over on to tho green, thirty feet 
idow, qmined U> ankle and fell Fr&nk Duer, once tho 
MiMt «loqMnt nun at tho W, but who had fattened himself 
Mt of kit eloqtuoee — weig^g three hundred and ninety, 
•Dd M hi that ke eoold odIj wheeze oat hia figures of 
■peee k , and brake down from exhaustion of wind in fifteen 
WBslw— 4blknTed ioit, jost aqocczing himself through tho 
aame window, mattering a prajcr for his soul that was just 
abont leaTing aneh eomfortable lodgings, came thundering 
down cm tho ground, jarring it like a real earthquake, and 
lonneed a foot, and fell senseless on RamkaL Bamkat, 
feeling the jar, and mashod under Frank, thought the earth- 
quake iutd shook down the gahlg end of the eourt-bonse and 
it had fell on fcim. So ho thought fining time waa orer 
witk bim. He hollered out in a smothered cry, * Ezearate 
the Oonrt I— Excavate tho Court l> Bnt nobodj would 
do it, but let him sweat and smothef tar four bonrt. 

" Then Luke Oasey, a little, short, bilioui, ooDectiiig 
attonej, as pert and aetire as if he was made ont of 
wateh-Bprlngs and gnoMlastic, and who alwaja oarriod a 
great bag with old ' newspapers and brickbats in it, and 
eoubod hii hair orer his &oe to look saTago, so as to get 19 
• i^alatka for babg » good band at dfrtj wmI— Luke 
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was ciphering the iutorcst on a liiilo grocery acoonnl of 
fifteen dollars ; ho had appealed from a jnsiioe^s court, and 
had a big deposition, taken in the case, all the way from 
New- York, in his hand ; he sprang orer three bcnchea of 
. the bar at a leap, and grabbed his hand on Girard Hoaelcy** 
head to make another leap towards a window — going as if 
there was a prospect of a fee ahead, and the clienl was 
about leaving town. Ho leaped dear OTor, bat carried Oi- 
rard^s wig with him. Now Girard was a widower, in a 
remarkable state of presenration, and of fine confltitQtioii| 
having survived three aggravated attacks of matrimony. Ho 
pretended to practise law ; but his real business was marry- 
ing for money. He had got well off at it, though ho norer 
got more than four thousand dollars with any one wife. Ho 
did business on the principle of ' quick returns and ahori 
profits.' He pretended to be thirty and the rise, but waSy 
at the least, fifty. He prided himself on his hair, a rich, U|^t 
sorrel, sleek and glossy, and greased over with poppormint|Oiii* 
namon, and all sorts of sweet smells. Ho smelt like a barber*! ^ 
shop ; and such a polite, nice, easy fellow, to bb laro, was 
Girard. Butter wouldn't melt in his mouth, and yet lot Ua 
get hold of a dime, and he griped it so hard you night lioar 
the eagle squalL He only courted rich old maidi in infirm 
health, and was too stingy ever to raise a fiunOy. Ho waa 
very sweet on old Hiss Julii^Pritchor, kgirl of about thirty* 
fivcj who was lank, hysterical, and, the boys said, fitiflod ; . 
and who had Just got about five thousand dollars from hor 
aunt^ whom she had sorvod about fifteen y^ars as upper ser- 
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ili IniI who WM now gone iho old road. Nobody erar 
tiMNighi of Oiimrd^s wearing a wig. He pretended it waa 
JapufM Mair Elixir ihMi bronght it oat Fndgel Bat 
Lake ea«|^t kua bj the top-knot, and peeled kia head like 
awhitoonum. He left him aa bald aa a bOUard-ball— not 
a hab between kfai aealp and hearen. Lake took the wig, 
tad kastOfi witkoai thinUng what he waa doiafi ffled it in 
tto depoaitioB. Mooelj had bronght Jole Pritdber there, 
and aha waa pabtod ap like a doll : her withered old &ee 
jtreaked liko a Jane i^le. She needn't haTO pat heradf to 
ttai tTOobla hr Oirard ; he woald haTO married her in her 
wmdi^g^heet, if ahe had been aa nglj aa original ain, and 
only had enongh breath in her to aay yea to the preacher. 

" And now the fary began to grow oataide. The amokOi 
making oat of the window of the lodge-room, and the cry 
of ire bronght oat the fire-enginea and eompanieSi and the 
la^ tag and bob-tail boya and negroea that follow on ahont- 
Ing, with great glee, 'fire I fire I fire I' along the atreeta. 
n^-a-ling came on the enginea— -there were two of them— 
mtO they bronght np in the eonrt-hoaae yard ; one of them 
in front, the other at the aide or gable end. It waa aome 
time before the hoee eonld be fixed right; erery fellow aot- 
ing aa eaptam, and all beiiig in the way of the rest. Wood 
Chnek, a tanner'a jonmeyman — a long, alim, yellow-breeohed 
fellow, ondertook to aet aa engineer of engine No. 1. 
* Play in at the windowa I ' cried the crowd oataide, < there'a 
ire lAere*— and play it waa. They worked the arma of the 
llnaf Inatily— no two palling or letting down at the aamo 
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timei nntil at last, the water came. Wood guided prettj 
well for a first trial, first slinging the pipe around and acai- 
toring the crowd. But, just as they came pouring out of 
the window, thick as bees, he got his aim, and he sent the 
water in a sluice into the wmdow ; the engino had a squirt 
like all blazes ; and as Chuck levelled the pipe and drew a 
bead on them, and as it shot into the faces of the orowd— 
Tip, vip, vip— thcj fell back shouting murder, as if they bad 
been shot from the window-sill. Old Oirard had got hold 
of Jule and brought her to, and was bringing her, she ding- 
ing with great maidenly timidity to him, and he hugging her 
pretty tight, and they, coming to the window — ^the rest fall- 
ing back — Chuck had a fair fire at them. He played on old 
Oirard to some purpose— his bald head was a fair marii, and 
the water splashed and scattered from it like the foam on a 
figure head. The old fellow*s ears rang like a conch shell finr 
two years afterwards. Chuck gave Jule one swipo on one 
side of her head that drove a bunch of curls through tho 
window .opoosite, and which washed all the eomplexiodkiff 
that cheek, and the^ pamt ran down the gullies and ieama 
like blood; the other side was still rosy. The only lafii 
place was to get down on the fioor and let the water fiy over* 
Old Oirard never got over the tic-doloreux and rheumatiwi 
ho got that day. The other engine played in the other 
window ; and the more, they played, the more the people in* 
side shouted and hollered ; and the more they did thai, tho 
more Chuck and Bill Jones, the engineer of No. 2, earns 
to their reUtf. It was estimated that at least a thouiaiid 
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huplwdi of water were piftjod iDto that court-hoiue : in- 
deed, I beliere Mreral ■mall bo]ri wore drowned. 

"Sobs one ■booted oat for an axo to cut tlirouglt the 
front doOT. One wai bronglit. A liig buck negro Btnicic 
with all hie ni^t, witli the badt rf tbo oxc, to knock it off 
ite Uageoj but there wore at leaet twenty hetulB pushed up 
agUBit the door, and thoie were knocked as dead by the 
blow ai erer 70a aaw a flab ntdor tbe ice." 
Smtbridgt^-" Were tbejr all killed 7 " 
C^Hw:— ^Alir No— not alL Host of theoi came to, 
after a wbile. Indeed, I beliere there wu only three that 
1 a tiDner'i boy, Ton Tyson, Lad bis skull 
bat tbej put ulTcr pUte in the cracke, nnd he 
got over it— « few Imuoi spilt out, or eometbing of the eort 
^-bnt hia appetite was restored. 

" Bf tbe wajr, we had some fan when the trial of Lake 
Oasej's little ease eame on. Alosolej was on the other aide, 
and oame into ooort with hia head tied np in a bandanna 
hindfcerchiet He smiled when some of Loke'd proof was 
offorod, and Luke, a little nettled, drew out the depoartion, 
and with an air of triompb said, ' Perhape, Ur. Hoseley, . 
JOB will laogh at this,' opening the depoHtion : aa he opvwi 
it the wig fell out, and, erery bod/ reeogniung it as Hoae- 
lejr's, a lan^ arose which was only stt^iped by old Bamkafa 
fining all aronnd the table. Si^nire Uoselejr nnKwed and 
left Luke to get a jadgmont, and the credit of a joke, vS 
■MA he wia iuoemt as CHnid'a hwd waa of the bair. 
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" Well, boj8, 1 reckon jou would all like to know whal 
bccAmc of nij ease. You see *^— 

Hero Dick Bowling, Bmaoking Uf lipiy remarked thai 
the oysters were Tcry fine. 

« Oysters I" said Care. "^aT0 jou been eating tlM 
oysters? " 

Pick said he had. 

Cave jumped to the hack door at one bound, and eaUed 
to the scrrant — ^* Jo, I say, Jo— get mine ready this minnta 
— a few dozen raw — a half bushel roasted, and all the bal- 
ance stewed — with plenty of soup ; I'll season them myielf ; 
and put on plenty of crackers, butter and pieklei. B% 
quick, Jo, old fel." 

Jo made his appearance, hat in hand, and answered: 
'' Why, Mas Cave, dey's all gone dis hour past ; de gem'mea 
eat ebcry one up." 

<<The devil they have I" said Cave. '< GentlemeUy* k« 
continued, turning to the crowd, '' is this true ? " 

*^ Yes," replied the Judge. '' Cave, I thought yon wer« 
so interested telling the story, that you would pMtt not to 
be interrupted." 

The exclamatory imprecation which Cave lavished upon 
his soul, his eyes, and the particular persons present, and 
humanity generally, would not be befitting these ehaate 
pages. He left without an^r valedictory salutations of a 
complimentary or courteous tenor. And he did not ree e v e r 
his composure until he removed a tray fiill of blood-puddiflfi^ 
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fWMtlMWid, Udnqrs and tlie like Mporiik Tiaad^ hkd 

•Bce ipneed the kiidlofd^B Itird^. 

Speakiiig of tho cntertoiiuBent aflerwardSi Cato laid lie 
did ttoi ouro a dem for the ojalera, bat it paiaed biai to 
tUak tbit aeo lie took to be Ui friendi, ihoald.ka^ done 
tarn a aeeret i^Juj. . 
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JUSTIFICATION AFTER VERDICT. 

The Fall assises of tho year 184 — , came on in tli« Enoi 
Riding, and my friend, Paul Becchim, found himself dnl/ 
indicted before Judge C, for an assault and battery oommii* 
ted on the body of one Phillip Cousins, in the peace of the 
State then and there being. I folt more than ordinary in* 
terest in the case; the aforesaid Paul being a partieulnr 
friend of mine, and, moreover, the case presenting some sin* 
gukr and mysterious features. Tho defendant was one of the 
best-natured and most peaceable citisens of the county, and, 
until recently, before this ex parte fighting, had been ma 
terms of intimacy a^d friendship with the gentleman npott 
whom the assault was made. The assault was of a ferocioas 
character ; no one knew the cause of it ; though ereiy wm 
knew, from tho character of Beeohim, that some extraordinft- 
ryproTOcation had been giren him* it was impossible to goeai 
what it was. I was no betterlnformed than the rest WImq 
Bcechim came to employ me in the ease, I tried to poaacM 
myself of the facts. To all inquiries he only replied, that k« 
had acted as. he had done for good and sufficient 

8* 



ITS MU T uuM or TBI noui TniES or alabaha. 

hrt thik ho did not ekoaaa to hj »ore. I told him th&t it 
«u JBqmtfiH" fitr ne to dc&od Um onleu he irould pUco 
V* m pOMaoioD of the &etf, and kasurcd bim that wbatever 
1m n^uinumlod Bhonld bo held in strict profcssiooal and 
Bat Dothing I could say produced any 
I was about abandoning hia 
g to him that if he felt no confidence in Eia 
h to indneehim to t«Il hint the facts, be 
■i^t be awared that it waa do less liia iotercat than my 
widi, that he ihoold go where he would be better suited. 
But he peniited that it waa from no want of confidence in 
mt that he refvaed, and that he regarded me with the same 
fsdinga of Mendahip he had always felt for me, and conclud- 
ed by telling me that if I rofnsed to take hii eaae he iboold 
emploj no other lawyer, but wonid let the matter proeeed 
without defence. I told him I did not see any hope of hia 
•ae^ng aerere poniahment aa the eaae stood; to which he 
replied that he expected it, but that he hoped I would,. if it 
were poaaible, prerent hia being aent to jail. The oaao eame 
tqi in the regular eonrae of thing* and waa tried. The faet« 
were bronght ont plainly enoof^ The aaaanlt waa made in 
pablie, on the sqoaro j the weapon a large eane, with whitdi 
tho defendant had given Conains an awfiil boating, gaahing 
hia bead and oaoHng the blood to flow very freely orer hia 
elotbea. The only words amid by Beechim in the eonrae nl 
the aSair were, ** How, d — n yon, how do yon like that pine- 
^ple aop r " spoken joat ai he waa leanng the prostrate 
Oouina. Of eonrM on >Mh tertimmy, the Jmy finmd thi 
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dofendani guilty : and the court retained Beeehim in eoalody 
until some leisure was giren it to fix the puniskaseiit^ wkM^ 
by the statute, the eourt was bound to impose. 

Judge 0. was something of a martinet in his line. Ho 
was a pretty good disciplinarian and kept the police hnsiiMisa 
of the eourt in good order. There had been of late auuiy 
TiolatioDS of the law and a growing disposition was felt hf 
the people and the courts to put down theso ezoetsea ; bwl 
Bccchim was so popular, and withal, so kind-hearted and 
gentlemanly a fellow, that a great deal of sympathy was fSdt 
for him, and a general wish that he might in some way get 
out of the scrape. 

Among the peculiarities of Judge 0. was an itdiing cik 
riOsity. He was always peeping under the curtain of aeano 
to see if he could not find something behmd ; and fSdt not a 
little disappointed and rexed when the examination stopped 
short of bringing out all the facts and incidentS| the lelalioM 
of the parties and the like. 

He had been struck with the expression used by Beoele 
im — " pine-apple sop,'* and was eridently uneasy in afaid 
in his present state of inability to unrarel it The Cral 
pause in the cause he was next trying gare him an epports* 
nity of calling me to him : I came of course : Said hOy ^B— 
what did that follow mean by ' pine-apple sop?** I tdd 
him there was a mystery about it which I could not explain. 
<' A mystery, ha I Well, now, here, B — ^ in confidenoo— jwl 
tell me ; it shan't go any farther— of course, you know— jial 
me an item of it.** I told him I really was ignonual of 



it— u wu eretjr ona «1m j but I felt 8urc tlat it wu eomo- 
thing thit would pImM my client's conduct Id a better light, 
tbdogk ha obatiut*!; refiMod to tcU it to me. The judge 
ttiB amand ma J had tMtter tee mj- client, and get liim 
t» stftio it to tha Msrt J that be would give all proper wciglit 
l» U m txb^ tbo poaiahneiit, bvt that as tlie csBe stood, ho 
ifc— I d bm to aake an example of him. I took Paul aside 
ni toM him wbat tli« judge bad said, and added mjr owu 
flonMl to Ue HoBor'a, bat with do effect. He atill uiildljr but 
iMolate^ refnoed to make anj explanation. I felt a good 
deal vexed ftt thia, aa it aeemod to me, moat unreasonablo 
ooDdnet. BenWing the tbing in mj mind, I got more and 
Morebotboradtbemorel tbongbtabout )L I began to look at 
tbe oraimataiMca more Darrowly ; that it waa no aluwi or 
biflk waa Terj evident; no man wonld bare taken mob a 
kating for fon : that the provocation did not touch an; do- 
BWitie relationa whieb the defendant might hare deaired to 
keep from being expoied, waa apparent from the faet that 
xtj elient had no relativea in the eountrj, and the onlj girl 
1m ever went to aee wh Cousioa'i liater. There wore two 
fiwta I made inre of : the first that tfaii meeting wu imme- 
diatelj after Oonaiu'i retom from New Orleane, which oo- 
oarred a Cbw dajre after Beecbim himself bad arrived from 
that eit/ ; the seoond, that Cotuins had kept out of the way 
and bad reeeiTed a note abortljr before eonri fhim Beeehim. 
I nude np mj mind that the qnarrel originated in some- 
thing that bad oeeuRed between the parties in New Orleano. 
I hqp«Mi t» laov, too, that SoBBel Bobartt, Saq., OM of 
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the 'cutest chaps wo had about towoi and ' up to trap * in 
whatcTcr was stirring whcroTcr he happened to be, was in 
New Orleans at the time these joung gentlemen wore there ; 
and I determined to get the facts out of him if I could. 
Shortly after breakfast, on the next day after the Tcrdici,-^ 
the judgment still delayed, partly by my request and partly 
by the judge^s curiosity being yet unappcased-^I sallied onl 
with a package in my hand as if going to the post otBce. 
Sam was on the street. I knew if there was any thing to be 
couccalcd by him, the only way to get it was by a coup d* 
etat. So half-passing him, I turned suddenly on hini| and 
putting my hand on his shoulder, and looking him in the 
eye, broke into a laugh, saying, " Well, Sam, that quarrel be- , 
twccn Beechim and Cousins in New Orleans, and the — thing 
it grew out of— didn't it beat any thing you crer heard of T— 
Wasn't it the queerest affair that ever happened ? I am de- 
fending Beechim, and, would you belicTC it ? — he ncTcr told 
me up to last night what was the cause of the fight ? Don't 
the whole thing, look curious ? " I said this very flippantly 
with a knowing air, as if I knew all about it Sam's eyes 
twinkled as he answere<], " Well, B — , isn't it the blamedest 
piece of business you cTcr heard of 7 " '* Yes," said I, '< it 
is", and we must get Paul out of this scrape— the judge is 
viperish, and, if we don't do something, six months in jail ia 
the Tcry lowest time we can get Paul off with. Now, Sam, 
just step here— tell me the particulars of the matter in Now 
Orleans as you understand them ; for you know any discrcp* 
auoy between Paul's statement and yours might hurt things 
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Bi^tQj, end I mnt to know «uct]jr how the ca«o sUnds." 
" No," Mid 81m, " I eui't do it. I pTomiscd Paul, on 
koBor, that I wonldn^t Bontion it to a bouI, and I won't do it 
wilfM I am eompelled. Bo jroo needo't uk mo unlesa you 
Iring » Boto fron Paul reUering me from tbo pledge." I 
mm bo waa dotormiiwd, and it wu nselcH to press the point 
I had a Tagne td«a that a wonan wu mixed up in the 
aatter, aad waa afraid of Bono exposnro of that sort; so I 
lat oat Uind to find ont : " Well, well, Snra, if 70a etmd on 
pointa of honor, <rf eonno that cods it; — but jast cxplun 
tUa tUif— 4iow did tkegirlhAare under the circumstauceB ? 
jroo know U waa caleolated to be a little trjivg, and the 
tbiif bong ao andden and the parties being Rtrangcra, too, — 
jon nnderstond f " and I looked sereral Tolumei, and aeareb- 
«d namnrljT for aome amiwer, Sam merel/ replied, " Whjr, 
aa to lA«^>/ opposite, if you mean her, ahe behaTodrery 
irelL She laughed a little at fint, but when Paul ahowod 
bow it hurt bim, nbe seemed to feel for him, and let the leat 
U!kfi all the laugh." I felt better ntisfiod with tbii oxpl*- 
Bation, and determined on mj otmtae. 

The judge, in the mean time, waa on thona of anxio^. 
He bad been oooTersing with the elark, and iherifil and 
State*! attoroej, but to no porpoeo ; they onlj inflamed hit 
ouioutj the more ; the mTalory Mamod insemtabk. Ho 
oama to mj room twice that night— but I waa oni— to aw 
vw on the iubjeoL Earlj In the morning, ai X waa taking a 
o mto rtaMe anooao, bii Honor eame into mj room, and woke 
Bo^ **G^^B — , got ^H^rbj do jou iloap io lato in 
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tho morning ? — it*8 a Ud luibit*' (The jadge was in tho 
habit of sleeping until a late breakfast I got up, and before 
I could get on my pantaloons, he opened the eonrersatton. 
'^ B.," said he, *^ this thing about young Beechim distresses 
me a great deal. I feel really eoncemed about his case ; 
and if you will tell me now how that diffieulty originated| 
I — I — I — shall feel better about it. My mind would — ^yoa, 
my mind unmld be relieved. Of eourse, B., you know all 
about the matter, and I assure you it will be to the intereai 
of your client to reveal tho whole affair— deHn-ded4y his 
interest. What is it ?'* I told him I really did not know, 
and could not find out as yet ; but I thought I had got the 
clue to the mystery, and, if he would aid mo, it could all bo 
brought to light ; I was convinced, that if it did come oat| 
it would make decidedly for the benefit of Paul, whom I 
knew .to be incapable of making a wanton assault upon any 
one, especially upon Cousins. The judge told me I might 
rely on him, and he would see if any one dared to hold baek 
any thing which it was proper to bring out He was so eom- 
municative as to assure me that, generally speaking, he was 
a man of but little curiosity : indeed, he sometimes reproached 
himself, and his wife often reproached him, for not knowing 
things ; — that is, he said, he meant by " not knowing things* 
—personal matters, gossip, and so forth— and that he nerer 
got any thing but what was pUyed like a trapball all ortr 
town ; but, in this case, as a mere matter of speoulationi hs 
confessed he did feel desirous' of unravelling the riddle ; ia 
faot, it preyed on his mind ; hs eouldn't rest last ni|^t ; ks 
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d of a fellow fiiBn«lluf him md poaring down 
kis thmA ft bottle of aptritf of torpentine, »Dii Mkiog bun 

- u Im loft him gfgfiit l*"*^ '^ Ukod " t/uU piDe-appIo sop." 
Hio Honor Iben wont into rnouy ingonioaR tboorica And aur- 
■uMo in elnddatioB of tho mjsterjr; bat I felt usured thftt 
Ua oxpUeotioa wu more CuMufnl thin true. 

KbiI!^ ft greit indupoaition itill, to Toveal anjr thing, 

«• tfao port of Boedum, ond loftriBg that, if he were preMot, 

. ho wooM ioUrpooa objootiona to the preHcntntion of tho 

- proof u to tlio ptOToeftUon, I omuiged it bo thki tho ahcriff 
ihoftld dotMO Fanl from tbe ooort-iiooso until I could got 
thatoatimen; In. 

lo ordor to a mora perfeot nnderstamling of the matter, 
I had aa well state hore, that Beechim wai a jonng goutle- 
man who had aome two or three jeara before " located" in 
the oovntjr, and was doing a general land i^noj and eol- 
Iceting bnainesB, ioirejing lands, dca, baring befora been 
engaged aa prinoipal in an aeademj. He had graduated at 
the ooUego at Knozrille, Tennessee, and cherished aenti- 
menta of great rererence for hia Tenerable aima nuUer, 
whieh showed a Terj livelj condition of the moral senaibili* 
ties. He thought rerj highlj of the lespeotable societj of 
that somewhat secluded Tillage, and ooneeired a magnified 
idea of the burgh aa a most populoos, wealthy and flourish' 
ing metropolis. I TCriljr believe ha OMuidered Knoznlle at 
once the Athens and Paris of America, abonnding in all the 
refinements, and ahining with the poliah of a rare and oxqoi* 
aita oiTiliaatioQ lbs seat vi- leaning ^ homo <rf \oxarj, ■ 
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and tho mart of commerca Letters, and arts, and great 
mcD, and refined modes, and cultivated manners, and women 
of a type that tbej never before had i>een moulded into, there 
abounded, in his partial fancy prodigal of such generous ap« 
prociation. The magnificent self-delusion of dear old Cap« 
tain Jackson, immortalized by £lia, scarcely e(|uallcd tlio 
hallucination of Paul quoad the sights and scenes, the littlo 
short of celestial glory of and about the city of Knozville, as 
ho would persist in calling that out-of-the-way, not-to-bo- 
gotten-to, Slecpy-IIollow town, fifty miles from tho Virginui 
line, and a thousaud miles from any where else. I speak 
of it in pre-i:ailroad times. Paul had been assiduous in tho 
cultivation of manners. II is model was, of course, thai ho 
found at Knoxvillc. -He had a great penchant for fashiooR- 
blo life, and fashionable life was the life of the coteries, tho 
upper-tons of Knoxvillc. * Rusticity and vulgarity woro 
abominations to him. To go back to Knoxvillc and get to 
the tip of the ton there, was the extreme top-notch of PaoPa 
ambition. Apart from this high-church Knoxvillism, Paul 
was an excellent follow, somewhat vain, sensitive to R faalt| 
and thin-skinned ; somewhat pretentious as to fashion, stylo 
and manners ; indeed, the girls had got to regard him as r 
sort of Tillage Beau Brummell, '' the glass of fasliion and 
the mould of form" — r chRracter on which he plumed him- 
self not a little, and, I am sorr^ to say it, he did not bear 
his blushing honors as meekly as could have been hoped for 
under the ciroumstances. He had written back to tho 
friends of his youth (rr Hr. MRORwber hRth it), in Knox* 
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villa, tlttt be wu growing mora reconciled to his fate'; Kia 
Mind wu ealnar, bo Mid, thoagh his exile had, &t first, gone 
Tnj hard wilb IiiiD ; but the manners of the natives wore 
•ridoiUj, kfl WIS pleased to think, nndcr hia miuionary 
labor, impmnag, and he must aaj for tbcso natives, that 
tbajr bad niaeed docilitjr — irhich gave bini hopes of farther 
miUattioiL 

Tbat Ibers eoold be anj thing beyond the pitch of refine- 
HMt to wbieh K&ozTillo had gene, Paul could not beltera 
OB Imb thiB oonkr eTidonce. 

I go4 ost a mbpoooa and sent the sheriff after Roberts, 
with wdan for inimediato attendance. The court was in 
vmaon, and I proposed taking up this matter of Beecbim's 
before the usual bnuness of the daj wat gone into. 

Bainiiel eame int« the eonrt somewhat disooiaposed, bnt 
OB obserriag that Beeehim was not {nresent, became reaamr- 
ed. Hia Honor drew from bia ponoh n {resh quid of t«bae- 
eo, deposited it in bis right eheek, wiped his moutb neatlj 
witb bia handkeidiief, seated himself comfiirtably in hia 
diair, cleared bia tbroat, blew hii nose, and spread out Ida 
eonntenanoe into a pleasant and eneonraging "skew," and 
directed me t« proeeed with the wibiees — oonunenomg at the 
beginning and telling the witness to take bia time. 

Boberts look the stand. He testified to tbis eSeet : in- 
deed, this is nearlj a literal tranaeript of mj notes, taken at 
the time. " Witness knows the parties — has known tboB 
for three Tears — is intimate!; .ae^nainted witb Bee eb im 
bafa^ a TennosBoaaa asd hanng been at «no time at Knox- 



^•wr'x*. -. » 




JV8TinOATION AITBft VIEOIOT. 187 

Tille — ^knows that Beeohim and CoiuinB were on good terma ; 

indeed quite friendly until May last In eompany with 

witness they went together to New Orleans; went byway of 

Jackson and the Mississippi river ; arriTed there the i3th 

of the month— conTorsed together a good deal— eonToraation 

of a friendly character— quite sociable ; Beechim talked a 

great deal of KnoxTille, the girls, fashions and aocioty: 

Cousins listened attentively: knows the parties muU havo 

been friendly. Arrived in New Orleans on the iSthi about 

10 A. M., Monday ; intended to remain until Thursday; no 

boat going up until Tuesday night B. expressed himstif 

gratified by the seal of the porters and hackmen to aenrt 

him ; said, however, that it marred the enjoyment somewhaft 

to think that probably these attentions might be mmreenarj* 

It was well not to be too credulous. Took lodgings at lh« 

8t. Charles Hotel. Heard a conversation going on betweeii 

the two — subject, the mode : Cousins liad been in the eitj 

and the hotel, frequently, so he said — ^knew the rules and tlie 

etiquette ; Beechim had been at the best hotels in Knozville^ 

knew tfieir rules, but .had been from Knozville a good while| 

therefore was rusty — ^was not certain but that he might make 

some awkward blunder — ^might be fatal to his eharaeter: 

Cousins offered to act as cicerone— said B. might rely on 

him, ' to put him through ;' told him to take an item from 

him — Beechim thanked him tindly. At three the gong 

rang for dinner— -parties were in the gentlemen's sitting roook 

B. started — thought at first that the steam engine that work* 

od the oooking stove in the kitchen bad burst its boilor. (L 
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iM him It WM tlM goi^ : B. ulccd him if it vere Dot a new 
lUng — long U k« liad bMU in KnoxriUo had Derer Iicard 

- of aaA m thing— Mked C. if ba could believe it Wont to 
* Aiamn hill ol &ra wai baadod ; B. itished to know if there 
vaa aaj Uncuter to tranaUlo tbe French dishes — said there 
WM. in KitoxTillo; got along pretty well until just as B. had 
takes % piooe of pi&e-^iple on his plate, the waiter came 
aloBf and pat a gr«en-eoIor«d bowl before ever; gucst'a plate 
Tith wator and a mall aliM of Icdidd in it. Becchim asked 

. CoBHM iriiat that waa. 0. replied, 'Sop for the pine-apple.' 
Bl Mid bo thongbt ao. " Tbat'a the way it used to be served 
■P at ■ Tbo TraTeller'i Boat ' in KnozTllle." Beccbim took 
the bowl and put it in hia plate, and then put the pine-apple 
In tbo bowl, and oommenced entting up the apple, atirrod It 
anmnd in tbe flnid with hii fork, and ato it, pieco after (Hoeat 
B- kept bia eyea on the bowU-did not oboerve what was paar 
iog about him. Manj persons at table — five hnndrod at 
least — ladioa, dandiea, foreigner!, moostaobed fsllowa ; b^an 
to bo an uproar on the other aido of the table ; over; bodj 
got to looking down at Beoebim— ojo-gla wci put np— a 
donble-barrelled ^j-glasa (as witneas aappoeed) lorellod at 
him by a man at the bead of the table, who stood np to 
draw a bead on him — loud langfaing — women pntting band- 
kerchieft, or napkina, (witoesa ia not eertain whiob,) to 
their uoBtha. B. got throagh with th« pine-apple. Oonnni 
had been laughing with the rest oompoeed himself now, and 
asked B. "how ho liked the pine-applol" B. answeredin 
AaMWOcda: 'I tUnk ^e pin»«^le 'T«7 good, but dmi 
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you think the sanoe is rather insipid ? ' — Spoke the words 
pretty loud — ^heard at some distance — great sensation — ia* 
moderate laughter— women screaming — men calling for wino 
— the French consul's clerk drank to the Knglisheonsurs derk 
< Ze shentlcman from se interiore, may he lecye to a green 
ole aige,'— drank with all the honors. Beechim seeing the 
fuss, turned to an old man next him and asked what was the 
matter — any news of an exciting character ? The old mani 
a cotton broker — an Englishman — replied that ht^ B., * had 
been making an ass of himself — he had been eating oat of 
the finger-bowl.' B.'s face grew as red as € beet— then pale ; 
he jumped back — tried to creep out by bending his head 
down below the chairs — rushed on and knocked over the 
waiter with the coffee — spilt it on a young lady — staggered 
back and fell against a Frenchman — tore his ruffles — knoek- 
ed him, head striking head| over against an Irishman— quafw 
rel — two duels next mommg — Frenchman killed. Geo. 
Sacr6 Froglegg6 rose and proposed three cheers for the gen- 
tleman of retiring habits; encored: wine all aronnd the 
board — uproarious doings : Tom Plaeide called on to rehearse 
the scene— done — applause terrific : Beechim got out— Ibr- 
got where his hat was — ^ran bare-headed to the bar (f)— call- 
ed for his bill — never got his clothes — ^ran to the steamboai-^ 
shut himself up m the state room for two days ;^-thing out 
in the Picayune next moming-^o names given. B. eaae 
home— saw Cousins when he came up— licked him within an 
ineh of his life with a hiokory stick. Witness further sailk 
net" . 
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" T« " Mid tbt jaigt, " ud scired b!m right. Justifi- 
«atioa eompleta I So estar it, clerk." 

Dnrii^ tb« delireiT of thii tcslimoDj, jrou ma^ be sure 
tlwt tin crowd wen not T«f7 Mriona ; but knowing how aen- 
^tire BeMhim wu on Um rabjcct, I was coDgratulatiog m;- 
hV that 1m wu not ^ewBt luraiiig from the witnosB as 
ke ^wi"!**^, I vu piined to He Bccchim — ho bad come in 
after tbe trial began, — poor Pml t sitting on the benoh wecp- 
isg piteooilj. I tried to eonaole him — I told him not to 
- lund it — it wai a mere hagaU l k; but be only squeeud my 
hand, and brokenl; lud, " B., tbanlc yon ; yoa arc my friend : 
I riiall nenr forget jott ; jon meant it for the best: — 70a 
bare aared mj body bat yoa have roined my charaoter. 
Good-bye, I leaTe tbii momlag. Roberta will lettle yovr 
fee. But, B., aa a friend — one reqneat; if.— 
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Accordingly Fatil led — for good and aU. What beoame 
of bim I don't know. I did hear of one Paul Beeehira ia 
OaliComia ; bat whether the nune one or not, I ean't aay. 
He wu nanwd in the p^ien aa a manager of the fint Saa 
Franuaoo ball of SSd Febraaij, 1B49. 

Hia Honor made a eolema and affecting dtarge to the 
aadienee, generally, eommending the mod«ntti«i of jonng 
" See," nid hia Honor, " the way that thia thing 
Hoil mtB woflld ban Mbedthairgva,^bowta, 
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on fuoh terrible aggrayAtion, and taken the life of the enl- 
prit ; but thif young gentleman has set an example whieh 
older heads might well eopy : he Laa eontented himself with 
taking a elnb and giring him a good, sound, oonstitntioBal, 
eonsenratiye lieking; and you see, gentlemen, the mikkr 
remedy has answered every good purpose I The CSourl ad* 
joums for refreshment." 
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Iji Aa plaanat Tillage of Patton'sHill, in the Flush 
SShm^ thoca wen aeraral resorts for the refrnhment of the 
weaiy tnrdler, lod for tba allajing of the chronio thirst of 
more than one of the inhafaitaDta of the pUce aod the oohd- 
faj adjacent Thejr are clooed now, aa ara tba ga^ng por^ 
tab of thooe who were wont in tlie wild dajra, to " indolge " 
in axeiting bereragea. A ataid, quiet, moral and intelligent 
oomnnnitj hara anpplied the plaee of many of the earlj 
aettlera " who left their conntry for thur eonntr^'a good ; " 
and chnrehea, aehooVhonsea and Lodgea now ara pronunent 
lAere the " doggerj " made wild work with " the peaoe and 
digni^ of the State," and tlta laqwotabili^ and decanoy of 
particnlar indiridoali. 

In the old timea there oama into the Tillage of a Bairn- 
ixf vrening, a eompany mora promiaonona than aeleet, who 
gathered, like baea at the month of a hire, aronnd tha doora 
of tha groeerj. On one of theae oeoanou a aeena oooonad, 
■wiiA I think worthj of oommeawntioB ; aad it ^j ht ra- 
Bad iqpoa ai anthntie, b tha Main, aa it oama ngtMr W 




AK APTAIR or UOlfOft. 101 

fore the Court as a part of the proeeodiagi of ft trial la a 
State ease. 

Jonaa Sykes waa a vorj Taliani man when in liquor. 
But Jonas, like a good many other valiant men, was mora 
valiant in peace than in war. Ho waa a Teiy Samaon ia 
fight — ^but, like Samson, he liked to do battle with that de- 
scription of weapon which so scattered the Philistine hoata 
— tluU jaw-bone— one of which Nature had fomiahed Jonaa 
with. Jonas was prodigal in .the jaw-work and wind-work 
of a fig;ht, and ho could outswcar '' our army in Flanders.** 
He had method in his madness, too, aa he ahowed in adeei* 
iDg his enemies. He always knew, or thought ho knew, how 
much a man would stand before he commenced ** abaaing " 
him, and his wrath grew the fiercer according as the patioDOO 
of his enemy grew greater, and he waa more fierce l ike a 
bull-dog chained — aa he was the more held off. 

Jonas had picked a quarrel with a quiet, demure follow 
of the name of Samuel Moonoy, and laTished upon that gen- 
tleman's liver, soul and eyes, many expressions much more 
fervid than polite or kiAd. Sam stood it for some time, hat 
at length, like a terrapin with coals on his back, even hie 
sluggish spirit could stand it no longer. He began to retort 
on Jonaa some of the inverted compliments with which Jo- 
nu had besprinkled him. Whereupon Jonaa felt hia ehiv- 
airy so moved thereat, that he'challengod him to mortal 
oombat* 

Now, Jcnas, aa most bullies did at that time, went armed. 
Saaud had no wtgnm^ as he called those daqgerooa implo- 
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■mtl. and gire tlut fiwt u u spology for not ttcccptiog 
Jona'a kind inTiUtion.' But Jodu would not "bear to" 
•■/ nnfc' paltiT exouM ; lie dcBounccd Sam, for a vbitc- 
Gnrad pollnxni, wbo wonid iubqU a gentlemui (thereby 
— nwg UnMlf),ud then reAiM bim BatisfactioD, anii swore 
i» woold poet liiin vp til orer town ; regretting that be did 
Bot hire tlH ehanee of Uoirin|[ nholc through his carcass witti 
-^Vm " Dtrraigv " (hat " « buU-bat coold fl; through without 
tetehing aiirwing," and ginnn him his solemn word of 
honor that if be, (Sam,) wonId onl; fight faiin, (Jonas,) be, 
(JoBta,) WDoldnt hit him, (San,) an inch abOTOhii hip- 
beae whieh eertatnlj wai eneonragiag. 

San atill pnteeted he waa weaponleae. " Well," aaid 
Jonaa, " jon ifaaa't have that exonee any longer. I're got 
two u good piatola as erer waa bought at Orleent, and yon 
maj have ehoioe." And polling one ent of either lide 
poeket, he prodnced two pbtola reij mnch alike, and, ad- 
vaaung to Sam, put bia banda behind him and ahnffled them 
finm hand l« hand a moment or two, and then held them 
fbnraid-Hme rather in adranee of the other — towarda Sam, 
telling him to take whidi he ohoae. Sam took the one near- 
est to him, and Jonaa called ont to Boh Dobba, wbo stood 
hj, " to put them throngfa in a fiur duel," and jjaUad the 

cmwd to witaeaa " that he done it t« the lOliMl aeeord- 

bi" to law." Bob willingly aeoepted the honorable poattimi 
Maigned himj oomminded order; made the orowd atand 
hwt^— me a a n red off the gromld— ten p a eea tad atationed 
the f l iatan t a ndewiae fa dualling poaition. Bob that 
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armed himflelf with a soytlie blodo, and floarishing it in tbo 
air, swore death and destmction to all who should interfere 
by word, look, or sign. 

Bob took his position at a right angle between two, and 
gave out in a loud and sonorous Toioe the programme of 
proceedings. " Gentlemen,** said he, " the rules are as fol- 
lows : the parties are to be asked — * Gentlemen are 70a 
ready ' — answering Yes, I, as mutual seeond, will then pro- 
nounce the words slowly, 'Fire: one— two— throe ; ' tha 
parties to fire as they choose between the words JPire and 
three, and if either fires before or after the time^ I shall pro- 
ceed to put him to death without quarter, bail or main 
prise." Micajah F., a lawyer present, suggested, ''or bene- 
fit of clergy." " Tes," said Bob, "or the benefit of m 
clergyman.** 

Bob then proceeded to giro the words out At tha 
word tt€0 Jonas's pistol snapped, but Sam's went oflT, tha 
ball striking a button on Jonas*s drawers and cutting off a 
little of the skin. Jonas fell — ^his legs flying up in the air, 
and shouting, " Murder I Murder I he's.knocked off all tka 
lower part of my abefomen. Send fbr a doctor! quiekl 
quick I Oh I Lordy I oh 1 Lordy I I*m a dead man : tha 
other fellow got the — wrong — ^pistol I '* (And so he had ; for 
on examining Jonas*s pistol, it was found to have had no 
load in it Jonas, by mistake^in shufiling, baring giren the 
loaded one to Sam and kept the empty one himself) 

The testimony in the ease was related with such eomio 
humor I7 ona of the witoessesy thai the juiy were thrown 
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ialo mufmUoDM of lani^ter; and the ease beii^ •abnuMed 
wilhovl aigBBMBti ibe Tordiel was a Am of ono oeiil od^ 
iho oombaftaata. « 
Jonaa buMdiatdj lotnod fron ilia boDjiiig basfaiaas 
thai loM^ and aa aooB asbeaoaUgalhisafiiiiawottd 
i|^ Kka « «Im alar of SaiViio,'' ^iraalwaird taok Ua wiy.'* 



t 
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HON. & S. PRENTISS. 

Thb character of the bar, in the older portions of the / 
State of MissiMippijjraa Tery dififerent from Uiat of the b ar 
in the new diBtricta. Especiallj was this the case with the 
counties on and near the Mississippi riTcr. In its front ranks 
stood Prentiss, Holt, Boyd, Quitman, Wilkinsoni Winehei- 
ter, Foote, Henderson, and others. 

It was at the period first mentioned bjme, in 1837|tlial 
Sargeant S. Prentiss was in the flower of his forensic fame. 
He had not, at that time, mingled largely in federal polities. 
He had made but few enemies ; and had not *' staled his pro* 
sence," but was in all the freshness of his unmatched fto- 
ulties. At this day it is difficult for any one to appredato 
the enthusiasm which greeted this gifted man, the admiration 
which was felt for him, and the affection which followed him. 
He was to Mississippi, in her^outh, what Jenny Lind is to 
the musical world, or what Charles Fox, whom he resemUod 
in many things, was to the whig party of England in his day. 
Why he was so, it is not difficult to see. He was a typo of , . 
his times, a representatiTo of the qualities of the people, or 
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nttier of tha better (jualitics of tho wilder nai mora im- 
petoooa part of Uieiii. The proportion of young men — ai id 
>U new eonntrie^^-WM great, nod the proporttoD of wild 
jDtmg nen wai, nufortttnatcly, etill ^catcr. 

He had «U tlioM qnalltici wliich luako ns charitable to 
tlw divmeter of Prineo Ilal, as it is paiDtcd bj Bbokspcaro, 
«Teii wben oar approral is not fully bestowed. Ocnerous u 
. a priuM of tha rojal blood, bravo and ckiTalrons as a knight 
templar, of aqiirit that scorned every thing mcftn, andcrhand- 
ed or aerrila, ha vai prodigal (o iinproridcnco, instant in 
reaentmeiit, anil luttar in Lis animosities, yet magnaniinons 
to foi^giTO wbeti repoialion had been made, or miscoDstniction 
explained away. There was no litllencsfl about him. Eron 
towards an arowed enemy bo wu opes and manly, and bora 
himself with a sort of antique oonrte^ and kni^tly hoatili^, 
in which Mlf-iespect mingled with respect for hia foe, exoept 
when eontempt waa raized with hatred ; then no words ean 
conrey any sense of the intenMtj of bis soom, the depth of 
bis loathing. When be thus outlawed a man from hia eovr- 
tcsy and respect, langoaga eonld eearee si^Ij words to ax- 
press his dtsgost and detestatioa 
. . Fear seemed to be a stranger to hia nature. Be nerer 
hesitated to meot, nor did he wait for, " reqtonailHli- 
ty," bnt ho went in qneal of it. To denonnee meanness 
or Tilluny, in any and all forma, when it eame in his way, 
was, with him, a matter of duty, ftom which he ndrsr shrank ; 
and so to denotmeo it as to bring himself in diraot oolUdim 
with the perpetrator or perpetrator*— for he took tham k 
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crowds 88 well 08 singly — ^W88 a task for whieh he wis intUat 

in season or out of season. 

Even in the vices of Prentiss, thero wero magnifioonee 
and brilliancy imposing in a high degree. When ho trcatedp 
it was a mass entertainment On one occasion he char- 
tered the theatre for the special gratification of hb firicnda, 
— the public generally. Uo bet thousands on the torn of m 
card, and witnessed the success or failure of the wager with 
the noncJiaidncc of a Mexican montc-playcr, or, as was mosi 
usual, with the light humor of a Spanish muleteer. He broln 
a faro-bank by the nerve with whieh he laid his large betfi 
and by exciting the passion of the veteran dealer, or awed 
him into honesty by the glance of his strong and steady 
eye. 

Attachment to his friends was a passion. It was a pari ' '^ 
of the loyalty to the honorable and chivalric, which formed 
the sub-soil of his strange and wayward nature. He never 
deserted a friend. His confidence knew no bounds. Itaeom- 
ed all restraints and considerations of prudence or policy* 
He made his friendo' .quarrels his own, and was as guardfid ,y 
of their reputations as of his own. He would put his saae 
on the back of their paper, without looking at the fi^e of ift| 
and give his carte biatiche^ if needed, by the quire. He was 
above the littleness of jealousy or rivalry; and his lovo of 
truth, his fidelity and frankness, were formed on the antique 
models of the chevaliers. But in social qualities he knew bo 
rival These made him the delight of eveiy einde; they 
were adapted to all, and were exeroised on all. The same 
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talent tbnt g&vo to his oratory lo ii^ 
MSltibla ft charm, and adi^ted liim to all grades and sorts 
of peopla^ ittedhtm, in oonnrsatioD, to delight all man. He 
aner •(•lad wd aanr flagged. Eren if the fond of acqnir- 
•d «i^tal eooM have ran out, bis onginolitj mu Buoli, that 
Ui f^plf from tka perennial faantaii) within was inexhansti- 
Ua. 

Wm hnaot waa aa varuras as profonnd — from the most 
ieB wt e wit to the hroadeit farce, from irony to caricature, 
frm elaaiieal alluioa to the verge — and sometimes beyond ■ 
■ Ibefoga — ofeoaraaJeatandFalBtaff extraTogaoce ; andno 
Mte knew fa whioh departmeBt ho most excelled. His sni- 
■d qtiiita flowed oror like no artcainn well, ever gashing ' 
oat in a deep, bright, and sparkling ottrrent. 

He nercr seemed to despond or droop for a moment : the 
earea and anxieties of life were mere bagatelles to him. Sent 
to Jail lor fighting in the eourt-honse, ho made the walls of 
tbe prison resonnd with imaooastomed sbonts of merriment 
•>d rerelry. Starting to fight a doel, be laid down Ui hand 
al poker, to resnnw it with a smile when ho retained, and 
went on the field l">g*ii«g witb hla friends, as to a pie-nio. 
Tet no one knew better the proprietiea of life than hinualf 
— when to put off leritj, and treat graTO snlgeots and pei^ 
aou with poper respeet ; and no one eoold asrame and pr» 
■erre more graoefoHj a digufied and sober demeanor.. 

His early reading and edneation had been ezten^Te aai 
deep. Probably bo man of his age, in tlie Stats, was so weU 
read in the aaeiont aad modem daaatca, b tbe evneat 
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liieraturo of tho day, and— what mmj soom itraiiger** 
in the sacred scripturea. His speeches drew some of their 
grandest images, strongest expressions, and aptesi iUoatra- 
tions from the inspired writings. 

The personnel of this remarkable man was well ealeulai- 
cd to rivet tho interest his character inspired. Tboii(^ 1m 
was low of stature, and deformed in ono leg, his frame was 
uncommonly athletic and muscular ; his arms and ohosi were 
well formed, tho latter deep and broad ; his head laige, and 
a model of classical proportions and noblo contour. A hand- 
somo (ace, compact brow, massive and ezpandod, and ejas of 
dark hasel, full and dear, wore fitted for the ozprcsaiiNi of 
every passion and flitting shade of feeling and sentiment Ilia 
complexion partook of the bilious rather than the sangoiiM 
temperament The skin was smooth and bloodless no ezolto^ 
mont or stimulus heightened its color ; nor did th^ writer ev«r 
see any evidence in his face of irregularity of habit In repoaei 
his countenance was serious and rather melanchol y cer tainlj 
somewhat soft and quiet in expression, but ovidcDci^g 
strength and poifcr, and the masculine rather than the 
light and flexible qualities which characterised him in bin 
convivial moments. There was notliing aficcted or the- 
atrical in his manner, though some parts of his.printod 
speeches would seem to indicate this. He was frank and 
artless as a child ; and nothing could have been mora wimiiBf 
than his familiar interoourse with the bar, with whom he 
always a favorite, and without a rival in their affection. 

I oome now to speak of him as a lawyer. 

9* 
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H* vu won widdj known as n politicUn thu a lawyer, 
MiBMlTOMta tlmftjnrut. This mm bectiue politics form 
4 wider aal man eoiu^eaoiu theatre than tbe bar, and ba- 
«BHi tke BiM irf mm an hotter jadgcs of oratory than of 
kv. XmI he WM » nwa of wondorful Tersatilitj aod raried 
^onoiimlialimiiili, ii moit trae ; that he waa a popular orator 
•f tba <nt «laM ii alw trae; and that all of hia facoltiea 
<Ed »ok 9tten, tf «Yar, find emplojinent in hia profession, 
■ij be tna Ukawiiei Bo far he appeared to better advan- 
Ugt IB ft delibantin uMmblj, or before the people, beoaaae 
Ikan ha kad » wider range and sobjecta of a more general 
iatOMt, and waa sot fsttered hj mlea and precedents ; hia 
pnini expanded orer a larger area, and exercised his powers 
IB greater Tarie^ and number. Horeorer, a atump apeeoh 
t> rand/ made ehieflj fi>r eonviedon and peranaaion, but to 
pvHtj and delight the auditora, and to raise the eharaeter 
•f the q>eaker. Imagery, aneedote, ornament, eloqnenoe aad 
eloostioi, are in better tute than in n ipeeeh at the bar, 
lAere the diiaf and onlj legitimate dm is to ooBTinee and 



It win ahnja be » mooted point ammig Prentiss's ad- 
miren, aa to where hia stoei^th ehieflj laj. Hj own opin> 
■OB ie that it waa as a jurist tliat lie moatlj eioelled ; that ■ 
it eonnsted in tnomtig and beifig abU to ilute to othtn 
ttMat wot tJu law. I state the opinion with some diSdene^ - 
•tsd, did it r«8t OB mj own judgment alone, should not has- 
nrd it at bIL But the emioent ehiafjuatiee of the high 
Mvtef «i«n aad lypeiJs tt HiadMippt thoi^ that 
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Prenibs appeared to most adyantage before tliat eoiir^; and 
a difliiiigaiBhed jadge of the Sapreme Court of Alabamai who 
had heard him before the ohanooUor of Miisiisippii eipreiiad 
to me the opinion that hit talents shone most eon^ieiumalj 
in that fomm. These were men who oonld be led tnm a 

• 

fair judgment of a legal argument by mere oratorji about 
as readily as old Playfair eould be tamed from a true eriti* 
cism upon a mathematieal treatise, bj its being bnmialMd 
over with extracts from fonrth-of- Jnlj harangaes. Had bril- 
liant declamation been his onlj or chief ftoolty, there were 
plentj of his competitors at the bar, who, by their leamii^ 
and powers of argument, would have knocked the spaag^ 
off him, and sent his cases whirling out of court, to the aa- 
tonishment of hapless clients who had trustod to sueh fragib 
help in time of trial. 

It may be asked how is this possible f How is it ooo- 
sistent with the jealous demands which the law makes of 
the ceaseless and persevering attention of her followers ao 
i&e condition of her favors I The question needs an aa- 
swer. It is to be found somewhere else than in the tni* 
aided resources of even such an intellect as that of Sergeant 
Prentiss. In some form or other, Prentiss alway$ wa$ % 
student Probably the most largely developed of all Ida 
faculties was his memory. He gathered informatiofi witk 
marvellous rapidity. The sun-stroke that makes its improo* 
sion upon the medicated plate is not more rapid in traaa- 
cribing, or mpre fSaithful in fixing its image, than waa bia 
perception in taking cognisanee of &ots and prineipliai or 
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Ui abOtl^ to retain them. Onco fixed, tlio Impression wu 
Ibwa fiir«nr. - It u trne, u Hi. Wirt Dbscrredr ibat gcoiui 

. BBit Iwn ■atorbli to work on. No umd, Low magnificCDt- 
^J wenr esdowad, eui pouiblj be a safe, much Icaa & great 
hvyer, wbo doM not nqdentuid Uic facts and lav of hia 
MM^ Bat MOM men vu,j xatieritaai tUcm much mots 
smSlj Ihu OtLen. There ire labor-GaviDg mindB, &s noil 
M labor«iTiiy maehiiMi, end thnt of Mr. Prentiss was one 
«f tbem. In jontli ha had davotcd liimsclf with iateaso 

. afpliesttOK to li^ja) itDdiei, and had mastered, as teyr men 
hare done, the elemeDti of the Inw nod much of its text- 
hook leaning. So aoate and retentive an observer mnat 
toe eepeeiiily in the fireshneia and novolt; of bis first j-eara 
of praetice— " haTo aburbed" no little law aa it floatod 
throng the eonrt-hoiue, or waa distilled from the bench and 
har. 

Bnt more espeeiallj, it sbonld be noted that Hr, Pran- 
Hm, tmtil the frnitton of his fame, waa a laboriona man, even 
in the t^estring Benee. While the world was spreading 
the wild talea of hii jonth, hii deriations, though «)Dapiea> 
ova enongh while thej lasted, were onlj occasional, and at 
long interrals, the interr^ning time being occupied in ab- 
■tcniooa application to his studies. Donhtleae, loo, the 
■apposed obataelea in the wajr of his racoess were greatlj^ ex- 
i^gented, the vulgar having a great proneness to magnify 
the frailties of great men, and to lionise genius bj maldng it 
independent, for ita i^lendid aehievementa, of all external 
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With tboM allowtnoes. boworor, trnth requirof Um «d« 
mission that Mr. Prentiss did, when at the sett of gOTom* 
ment, ooeupj the hours, nsnallj allotted bjthe diligent |irae« 
titioDor to books or clients, in amusements not well aoitod 
to prepare him for those great efforts whioh hare India* 
Bolublj associated his name with the judicial history of th% 
State.- 

As an adyocate, Mr. Prentiss attained a wider eelebriij 
than as a jurist. Indeed, he was more formidable in tliia 
than in any other department of his profession. Before ihm 
Supreme, or Chancery, or Circuit Court, upon the lawof IIm 
case, inferior abilities might set off, against greater natiTt 
powers, superior application and research; or the precedents 
might oTcrpower him ; or the learning or judgment of the 
bench might come in aid of the right, cTcn when more feebly 
defended than assailed. But what protection had medioerityi 
or even ' second-rate talent, against the influences of exeite> 
ment and fascination, let loose upon a mercurial jury, at Icaat 
as easily impressed through their passions as their reason f 
The boldness of his attacks, his iron ncnre, his adroitnessi 
his power of debate, the OTcrpowering fire — broadside after 
'broadside— which he poured into the assailable points of hit 
adversary, his facility and plainness of illustration, and his 
talent o^ adapting himself to every mind and character he 
addressed, rendered him, on 'all debatable issues, next to 
irresistible. To give him the conclusion was nearly the same 
thing as to give him the verdict 

In the examination of witnesses, he was thought parties* 
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hilj to cxod. Ho wutod so Ume bj irreleTSnl qaeetioDE. 
Ho Hovod to wd^ OYOT quoKioa before he put it, tad aet 
detriy ita booriiv viMm vnrj pRrt of the case. The faoU 
mn braoght out in natonl and Btmple order. Ho ezua- 
iaad u few witae n ei, and didted u few facta ts fae could 
mM; got along witli. Is tbiaway he avoided tho danger of^ 
diaenpaaoj, and kept lui mind undiverted from the oontrol- 
li^ pointa in the eaaa. Tho jarj wore left nnwearied aii,d 
maumfmi, aad MW,befi>rs tho argumeut, the bearing of the 



Ho amdod, too, the miaetable error into which so manj 
lavjan ftH, of uakiag oreiy possible point in a oaae, 
•ad prewng all mth equal force and confidence, thereby 
projadiong tho Kind of the court, and making the jury 
belioTO that the trial of a eauae is but running a jockey 
laee^ 

In arguing a eauae of much pnblie interaat, he got all 
the benefit of tho aympatby and feeling of the by-standon. 
He would Bometiniea turn towarda them in aa impaaaionod 
Kpptal, u if looking for a larger andienoo than oourt a&d 
jury ; and tho ezeitonM&t of the outriders, aapooially in 
oriMiaal oaaea, waa thrown mth groat oSeet into tho Jnj' 
Iko. 

Vt. Prontiaa was nerer thrown off his guard, or aaom- 
{n^y taken by surpriso. Ho kept his ten^Mr ; or, if he got 
foiona, thoro waa " method in lua madneaa," 

Ha had a laenlty in ipeaUng I neror know peaaeaed by 
aijrotharpenaa. H* •Mned to ^aak withevt asy ofbrt 
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of the will There earned to be no gorerning or gttidiqg 
power to the partiooUir flMmltj ealled into exereiie. li 
worked on, and its treasures flowed spontaneously. Thero 
was no air of thought, no elevationi frowning or knitting of ihm 
brow — ^no fixing up of the conntenanee— no panaes to eoUeei 
orarraDgo his thoughts. All seemed natural and unpre- 
meditated. . No one oyer fell uneasy lest he might fiJl ; ia 
his most brilliant flights " the empyrean heights*' into whidk 
he soared seemed to be his natural element— as the ifptr 
air the eaglets. 

Among the most powerful of his jury efforts, were hia 
speeohes against Bird,, for the murder of Oameron ; and 
against Phelps, the notorious highway robber and murderer. 
Both were oonyicted. The former owed his oonTietion, as 
General Foote, who defended him with great teal and abiliiyi 
thought, to the transcendent eloquence of Prentiss. He was 
justly conyicted, however, as his confession, afterwards madoi 
proved. Phelps was one of the most daring and desperate 
of ruffians. He fronted his prosecutor and the court, nol 
only with composure^ but with scornful and malignant deC- 
anee. When Prentiss rose to speak, and for some tiiM 
afterwards, the criminal scowled upon him a look of hate 
and insolence. But when the orator, kindling with his aub- 
ject, turned upon him, and poured down a stream of burning 
inTective, like lara, upon his \ead ; when he depieted the 
Tillainy and barbarity of his bloody atrocities; when he 
pictured, in dark and dismal colors, the fate which awaited 
hin^ and the Kmbl judgment| to be preneun e ed at another 
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bar, ^OB LIi crimoB, irheii ha ghould bo confronted with h!a 
ianooeBt vietinu : when ha fixed hia guo of coDcentratcd 
power vfoa him, th« strotig man's face relaxed ; his oycs 
Altered and fell ; until %t length, unable to bear up longer, 
Mlf-«ODVMted, be hid his head beneath tbe bar, and exhibit- 
ed a pietare of rafiui-avdaeitj oowed beneath the spell of 
tne eoonge and triamphaDt genius. Though conviotod, he 
wai not bmg. Ho broke Jul, and resisted recaptaro so de>- 
paratdj, that althongh he wa* encumbered with bis fetters, 
Ua pvfvers had to kill him in self-defence, or permit his 
ensape. 

InUadefenee^rferimtnala, in that largo olase of oosea in 
vUdi Bomething of elevation or bravcrj in flome sort, re- 
deemed the lawlessness of the aet, where murder was ew^ 
mhted under a sense of ootrage, or npon sadden reeentment, 
and in fiur oombat, his oIiiTalroas spirit upheld the the pnb- 
lie aentiment, which, if it did not justifj that sort of " wHd 
jnatiee," eonld not be brought to pnniah it ignominionalj. 
Hia ^^Malo fell like flamea on those 

"SodIs Di>d(offlr«, sudehildren of Hwsub, 
Vith whom lemg* was TiKna* 

I bsTO never heard of bat one client of his who waa e<»- 
Tietad on a charge of homioide, and he was conviatod of one 
of id lesaer degrees. So aueeesafnl was he, that the exprea- 
noB — " Prentiss oooldn't clear him " — was a hjperbole that 
ipieaaed the desperation of a eriminal's fortnnea. 

Ibv P. waa aaplo^ad oaly in bnporlBBt oatM, aal gaa^ 
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ralljr u UBOoUie couosol, and was Uierebj reUered of 
mveh of tho preliminary preparation which ocevqpiea io mveh 
of the time of the attorney in getting a oaae ripe for triaL 
In the Sapremo and Chancery Courts he had, of eonnei oolj 
to examine the reoord and prepare hie argoment On the 
cironit his labors were much more arduous. The iu^Mrtaai 
criminal and ciril causes which ho argued, necessarily rsfuir* 
ed consultations with clients, the preparation of pleadingi 
and proofs, either under his superrisioo, or by hb adneeand 
direction ; and this, from the number and difficulty of tlit 
cases, must have consumed time and required applicatioo 
and industry. 

At the time of which I speak, his long Tigils and eootin* 
ued excitement did not enfeeble his energies. Indeed, he 
has been known to assert, that he felt brighter, and in better 
preparation for forensic debate, after sitting up all night ia 
company with his friends than at any other time. He iw* 
quired less sleep, probably, than any man in the State, id* 
dom dcToting to that purpose more than throe or four houn 
in the twenty-four. After his friends had retired at a lalo 
hour in the night, or rather at an early hour b tho monmg^ 
he has been known to get his books and papers and prsparo 
for the business of the day. 

His faculty of concentration drew his energies, as through 
a lens, upon the subject before him. No matter whal he 
was engaged in, his intellect was in ceaseless play and notioa. 
Alike comprehensiTe and systematic in the arrangesMai of 
his thoughts, he reproduced without difficulty what he had 
ODce conceifed. 
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PioImUj MUMtfauig would hiTo still bocn wftDtiog to ex- 
flain hit oeleri^ of preparation for big causes, lad not par- 
tial Batura giftod biai with tho lawyor'a Iiighcst talent, tho 
■eiMMN whu^ like an inatinet, eiuiLlcd him to bco tliopoiota 
vkieb tba rooord preMBt«d. ffis goniiui for geDeraUiing 
mni Ima, in a nomeot, tiio labor of a long and t«diona ro- 
fleettoB Vfoa, and oollatioa ot, the scTcrol parts of a narra- 
tiTB. Ho nad with gnat r^ditf ; gliDciog his ejca through 
a page ho eangfat the rahatanoe ot ita contents at a view. 
Hii aaaljria, too, waa wmideihl. Tho chemist dooa not re- 
dwM tho eontenta of hii alomlM to their elements more rap- 
idly or aoreljr than ho reeolnd the most complicated fiicta 
into primary prtneiplea. 

His statementa — like those of all great laW7«ra— wen 
olear, penpienaiu and eompaei ; the language simple aad 
aontentiona. Considered in the most teohnioal senae, aa f» 
renaio argumenti morelj, no one will denj that hia speeel w i 
were admiisble and able eSbrta. If the profeauonal reader 
will torn to the moagn reports of his argnmenta in the eases 
offiosfT. rertfl«r,5 How. 305; Tiet et al r. The Sbi/or 
and Aldermm of Vtcidurg, I How. 381 ; and Z?^ Ptant- 
eri Bank t. ^utdgrau «( o^ bo will, I tbink, oonoor iA 
this opinion. 

Aneedotea an not wanting to show that eren in the Bop- 

remeConrthe argued some eases ofgreatimportanec, without 

knowing any thing about them till the argument wu eom- 

One of these aiTOra of tho ludicrous. Mr. Preatias ' 

J ntained, aa a awwa t o eonnast, irith Mr. (now Oei.) K— , . 

V 
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at thai time one of iho most promising as now one of tlio 
most distingaishcd, lawjcrs in tho State Daring tho aeaaioii 
of tho Snpremo Court, at which the case was to oome on, 
Mr. M — called Mr. P.'s attention to the ease, and proposed 
examining the record together ; but for some reason this was 
deferred for some time. At last it was agreed to eiamino 
bto the case the night before the daj set for the hearing. 
At the appointed time, Prentiss could not be found. Mr. 
M— was in great perplcxitj.' Tho ease was of great import 
tanee ; there were able opposing oounsel, and his elieni and 
himself had trusted greatlj to Mr. P.'s assistance. Prentisa 
appeared in the court-room when the case was called up. Tho 
junior counsel opened the case, reading slowljr from tho re* 
cord all that was necessary to give a clear percepti<m of its 
merits ; and made the points, and read the authorities he had 
collected. The counsel on the other side replied. Hr. P. 
rose to rejoin. The junior could scarcelj conceal his appro* 
hensions. But there was no cloud on tho brow of tho speak* 
er ; the consciousness of his power and of approaching rio* 
tor J sat on his face. ' He commenced, as he always did, bj 
stating clearly the case, and the questions raised by tho&eta. 
He proceeded to establish the propositions ho oontended fofp 
by their reason, by authorities, and collateral analogies, and 
to illustrate them from his copious resources of comparison. 
He took up, one by one, the arguments on the other side, and 
showed their fallacy ; he examined the authorities relied upon 
in the order in which they were introduoed, and showed their 
inapplioability, and the distinetion between the fiMts of tho 
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flMM icportod aad tboM in the com it bar ; then return- 
ilg to tb« antlMritiM of Lis eollcaguo, ho ahoired how clear- 
I7, in npplieatioi and j^^indple, thoy supported hia own u- 
guMnL W^BD ha had Mt down, his collcsgae declared 
that Picntiaa had taaj^t him more of the case than he had 
gathend from hia own reao a w b ag and refleotioo. 

Mr. Pmitiaa had aearoal/ passed a decodo from his mv 
ymkj wlten ha waa tha idol ct Mississippi While abaent 
firon the stata Ida nana waa bronght before the people for 
OM^reaa ; tha Stat* than TOtiag bj general ticket, and elect- 
iag two aambata. Ha waa elected, the sitting meinbers 
jUflwfwig to praaant thanualToa before the people, upon the 
daiai, that thay were alaoted at tlie special election, ordered 
hj GorerDor Ljnch, for two jaara, and not for the called 
aesaum merelj. Ilr. Prantiaa, with Mr. Word, hia ooUeagoa 
went on to Washington to olaim his seat. He WU admittod 
to the bar ti the Hooao l« defend and assert hia rif^L Ha 
delivered then that apeeoh which took the Honae and the 
eooBtij bj atom; an effort which if hia fame reatad upon it 
alone, for ita *■■■''■'■*" of tone, eiqniaita mtin, gorgeona 
imagery, and argomentatire power, would bun rendered hia 
name imperiahahla. The Honae, opposed to him aa it waa 
in political amtimant, rararaad ita former judgment, which 
deolared Cftolaoa and Glatbome entitled to their ■eata, and 
diridad equally on the question of admitting Prentiaa and 
Word. The q>eak«r, howerar, gave tha eaating TOte against 
the latter, and the eleetion waa teferred hnck to tha people. 

Hr. Pientiaa addnaaed » einolar to the votete of Mie* 
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sissippii in whieh ho aDDOoneed his intention to oanrtM tht 
State. Tho applauM whieh groetod him at Waahrngton, and 
which attended the speeches he was called on to make at tha 
North, came thundering hack to his adopted State. His 
friends — and their name was legion — ^thought hefore thai Us 
talents were of the highest order ; and when their judgments 
were thus confirmed — ^when they reoeived the indorsement 
of such men as Clay, Websteri and Calhoun, they felt a kind 
of personal interest in him:, he was their Prentiss. Thej 
had first disooTcred him — ^first brought him out— first pso- 
claimed his greatness. Their excitement knew no botmda. 
Political considerations, too, doubtless had their wd|^lb 
The canyass opened — ^it was less a eanrass than an oraiion. 
He went through the State— an herculean tsnk maVim 
speeches eyery day, except Sundays, in the sultry months of 
summer and fall The people of all elfsses and both sezas 
turned out to hear him. He came, as he declared, less om 
his own errand' than theirs, to vindicate a violated ooDstiio* 
tioD, to rebuke the insult to the honor and soToroignty of tho 
State, to uphold the aacred right of the people to elect thoir 
own rulers. The theme was worthy of the orator, tho Off»* 
tor of the subject 

This period may be considered the golden prime of tho 
genius of Prentiss. His real effeetiTO greatness hers attaia- 
ed its culminating point He had the whole State fiNr Us 
audience, the honor of the State for his subject Ho eamo 
well armed and well equipped for tho warfiure. Noteooteniwilk 
challenging his competitors to the field, he threw down tho 
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gMmtl«t to til oonMTS. Fkrtj, or umbitioD, or some other 
tDOtin, eoutrained Mrenl gcotletneo — famooa before, no- 
toruMU kftenrard»— to nton him. la ever; iustaaoe of 
■■eh tenoritj, tli* oppMer was made to bite the duet. 

The UdiM RUTOOndMi the lostrum with their carriflgcs, 
tad kddod, bj tli«ir boantj, interest to the sceoe. There 
wu DO element of oratorjtliBt bis genius did not supplj. 
It wu plain t« lee whenoe his boyhood had drawn its romaa- 
tid inqmtiim. His imigination was colored wad imbued witU 
theli^toCthesIudow; past, and wu ricbly stored with the 
.vnreal bat lift-like creations, whiob tbogcnios of Sbokspears 
^ ead Seott had evoked fron the ideal world. He had linger- 
ed, ipeU-bonnd, unong the eocDea of mcdiajTal chiralr;. His 
spirit had dwelt, ontil almost naturaliicd, in the mjetio 
dream-land thej peopled— among paladins, and orasaden, 
and knights-templan ; with Uonmonth and Peroy— with 
B<H>-Gilbert and Ivanhoe, and the bold HoGrc^r — with the 
cavaliers of Bnpert, and the iron enthnsiaetf of Furfio. A« 
Judge Bollard remarks of him, he had the talent of an Italian 
impransatore, andconld speak the thoughts of poetry with the 
inspiration of oratory, and in the tones of musio. The flnen- 
«y of Ids speedi was onbroken — no sjllable vnprononnoed— 
not a ripple on the smooth and brilliaiit tide. Frobablj he 
never heritated for a word in his life. His dietlon adapted 
itself mthont effort, to the thought ; now eaaj and fiuniUar, 
^ MW statelj and dignified, now beautiful and Tarioos as tho 
boa* of tho Rainbow, again eompaet, even ragged in sinewy 
atrasglh, «r lo^ aad grand in eloquent deolaMatlBB. 
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His face and manner were alike uncommon. The turn of 
the head was like Bjron^a ; the face and the action were jnai ^ 
what the mind made them. The excitement of the featoreti 
tho motions of the head and body, the gesfciculafcian he oaed, 
were all in absolute harmon j with the words joa heard. Yoa 
saw and took cognisance of the general effect onljr; the par^ 
ticular instrumentalities did not strike yon ; thej certaiuly 
did not call off attention to themselves. How a eoonienaiiee 
so redolent of good humor as.his at times, oould so soon \m 
oTcrcast, and express such intense bittemesSi seemed a mar- 
rel. But bitterness and the angrj passions were, probabljp 
as strongly implanted in him as any other sentiments or qual- 
ities. 

There was much about him to remind you of Byron : ihm 
cast o£ head — the classic features — the fiery and rostiTe iia^ 
tare— the moral and personal daring — the imaginatiTO and 
poetical temperament — the scorn and deep passion— the de- 
formity of which I hare spoken — the satiric wit— the eraTing 
for cxoitomenty and the air of melancholy he sometimes wora 
— ^his early neglect, and the imagined slights put upon him 
in his unfriended youth — the collisions, mental and physieal, 
which he had with others — his brilliant and sudden reputft* 
tion, i^id the romantic interest which inyested him, make up 
a b'st of correspondencies, still further increased, alas I bj 
his untimely death. 

With such abilities as we haye alluded to, and surround- 
ed by such circumstances, he prosecuted the canrass, makii^^ 
himself the equal faTorite of all classes. 01ddemoeratswur% 
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MOB, with torn runiiiiig.dbwD their obeelu, laughing liyitn- 
iflilly ; ud MBfl, who, orcr since ihe formation of parties, 
bad TOtsd tlM demoontis ticket, from coroner up to governor, 
thnw wp tlMtf hkti utd ihonted for him He wu retnrned 
to CoagrcM bj » lirge m^ority, leading bis ooUeigae, who 
na OB fnaanlj tin Mma queation, more tbaa a thousand 

Tho politieal eamar of' Mr. Frontiu after tbia time ii 
■itfnr of pnblio hiitofy, and I do not propose to refer to it. 

After hii ntan from Congreas, Mr. Prentiss continued 
lednotahimialf tohiiiffofegsion; but, subsequently to 1841 
or 1843, ba wu mot* ogagcd in closing up his old business 
than in proMcnting naw. Some year or two afterwards, tha 
nit whieh inTolred bis forttine waa detenumd againat bin 
is tba Snprome Ooort of the United States ; and be finmd 
himself bj this eTent, aggravated as it was by bis immense 
liabilities for others, deprived of the aoounnlationa of yeafs 
of soeoeasfnl praetioe, and again dependent upon bis own ex- 
ertions fbr the support of himself and others now pImmI under 
bis pnrteotion. In the mean time, the jwofession ip Hism» 
^ipi bad heeome less remunerative, and more kbcviovs. 
Bearing up with an unbroken spirit against adverse fiirtnne, 
he determined to try a new theatre, where his talents might 
have larger aeope. For this pnrpoae, be removed to themty 
of New (Means, and was admitted to the bar there. How 
n^dly he teee to a pomtion among the leaders of that 
eminent bto, and how near fae aeemed to be to its first 
hoMn, -the mta^trj kwnn. The eneigjr with whlA . ha 
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addressed himself to the task of mastering the peealiar 
jurispmdenco of Louisiana, and the saeeess with which hit 
efforts were erowned, are not the least of tho splciidid 
achievements of tl^is distinguished gentleman. 

Tho danger is not that we shall ho misconstrued in regard 
to the rude sketch we hare given of Mr. Prentiss in any iiidi 
manner as to leavo tho impression that wo are prejudiced 
against, or have underrated tho character of, that gentleman. 
We are conscious of having written in no unkind or unloving 
spirit of one whom, in life, wo honored, and whoso memoiy 
is still dear to us ; the danger is elsewhere. It is two- 
fold : that we may he supposed to have assigned to PrentiM 
a higher order of ahilities than he possessed ; and, in the 
second place, that we have presented, for undistinguishing 
admiration, a character, som'e of the elements of which do not 
deserve to he admired or imitated — and indeed, which ar« 
of most perilous example, especially to warmblooded youth. 
As to the first objection, we feel sure that we are not mis- 
taken, and even did we distrust our own judgment wo would 
be confirmed by Sharkey, Boyd, Wilkinson, Guion, Quitoiaii, 
to say nothing of tho commendations of Clay, Webster, and 
Calhoun, " tho immortal three," whoso opinions as to Pren* 
tiis's talents would bo considered extravagant if they did not 
carry with them the imprimalmr of their own great namoa. 
But we confins to the danger implied in the second sugges* 
tion. With all our admiration for Prentisa— much as his 
memory is endeared to us — however the faults of his eharao* 
ter and tho irregularities of his lift may be palliated by tho 

10 
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peonliir araniuUliOM irhicb prcsGed npoa idiosjocraoiea of 
temper and mind kUbmI ae pccallar u tboso circaniatftiiccs, 
^^t eaoDot 1m donied, nod it ought not to bo concealed, that 
the inflntoM of PmitiBH apoa tho men, enpecially upon 
tba joug men of thu tiino and aBKociation, was hurtful. 
Tne, twhsd MKBO attiibates wortbj of nntimitod admiration, ' 
ud be did lome tiuagt which tho Iwst men might take ai 
ezamplee for imitation. He was « noblo, whole-souled, mag- 
suumona naa : u pure of honor, as lofty in chiT&Irio bear- 
ing u the heroes of romance: but, mixed with thcBO brilliant 
quIiliMitirmLnoea of mind and habit, which made them 
sere dangerou than if thej had not existed at all; forTJce 
ii mora eaailj eopied than virtne ; and in the partncrihip 
Ifltween virtue and Tico, liee anbaidiiea rirtne to ita niea. 
Prenttaa lacked regular, aelf-deoying, STitematie application. 
He aooompliahod a great deal, but not a great deal for hii 
capital : if he did more than moat men, bo did leii than the 
taak of nieh a man : if he gathered much, he wartod and aeat 
teie dmore . He wanted the great essential element of a true, 
genuine, moral greatneii : th er^ wi a not — aboTO bia mtelleet 
and the bright army of glittering faculties and fltrong powers 
of hia mind — abore the fierce host of pasaions In hia soul — a 
pretiding t pirit ^ DiU y. Lift wai no truat to him ; it waa 
ft thing to be enjoyed — a bright holiday season— a gala day, 
to be spent freely and osreleasly — a gift to be deekod out 
wi(b hriOiant deeds and eloq;uent words and all gewgaws of 
buBj—taA to be laid down brsTdy whoa the eroilng star 
■hoald neeeed— the hri^tsBaaad Ibe dmnbsgin toftU 
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softlj upon the green earth. Tme, ho labored more thaa 
most men: but he labored as he frolieked— beeavse his 
mind could not be idle, but burst into work as by the irre- 
pressible instinct whioh sought occupation as an outlet to in- 
tellectual excitement : but what he accomplished was nothing 
to the measure of his powers. He studied more thaa 
ho seemed to study^ — ^more, probably, than he eared to 
have it belicTed he studied. But he could aeoomplish 
with only slender effort, the end for whioh less gifted neii 
must deWe, and toil, and slare. But the imitators, the many 
youths of warm passions and high hopes, ambitious of di«> 
tinction — ^yet solicitous of pleasure — ^blinded by the glare of 
Prentiss's eloquence, the corruscations of a wit and fanej 
through which his speeches were borne as « -stately ship 
through the phosphorescent waves of a tropical sea — whai 
example was it to tJiem to see the renown of the Fonun, tho 
eloquence of the Hustings, the triumphs of the Senate mtmh 
ciated with the fitro-table, the midnight rcTcl, the dnmkeii 
carouse, the loose talk of the board laden with wine and cards? 
What Prentiss effected they failed in compassing. Like a 
chamois hunter full of life, and Tigor, and courage, support- 
ed by the spear of his genius — ^potent as Ithurier»— Prenti» 
sprang up the steeps and leaped over the chasms on his way to 
the mount where the ^ proud temple*' shines abore cloud and 
storm ; but mediocrity, in assaying to follow him, but aado 
ridiculous the enterprise which only such a man with Bueh 
aids could accomplish. And even he, not wisely or well: tho 
penalty came at last, as it must erer oome for a TiolatioQ of 
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■stanludBOnlUwi. Ha IWcd in pain nod poverty droop- 
ing in fint, eiiuHutod in mind tmd body, to Utncnt tbnt 
Tasting of life, u>d bomlth, ud gcniuB, which, nnnasted, in 
tbakeTdajofexistoMM, and id the meridian lustre of hisun- 
rinlled pownra, miglit have opened for himself and for his 
caan ti y a earaer of n^otnlnosa nod jost renown scarcely par- 
nlldod hy Um moat booorad and loved of M the land. 

If toaqaaadar thnaaaeii rare gifts were a griovoos fanlt, 
grieraosly lutli tliia erring child of geniua answered it. 
Bnt painfhllj naking thia concession, forced alone by the 
tmtli; it ia with pleanira we can say, that, with this deduc- 
tion from Prentiaa'a elaima to rcrerence and honor, there yet 
maaini so nneh of force and of brilliancy in tho character 
— M> muck that is honorablo, and noble, and generona — ao 
nneh of a manhood whose robost and masenline Ttrtoea are 
net off by the wild and loTely graeea that attempered aad 
adorned its strength, tliat we feel drawn to it not leaa to ad- 
mire than to love. 

In the midst of hia budding proapecta, n^idlj ripening 
into fruition, inaidiona disease assailod him. It was long 
hoped that tbo close and fibrous system, which had, aaoi- 
ingly, defied all the laws of nature, would prare auperior to 
thia malady. His nneonqiieTable will bore him up brag 
against its attaclca Indeed it seemed that only death itadf 
eonld subdue that fiery and unextiDgnishablc enoigy. He 
nude bis last great effort, breathing in its feeble aeeenta bnt 
a more tonching and affecting pathos, and a more persnariTe 
«leiwnae,^in behalf of Lopet, ebatged irith the •baMy 
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fitting out an expedition against Cuba. So weak waa hoi 
that he was eompelled to deliver it in a sitting poatnre, and 
was carried, after its delivery, exhausted from the bar. 

Not long after this time, in a state of oomplete prostra- 
tion, he was taken, in a steamboat, from New*Orleaos to 
Natchoi, under the care of some faithful friends. The opi- 
ates given him, and the exhaustion of nature, had dethroned 
his imperial reason ,' and the great advocate talked wildlj 
of some trial in which he supposed he was engaged. When 
he reached Natchei, he was taken to the residenee of n r<a* 
lation, and from that time, only for a moment, did a glanc* 
of recognition &11 — lighting up for an instant his pallid Iba- 
tures — upon his wife and children, weeping around his bed. 

On the morning of died this remarkable man, in tlie 

42d year of his ago. What he imu, we know. What ho 
migfU have becn^ after a mature ago and a riper wisdomi wo 
cannot telL But that he was capable of commanding the 
loftiest heights of fame, and marking his name and eharao- 
ter upon the age ho lived in, we verily believe. 

But he has gpne. He died, and lies buried near that 
noble river which first, when he was a raw Yankee boy, 
caught his poetic eye, and stirred, by its aspeot of grandeur, 
his sublime imagination : upon whose shores first fell his 
burning and impassioned words as they aroused the raptn* 
reus applause of his astoniShod auditors. And long will 
that noble river fiow out its tide into the gulf, ere the roar 
of in current shall mingle with the tones of such eloquenon 
-oloquenoei as full and mjyestioi as reaistlesa and snb* 
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IIm, wd u wiU in hi twwp u iU own sea-like flood, 

-UMmfgliUotriTer 

IhtUi aiai^Jas vith hl> tuoa for iTir." 

Aa tidin^of hii dokth omm like wailing over tlie St&t«, 
■ad wo all beard tium, aa the toll of the bell tor a brother's 
. fimeraL Tho duTalmu 61i, wbon the; heard that " young 
Xhny Perej'i sp«r waa eoM," fhat the world had somehow 
l^ovB eoaunonplaee; and tlie men of wit and genius, or 
Aoae wbe eoold appredate raek qualities in others, looking 
•nr the auririag bar, eidMmed with' a sigh — 



-n* Uan of wit, Ike iMk of bright intalligaiw^ 
n« hwm of Msial deqMaoo, 
ankwithUMM." 
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THE BAR OP THE SOUTH-WEST. 

The citiienfl of aq old coontiy aro yerj prone to eonnder IIm 
people of a newly settled State or Territory as greatly their 
inferiors : just as old men aro apt to consider those yeonger 
than themselves, and who have grown np under their cheer* 
▼ation, as their inferiors. It is a very natural sentimeni. 
It is flattering to pride, and it tickles the vanity of senility 
— individual and State — ^to assign this status of elevatiim 
to self, and this consequent depression to others. Aeeord- 
uiglyi the Englishman looks upon the American as rather a 
green-horn, gawky sort of a fellow, infinitely helow the stand* 
ard of John Bull in every thing, external and intemali of 
character and of circumstance ; and no amount of liekiqg 
can thrash the idea out of him. As Swedenhorg saya of 
some religious dogmas held by certain bigots — it is glued 
to his brains. So it is with our own people. The Bosto* 
nian looks down upon the Virginian — the Virginian on the 
Tennesseeian — the Tennesseeian on the Alabamian— the Al* 
abamian on the Mississippian— the Mississippian on Hbm 
Louisianian— the Louisianiart on the Tezian— the Tezian em 
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Hew Hezieo, and, w« nppoM, Noir Mexico on Fandcmo- 

It mtj be one of the pcrrenions of patriotism, to crcato 
and fbelcr bTidioni tad partial diecriniinatioDs between dif- 
fenait eonntries, snd betwcoD different sections of tbo sstno 
eoontrj: sad espeoallj does this prejudice exist nod dcqicn 
wHIi « people atationuj and aecluded id babit aod position.. 
But tnrel, a broader range of iuqairy and observation, more 
iBtimate aaaodations and a freer correspondence, begetting 
■ larger and more cosmopolitan ricws of men and things, servo 
greatlj to ioften theae prejndiees, even wbcre they ore not 
entirelj remored. That there is Mome good country oven 
bejrond tho Chineee wall, and that all not within tbnt bar- 
rier are oot quite " outeide barbariuH," the Oeloitiala them- 
•elrea are begintuDg to acknowledgo. 

There is no greater error than that whieh auigns inferi- 
1 oritf to the bar of tbe Sooth- West, in compariaon with that 
of anj other section of tho same extent in the United Statoa. 
Indcod, it is oar honest conviction that the profession in the 
State* of Tennessee, Alabama, MiBsisaippi and LonUiana, 
are not equalled, as a wbolo, bjr the laroe number of Uw 
yeta in taj other qnarter of the Union, — certainlj in no 
other qoarter wbcre oomnereo is no more Tarioni and large- 
\y pnrsned. 

The reasons for tbia opinion we proceed to give. Tbo 
nost coMlative mode of establishing this proposition would 
probablj bo bjr comparison ; hot this, th>m the nature of the 
€UB, ia isipoMiblei Tbo knowledgo of beta and tnenii 
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wantiDg, and even if poiseBSod by any capable of institni* 
ing the comparison, the dcoiaion would, at laat, be only aa 
opinion, and would carry but little weight, OTcn if the eapa 
oity and faimcBS of the critic were duly authenticated to the 
reader. 

It is a rcinarkable fact, that the great men of ereiy Stat« 
in the Union, were those men who figikrcd about the time of 
the organization and the settling down of their several jodi* 
cial systems into definite shape and character. Not taking 
into the account the RoTolutionary era — ^unquestionably the 
most brilliant-intellectual period of our history— let ua look 
to that period which succeeded the turmoil, embarrasimeni 
and confusion of the Revolution, and of the times of oiril 
agitation and contention next following, and imt of whieh 
arose our present constitution. The first thbg our fathora 
did was to get a country ; then to fix on it the charaetor 
of government it was to have; then to make laws to 
carry it on and achieve its objects. The men, as a class, wlio 
did all this, were law}'crs : their labors in founding and stari- 
iog into motion our constitutions and laws were great and 
praiseworthy: but after setting the government agoing, thert 
was much more to do ; and this was to give the right direc- 
tion and impress to its jurisprudence. The Statutes of a 
free country are usually but a small part of the body of itf 
law— 4md the common law of JSngland, itself but a judicial 
enlargement and adaptation of certain vague and rude pria« 
oiples of jurisprudence to new wants, new necessities and 
exigencies, was a light rather than a guide, to the judges of 
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osr ttvw tjMttma, ealkd to adminuter jastico under new and 
widdj dUGBTODt eoDditiou and circumstances. The greatest 
talaot wu iweenuj for UiMe new duties. It required the 
BiewtdiaoriiBiution ui the soundest judgment to determine 
wlut putt of tiw Britiih i^stem vero opposed to the genius 
of tho nor ooutitutun, ud nrhitt parts were inapplicable by 
teaaoD of now idatioBi or differing cireumstaneea. Tho 
great j ndidal «a of tha United States— equally great in bar 
■ni bond — waa the flrat quarter of this century. And it a 
ft tSagattar eriiwideiMO that this was the case in nearly OTor;, 
if not in emj, State. Tboee were the days of Marshall and 
Story and Panona, of Kent and Thompson and Boane, of 
Smith and Wythe nod Jay, and many other fixed planets of 
the judicial ayatem, while the whole horison, in ereiy part 
of the extended oyole, was lit up by stars worthy to revolTO 
aronnd and add light to anch luminaries. Ur. Webster de- 
clared that the ablest competition he had met with, in hia 
long professional career, waa that he encountered at the rude 
proTineial bar of back-wooda New Hampshire in hia earlier 
praetioe. . 

And this same renurkable preSminenoe has eharaeteriied 
the bei of erery new State when, or shortly after emerging 
from, its territorial eondition and first omde organisation ; 
the States of Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, HiaNsaippI 
and Louisiana foreibly illustrate this tnith, and we hare no 
qnestioa but that Texas and California are affording new ax- 
portions of its oorreotoeas. 

A fcetao uniform inita exiatesMt, moat hun ao»eielid 
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principle for its cause. This principle we shall seek to 
tain. It is the same inflaeuce, in a modified form, which parllj 
discovers and partly creates great men in times of rerolutioii. 
Men are fit for more and higher uses than they are eommoiilj 
put to. The idea that genius is self-conscious of its powerSi 
and that- men naturally fall into the position for which IImj 
are fitted, we regard as by no means an unit orsal tmthi if 
any truth at all. Who belicTes that Washington erer dreaaa- 
ed of his' capacity for the great mission he so nobly aeoom- 
plished, before with fear and trembling, he started out on its 
fulfilment ? Probably the rery ordeal through whioh 1m 
passed to greatness purified and qualified him for the ielf-d#- 
nial and self-conquest, the patience and the fortitudCi whtA 
made its crowning glory. To be great, there must be a groai 
work t o be d one. Talents alone are not distinction. For 
the Archimedean work, there must be a fulcrum as wdl 
as a lover. Great abilities usually* need a great stimuloi. 
What dormant genius there is in every country, may h% 

m 

known by the daily examples of a success, of which there waa 

neither early promise nor early expectation. 

« 

In a new country the political edifice, like all the raat, 
must be built from the ground up. Where nothing is at 
hand, every thing must be made. There is work for all aad 
a necessity for all to work. There is almost perfect equality. 
All have an even start and an equal chance. There are t&w 
or no factitious advantages. The rewards of labor and skill 
are not only certain to come, but they are certain to come at 
onoe. There is 'no long and tedious novitiata. Talent atid 
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MMisT "* *^ P"^ >^ qmunntiDc, And there is no privileged 
iBipeetor to pUca hia imprimatur of acceptaiwe or rujcc- 
- tioa apon tbon. An emigrant commuuitj- is neccasarily a 
pneticd oonuBVuty; VAttti come before luxuries — tilings 
taka prceodowa of words ; tbo neccssnricn that support life 
pneedo tlw atU and elcgaocics tliut embellish it. A mAd 
of gnat psrta biaj niAs bis wa; to greatness by frittering 
unj kit powan apon non-csseutials — upon the st^lo and 
Sniak of a tlung rather thao upon its strength and utility — 
. ^lon BMKlea ntlier than upon ends To direct strength 
ari^t, tho aim ia aa aaacntial as the power. But nboYe all 
tluDgi, BtMoeaa more depends upon sclf-cODfidonco than any 
thing alse ; talent miut go in partnership with will or it can- 
not do A business of profit. ErAsmnB and Melanothon were 
tbo eqnals of Luther in the closet ; but whore else wore 
thejr his eqnals ? And wh ere can a man get this self-reliaoee 
■o well aa in A new eoanlij, where he ia thrownapon hia - 
own reaouroea; whero hia only friooda aro his talonla; 
where he seea energy leap at once into prominence ; wberp 
thos« only are above him whose talenta are aboro hia; 
where there ia no prcttige of rank, or aneesttj, or 
Wiealth, or past repntatio n — and no family influence, or da- 
pendaotSfOr patrons; where the atranger of yeiterday is 
the man of maik to^y ; where ft single apoooh may win 
position, to be lost by a failnre the day following ; and 
where amidat a boat of eompelitora in an open field of ci- 
nlrj, erery man of the same profesaion enters the ocnTae 
with a raaa-horse amniation, to win the priie whieh ia gUtto^ 
\ 
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ing within sight of tho malfl. There is no ttopping in Biidi 
a crowd : he who does not go ahead is run over and trodden 
down. How much of success waits on opportunity I Trae, 
tho highest energy may make opportunity; but how arach 
of real talent is associated only with that eneigy which ^ 
propriates, but which is not able to create, occasions for itn 
display. Does any one doubt that if Daniel WebBter had 
accepted the $1,500 clerkship In New Hampshire, he would 
not have been Secretary of State ? Or if Henry Clay had 
been so unfortunate as to' realise his early aspirations of 
earning in some backwoods county his $333 3S per aiinaflB| 
is it so clear that Senat«ts would have hung upon his lips, or 
Supreme Courts been enlightened by his wisdom ? 

T ho exercise ofour^facultica jiot jnere\y JkolkCBnablcB 
us to use them — it strengthens them as much; tho strengtii 
lies as much in the exercise jis in the muscle ; and the earlier' 
the exercise, after the muscle can stand it, the greater the 
strength. 

Unquestionably there is something in the atmosphere of 
a new people which refreshes, viTifics and Titaliscs thought, 
and gives freedom; range and energy to action. It is tlie 
natural effect of the law of liberty. An old society weaveB 
a network of restraints and habits around a man; the 
chains of habitude and mode and fashion fetter him : he in 
cramped by influence, prejudice, custom, opinion; he liveB 
under a feeling of turveilance and under a sense of eipiofs- 
age. He takes the law from those above hinL Wealth, 
fitmily, bfiuenee, class, caste, fiuhion, ooterie and adventi- 
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■ of all Borts, in a greater or less degree, 
; he aeti not to much from fais own will and in 
' Hm owb way, as from tba farce of thcae arbitrarj inSaeocca ; 
kia UMOghta and aetiona do not leap out directlj from tholr 
aalj legitimata bead-apring, but flow feebly in flerpentine and 
I, tlmni^ and around all these impediments. 
y becomeB, in aome sort, artificial 
IB bald, aimple, direct, earnest and natu- 
nl, aad, Umafim, leaa afieotire. 

What a uaa does well be must do witb freedom. He 
oaa DO more apeak in tramBiels than be can walk in chuns ; 
and ka maat loara to tkink freely before he con speak freely. 
Ha But have bia audience in his mind before he has it in 
kia ^a. He mnat bold his ejes lerel upon tbe eoort or jvrjr 
—not raised in rererenoe nor oast down in fear. For tke 
noDoe, the speaker ia the teaober. He mtut not be rifting 
hia diaeootse for deprecating epitbeta or propitiating terms, 
nor be aeeking to aroid being taken up and ibakan by some 
roBgk senior, nor bo afraid of being wearisome to tbs sodi- 
enoa or disreqwotfnl to auperiora : bethinking bim of ezpo- 
■nre and dreading tin lai^ or tbe aneer, when the boiA 
diallenge, the qniok refanrt, tbe freab tbon^t, tbe bdignaat 
eriminatioD, tbe koneat ferror, and tbe ^goroos argunrai 
are needed for bis eauae. To iUnatrate what we mean— 4et 
as take tbe eaae of a young lawysr jnst oome to tbe bar of 
aa old State. Let «s tnppoae tbat be baa a eaae to irgw. 
Ha ia a yomig man of talent, of eonrae aff are. Wko 
make bia aadienoe F Tbe old jndge, wbo, kowerar mild a 



ivil. Tlic jury of Bobcr-eidcd old codgcrH 
Lim from a littli: hoy, and have never loo 
M » bojTtiiiost imprudcatl; dWerted by pa 
Um bellows or tlw ploogh-h'uidloa, to be fi 
to tbe dog'i tail thftt feg-enda the bu : — tl 
hiiB,— 41 be riaei atmiumeriiig end flonnd 
bedlj>touBed pointer, raoning in Mvenl 
to striko the Md trail of ui idok tbat bi 
brain in the tDthnnum of ambitioiu et 
befen : — tbeie, his Jadgoa, look at him • 
mingled pitj and wonder; his fellow-st 
from fear of being brought into miipriaioi 
getting him bto thia inaano preaomptioi 
awkward attempta to prapitiato tbo mdI' 
him, he eatohea a Tiew of the oovnteoaao 
in wboee qniet neen be reada hi* dea' 
length, be takeo lua'Mat,ai tboenwd i 
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" aborted " il, and, inatekd of tba aotioipftted pride and joj of 
BBterai^, bo feala onlj tha guilt and tbc sliamo of inraoticido. 

Alaok-a-dajr I Small ii tha sum of sympathy which is 
Mt Igr tlx BUS of men lor tbo woos and woonda of jura- 
bQo raaitj and eapaetalljlbr the woes of profeBsional Tanit;. 
Fraa Um tuM of Swift, who pilloried BotUworth to ctcr- 
-m1 ridiesla, aai of Oobbett, who, with rude contempt, 
■eoftd at Um idea of being blamed for " crushing a law- 
jar ia the *sg," but fsw tean of commiseration havo been 
. alwd fer the poor " Wind-aellet," cut down in hia raw and 
callow joatb. And, jet, I eanitol help, for the aoul of me, 
the weabwaa wbiob eomea into mj eyes, when I see, as I 
have teen, a gallant jonib, filll of ardor and hope, let down, 
m dead failure, — on hia first trial orer the rough oonraa of 
tbe law. The head hang down — the oowed lo^ of timid 
deprecation — the desponding cairiage— tell a atorj of deep 
wonnda of spirit — of hopes oTorcaat, and ener^ea anbdnod, 
and pride humbled — which loncbes me deeplj. I piotnra 
him in the reeeaaes of bia chamber, wearing throngh the 
weary watches of the night— grinding bia teeth in impatient 
anguish, — groaning aorrowfiillj and wetting bii pillow with 
bitter tear*— cnratng bis foUj, and in&tnation, and his bard 
fata miijiiig tbe bod-earrier the sore sncoess of bia hnmbler 
lot, and hia aeenritj against the ill fortune of a ahamefnl fhil* 
vie, wbtn failure waa exposed presumption. 

I bare felt, in the intenaitj of mj ooneem for neb an 
one, like haiarding the oSoiouaneu of going to bim, and ad* 
ywag him to abandon the bang^dog Inde, and bide hif 
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And, rough icniori mj dear brother, think of ihcM 
things when jour fingers itch to wool one of the tender neo- 
phytes — and forbear. I crave no quarter for the lawjer, 
full-grown or half-grown ; he can stand peppering— it is liia 
vocati6n, Hal — he is paid for it; but for the lawjerling I 
plead; and to mj own urgency in his behalf, I add the 
pathetic plea of the gentle Elia in behalf of the roast-pig— 
^ Barbecue your whole hogs to your palate, steep them ta 
shalots, .stuff them with the plantations of the rank and 
guilty garlic ; you cannot poison them or make them stronger 
than they are — ^but consider, Ae is a weakling— a ilower*** 

But revenons a nos inoulons. 

But suppose the debutant docs better than this ; snppoao 
fie lots himself out fully and fearlessly, and has something 
in him to let out ; and suppose he escapes the other dangor 
of being ruined by presumption, real or supposed ; he ia 
duly complimented: — ^''he is a young man of promiso-* 
there is some * come out ' to that young man ; some day ho 
will bo something — if — if " two or three peradyentures don'l 
happen to him. If he is proud, — as to be able to haTO ao- 
complishcd all this he must be, — such compliments grata 
more harshly than censure. He goes back to the ofioo ; 
but where are the clients ? They are a slow^moving rae0| 
and confidence in a young lawyer ** is a plant of slow growth.* 
Does he got his books and ** acorn delights and lire labori* 
ous days," for the prospect of a remote and contingent, and 
that at best, but a poorly remunerating success f Does ho 
1 his hot blood in the ink of the Black-letter, atad spin 
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Ui toili willi Uu induitrj and forethought of the pttioot 
^ider that b to be maniMntcd next fly-aeuon, for her 
pMM, Mid nt, like tAat eolleotiag attorney, et the door of 
tlie InvM, mittng wd wtlt^g until ^Aen, for prey ? If 
■0, he b ft hen indeed ; but lA&t jeftn of the flower of hia 
life an not ^ent ia wutiag for tho prosperous future, in the 
ngaa pnpantioB whieh ii not asBociatod vith, or stimulated 
bjt » p r eeent ue for, tad direct application t« a tangible 
p i poee of what he leans 1 Where ono man of real merit 
w eeeBJ i , bow maii; break down in the trainiog; and even 
lH>en nooeM i$ woo, how mveh less that success than where 
telent, like Fitt'i, takeaitanataral position at tho start, and, 
•tifflvlated to iU ntmoat ezereUe, fighta its waj from its first 
■triTiogi to Ita nltimato triumpha— oaoh daj a daj of ao- 
tiri^ and eret; week a trial of akill and stmigtli ; leaning 
all of law that k erolred firom ile praetiee, and forced to 
know aomethiiig, at letat, of what the booka teaeh of U ; 
and getting that Urger and better knowledge of men whieh 
booki eannot Impart, and that itUl mon Important ■eI^ 
knowledge, of whieh ezperienoe ia the onlj aeboolniaiter. 
tn the new eonntry, then an no lenlon : the bar ii all 
' Tomg Ameriea. If the old fogies eome in, thej most staitd 
in tlie elass with the nst, i^ indeed, thejr do not " go foot." 
' Then wen maaj evils and diaadTantsgea aiiaiDg from this 
want of standards and aathoritj in and over tho bar— naaj 
and great — but thej wennot of longoontinaaiMe,'attd wan 
■on than eontorbalanoed bjoppoeito beneila. 

It strikes no that the oare«r of Wanea Haatii^ JUm- 
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tntef my idea of tho influonoe of a new oonntrj and of a ^ 
new and responsible position orer the eharaeter of moii of 
rigorous parts. In India, new to English aottlemcnt and 
institutions, he well earned the motto, ^^ Mem €tqua im 
arduiSf** inscribed over his portrait in the eonneil ehambcr 
of Calcutta : but after he returned to England, amidst the 
difficulties of his impeachment, his policy ignored all his 
claims to greatness, had it alone been considered liho-goniiis 
that expatiated pyer and permeated his broad policy. oath*. 
plainjB of Hindostan seemed stifled. in. the oonyentional at- 
mosphere of St. Stephen's. 

While we think that the influeneeof thonew ooiintrj 
upon the intellect of the professional emigrS was highly 
beneficial, we speak, we hope, with a becoming distmai, of 
its moral effect We might, in a debating club, tolorato 
some scruple of a doubt, whether this yiolont dismption of 
family ties — this sudden abandonment of tho associatioiis 
and influence of country and of home— of the reitrainta of 
old authority and of opinion— and this sudden plungo into 
the whirling Tories of a new and seething population— In 
which the elements were curiously and rariously mixed with 
free manners and not orer-puritanic oonrersation- woiw 
efficient causes of moral improTement: we can tolerato a 
doubt as to whether the character of a young man might not 
receiTe something less than a pious impression, under thoao 
oircumstanccs of temptation, when that eharactor was in ita 
most malleable and fusible state. But we leare this moral 
froUem to be solTod by thoao bettor able to manage it| with 
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> this miig]a obwrrKtum, tfaftt if the subject were kblo to 
■Und tlio trial, liii monJ coDStitution, like Lis plijsicftl after 
M MteA of jellow foTor, would bo &pt to bo tie better for 
it. Wo eautot, howoTor, in conBcionco, from vlint ire have 
dpsnOBoed of m van oountry with " flush fizins " aanezed, 
adviH tbo oxperimenk Wo Itave knowa it to fail. Aod 
poboUj iDMo of dunotcr would haro beeo lost if more 
had b«M put ct haaaid. 

In tiTtog to,arriT« at tho aUonutor of tlie Soutb- Weal- 
on bar, ita opportnuitiet and adraatoges for iuproreroont 
■n to be oonddered. It is not too much to say that, to 
tbo U^lod Slatoi at least, no bar erer had soah, or so 
natij : U might be doabted if tlicy were ever enjojed to the 
nmo extent before. Oopsider that the South- West waa tbo 
foeu of an emigration greater than anj portion of the ooim- 
toy erer attnotod, at least, ontU tbe golden magnet drew 
ita tbonaands to the Paiufio eoast. Bnt the ehataoter of 
emigrants was not the same. Host <rf the gold-oeekers were 
mere gold-diggers — not.brinpng prapertj, bat conuog to 
take it awaj. Host of those eomiog to the Soath-West 
bnmght property — maoj of them a groat deaL Nearlj 
vrtrj man was a speoolator; at anj rate, a trader. TIm 
treatiee with the Indians bad brought large portions of the 
States of Alabama, UississipiH and Louisiana ioto suir- 
ket; and these portioos, oomprising some of the most flsrtUe 
lands in tbe world, were settled op in a hnrrjr. The Indiana 
elaimed lands under these treaties — the laws grantbg pre- 
anptioB ^gUi to Mttlars on the pnblie Uad^ w*cf t» b« 




country in Inrgc Dumbcrs and sold m< 
bills of cichango taken for the price; 
inituices wero unsound — somo as tc 
titl* ; Mmo fklulj pr«tetided. to be 
^pMtlou u to th« liability of partioa 
4k bUU, -fnrnulied u important t4i\ 
ma.'Bj knd titles were defeotiTo; prap< 
otfaar StatM ologgad with tnuto, limili 
eoutnied tooording to the Uwi of tki 
wu brongfat : alajmi utd eontnol* moi 
forced here : uiiTeml indobtediwu, i 
tbe timei niooeoding nuule it impoui 
pay, Bod deeiraUe^fi>rj|U_to .aeapQ.pt 
OM bargaiiv, woaritTthipa, jadioial m 
MH, igooreoee, and earelesineii in < 
doing boaipeM; Dew lUtntee to be c 
Ulitiea, eapeuallj tboee of iherifi, to 
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» oriaiaal dookrt 1 Wlut ooontry could bout more Urgel; 
of it! otiBM? YHaA mole splendid r61o of fatonies I 
What ann terrifio nvrdon I Wb»t more gorgeous \>tnk 
nhbmMl Whit mora maguiScent oper«tionH in the luid 
cSoM I Snob UeOn^or-likc loricB of bl&ck mul, iDdiTidiul 
tnd onpontA I Sndi nperb forays on the treunries, SUte 
md National I Sodt axpert tranBfen of balaDcea to undis- 
Mfwad boomM I Siuih ugast dofalcatioos I Socb floor- 
labea of riiebnie on ledgan aaspiciona of gold vbich h>d 
departed fer erer fion the ranlt I And in Indum affiiira 1^ 
the Teiy mention U nggeatire of the poetry of theft — the 
tomanoe of a wild and weird Isrceoyl What snblime oon- 
oeptiona of aaper-Spartan ngaery I Swindling ladiana^by 
thenationt (S^iirit of IbUtaf, rap t) Stealing thekiKd 
.hj the township I (Did TWptn attd JoHioAtm Wild I 
tip tke taUe /) Oondnoting the nation to the Hiiainpp 
rirer, atripping them to the flap, and bidding tiiam Qod 
qieod aa thej went howling into the Weatem wildenteai to 
the friendlj agenej of sone ihdtering Bogg* dslj ampow- 
ered toreceiTS their coming annnitiea and baok rational 
What'a Honnalow heath to thiiT -Who Oamgalf Whe 
Count Bovlbon r 

And a ll theae m ereljr foremnnera, nahering in t ha Mil- 
lennimn of an accredited, ^offigj al Bepndiati on ; a nd a bnt 
Tagudj jniggea t in o f w hat men o oold do w hen op porfai nity 
and wpam^ntetj^^aa iboTtJjafteEwaTda the7-did--iindcr 
tha UpatHihada of a 2wju7:bra^uig buknyiiyaw I — But 
in ftt^MU. Tha eestaniplatioii «f raeh hTparbolai ti 
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daoitj stretohes thp imagination to a dangeroos teagfam. 
There was no end to the amount and varietj of lawaiiits, 
and interests inyolyed in ererj oomplication and of eiior- 
moos yaluo were to be adjudicated. The lawTon wtra eona- 
pelled to work, and were forced to learn the rules thai wen 
involved in all this litigation. 

Many members of the bar, of standing and diaraoier, 
from the other States, flocked in to put their sickles into 
this abundant harvest Virginia, Kentuckji North Oaroliiui 
and Tennessee contributed more of these than any other finw 
States ; but every State had its representatives. 

Gonsidcr^loo, that the country was not' so new as tlM 
practice. Eve ry State h a s its pecu li ar tone or physiognomy, * 
so to speak, of jurisprudence imparted to it, more or leaS| 
by the character and temper of its bar. That had yet to 1m 
given. Many questions decided in older States^ jmd difisr- 
ently decided in different States, were to be settled here ; 
and a now state of things, peculiar in their nature ,^ callod 
for now rules or a modificationof^ldjmo^ The members | 
of the bar from different States had brought their varioos j 
notions, impressions and knowledge of their own jodieatare . i 
along with them ; and thus all the points, dicta, rulingSi off- 
shoots, quirks and quiddities of all the law, and lawing, and 
Uw-mooting of all the various judicatories and their satel- 
lites, were imported into the ^ew country and tried on tlie j 
new jurisprudence. 1 

After the crash came in 1837— {there were some jmv- 
mmiUoryJUi before, but thm the gr$ai comn/noii same ea) 
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-Htll th« uaeU of the ooosti; wcro marshalled, and the lu- 
iig mterial of dl lorU, m GuH aa it could be got oat, put in- 
to the hamili of tlio workroen. Some idea of the bnaineBS inajr 
be got from B fiwi or two : in the county of Sampter, Ala- 
. itmM, b OM jmi, Mmo fimr or five thousand suita, in tbo 
I- brought ; but in aome other 
r wu lugsr ; white in the lower or rirer 
I of Hiananpp, tbo aambcr waa at least doable 
nM United BtatM Ooorti were equally well pntroniied in 
proportion — bdeed, r»t]ier more so. The white tiuiUe pop- 
nlatiea ofSanpter wu than eome 2,400 men. It was amerr; 
time fitr m cnftnnen ; and we brigbteocd up migltitj, ud 
■book onr quilb Jojonalj, like gosliogs in the midst of a 
•bower. We look beek to tfant good time, " now put ud 
gone," with the piona gnUtnde and eerene satiafution with 
which the wreckers near the Florida Keys eontem^te the 
last fine etorm. 

It wu ajleasaat sight to profesional eyet tUBft-n-xhali^ 
p eople let eo nil bolda and meaner jHainaii. nnd more off to 
oonrt, like the Galifomians and Australians to the mtnei : 
the " pockets" were picked in both eases. As law and law 
iog soon got to bo the staple productions of the conntr;, the 
people, M a whole the most intelligent — in the weallfaj eonn- 
tiee— of the raral population of the United States, and, a* a 
part, the keeneU in all creation, got rery well " np to trap" 
in law matters ; indeed, tfaej soon knew more about the dol- 
ieato Mjtteriet (rf Um Uw, than U behooTCS an bonent BBB to 
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. The necessity for kbor and the habit of taking difienlCiM 
by the horns is a wonderful help to a man ; no one knows 
what he can accomplish until he tries his best ; or how fins- 
ly he can stand on his own legs when he has no one to loan 
on. 

T he ran g e of pra cticewas Jarge. The lawyer bad to 
practise in all sorts of courts, State and Federal, inferior and 
Supreme. He had the bringing up of a lawsoil, from its 
oirth in the writ to its grave in the sherifTs docket Eton 
when not concerned in his own business, his obscrration wis 
employed in seeing the business of others going on ; and tlio 
general excitement on the subject of law and Utigationy tak* 
ing the place, in the partial supension of other baaineaa, <tf 
other excitements, supplied the usual topics of generali and, 
more especially, of professional conyeisation. If ho folknr- 
ed the circuit, he was always in law : the temple of Tkomiai 
like that of Janus in war, was always open. 

The bar of every coun try is, injiomo sort, a rg 



tiyo of the character of thoj>pople of which it is so important an 
*' institution." Wohaye partly shovnjwhfit th^ characterwaa : 
after the great Law revival had set in, the publio mind had got 
to be as acute, excited, inquisitive on the subject of law, as thai 
of Tennessee or Kentucky on politics : every man know a Iil» 
tie and many a great deal on the subject. The people aoon 
began to find out the capactly and calibre of the lawyora^ 
Besides, the multitude and variety of lawsuits prodoood 
their necessary effect The talents of the lawyers soon adapt- 
ed themselves to the natoro and exigoneies of the lervioo ro* 

11 
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quired of them, and to the tooe and temper of the jari«8 
and poblio. Law had got to t>e tm ercry-day, practioftl, com- 
non-pUce, bosineas-lilto aSkir, and it had to be condaoted in 
the samo spirit on B&alogons principles. Boadiiioss, preei- 
sion, plainneu, portinencj, knowledge of lav, and a Bhott-himd 
method of getUng at and getting through witli a cue, were tha 
chanctcristics and desiderata of the profcsEion. There iraa no 
time for wasting words, or for manoiuvring and ekirmiahing 
about a snitj there was no patience to bo expend ed on .e»or - 
diomsand gcroratioos: few jnrora were^to be b nmbagge d 
bj de[ukgpjpcd_appeals ; and the aadieooe were more. con- 
eemed to know what was to become of the negroes in suit, 
than to see the flights of an ambitioos rhetoric, or to haye 
thtax oars fed with vain repetitiou, mode ■entimentalit^, or 
tamid platitttdes. Ta start in medita ret — ^to driTa at Aa 
ooDtAi — to make the home-thnut— to grasp the hinging point 
~-Ut pve out and prore the law, and to reason itron^j on 
the faeti — to wroatlo with. the subject Indian-hog fiuhion— 
to speak in plum English and ferrid, it mattered not h9ir 
rough, noeeri^, were tho qoalities ret^uired: and these qnal- 
itiea were possess e d in an eminont d^rea 

Hoflt questions litigated are questions of law : in nino ' 
eases out of ten tried, the Jury, if intelligent and impartial, 
hare no'diffieultj in deoiding after the law has been plals^- 
pttn them bj the court: there is nothing for a Jury to do 
but to settle the beta, and these are not often serioual; con- 
(nrertAd, in proportion to the number of eases tried in a' 
Bcwoo^t^i odtbehabitof azaninbg OBnfalljr, and w 
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gnisg fully, legal propositions, ii the habit whioh makoa tli# 
lawyer. Nothing so debilitates and corrupts a healthy taato 
and healthy thought, as the habit of addressing ignorant ju- 
ries ; it corrupts style and destroys candor ; it makes a ■peQcl^ 
whioh ought to be an enlightened exposition of the legal merits 
of a cause, a mere mass of *' skimblo shamble stuff," a ooa* 
pound of humbug, rant, cant and hypocrisy, of low, demago- 
guism and flimsy pcribrsions— of interminabU wordiness and 
infinite repetition, exaggeration, bathos and Titnpcratioo ■ 
frequently of low wit and buffoonery— which '* causes the 
judicious to gricTC," " though it splits the earsof thegoviid- 
lings." I do not say_Uiai the new.bftr was free firom^tkesfS 
traits and rices : by no manner of means : but I do say tluii | 
they were, as a class, much freer than .the bar of ..the elder I 
States out of the commercial cities.. The reason is plaiii : | \ 
the new dogs hadn't learned the old tricks; and if thqr had 1. I 
tricks as bad, it was a great comfort that they did not li«v« 
the same. If we had not improTcment, we had, at Ieast| rm^ 
riety ; but, I think, we had improTcment \ 

There was another thing : the bar and the oommuni^s-* 

# 

as all emigrant communities — were mostly young, and tlie 
young men cannot afford to play the pranks which the old 
fogies safely play behind the domino of an established repa- 
tation. What is ridiculous, in itself or in a young nuuii may 
be admired, or not noticed,in an older leader with a preserip* 
tive title to cant and humbug ; it is Use majeUy to take Um 
off, but the juniors witbus had no such immunity. If Im 
tried such tricks he heard of it again ; it was rehearsed fai 
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Ut presence for hia benefit — if ho made himself very ridicO' 
loM, he wu carried aroand the circuit, like a hung jorj in 
old times, for the especial divertiscmcnt of the brethren. A 
nqwctable old snob like Mr. Buzcfui, thronded like Jack 
the Oiant Killer, in a mantle of dignity that forbade approach, 
If it did not hide the wearer from attack, nerer conld bear 
iriwthia" d — d good'iiatured friends" tboughtof hispcrform- 
uieei in the department of humbag or cant; bat this wu, 
bj BO means, the case with such an one in ont jounger corn- 
Again, it is flattering to. bomaii nat nre to know that_ thege 
fi»«uio tricks are notspontaneouabnt acquired, andftj'oaDg 
liar eaonot, all at once, acquire them. It reqaircs ekperi- 
flDoe,aiid ft nunutrou darelopment'of the tnrgani of B«t»- 
mwe and HarrellonnMM in tlie aadienoe to pnetisa ttwrn 
with uj hope of nooesa, and these bnmpa wene almoat «&• 
tiraljr waotiog in the oraninnu of the new popnUtion ftnnmd, 
all of whose eye-teeth were fnlljr out, and who, itftDdiog 
knee-deep in exploded hnmbnga, seemed to wear their 9jt» 
■tereotjped into a fixed, unwinking qui vive i the T«i7 ex- 
pression of their oountenanoes seemed to be artienlato With 
tiie inteiTOgatoi;, " who it to be picked np next T" It atopa . 
enrionslj the Sow of the onrrent when the hambngger B»m 
the intended hombnggee looking him, with a qntnioal.'ent^ 
ncaa, in the aje, and leemiDg to sajr bf the eipression of hii 
own, " Squire, do joa see anj thing green hen f " 

The bniinea of eonrt-hous* speaking began to grow too 
vmaxm and axtenatra to CEdte psblle intereat ; the aonU^ 
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of tho thing, after a while, wore oC A Biream of aoaiid 
poured over the land like the trade winds ; men now, aa a 
general thing, only came to court because thej had hwDeaa 
there, and staid onlj until it was aooomplished. It is otli«r> 
wise in the old country as it had been in the new. II ia dim 
of the phenomena of mind that quiet and otherwise aenaibto 
men, come from their homes to the county seat to Ibten to 
the speeches of the lawyers, — ^looking orer the bar and 
dropping tho under jaw in rapt attention, when some forsii- 
sio Boreas is blowing away at a case in which they baTO vm 
interest or concern, deserting, for this queer dirertiBeaMiil^ 
the splitting of their rails and their attention to their bol- 
locks ; or, if they needed some relaxation from such purBnits, 
neglecting their arm-chairs in the passage with the priTilcge 
of reading an old almanac or listening to the wind whistli]^ 
through the key-hole. When a thing gets to be a work-daj* 
and common-place affair, it is apt to be done in a eonunoii* 
place way, and the parade, tinsel, and fancy fireworks of a 
holiday exercise or a gala-day fl&te are apt to be oniiled 

from the bill and the boards. 

« 

It is a great mistake to suppose that a lawyer^s stieoglh 
lies chiefly in his tongue; it is in the preparation of Ub 
esse— in knowing what makes the case— in stating the ease 
accurately in the papers, and getting out and getting up the 
proofs. It requires a goodJawyer to make a fine argumenl; 
but he is a better lawyer who sares the necessity of maluDg 
a fine argument, and prerents the possibility of his adTera** 
r/s making one. ' 
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These practical requirements nni] habits h&d the effect 
or driviDg from tfao bar that forcnaio nuis&nce, " a pretty 
■pcaker;" Fourth-of-JulTiBins fled to the itomp or tho nfc- 
tional BDDiTcrBarj barbccuea; the; vcre out of place in 
those prosaic times and proceedings. A Tetcrao litigant 
having a tongh lawsuit, bad as little nio for a flower; orator, 
letting off his faooy pyrotcohniea, as ho had for Jaso's team 
of peacocks for hauling his cotton to market. 

B etwe e n the years. 1833 and 1845, the barjiros most nn- 
_nierooB, and, jro think, on tho wholo, most able. The Su- 
pieme Conrt bar of Mississippi was oliaiaoteriied hj signal 
ability. It may well he doubted if go ahlo and efficient a 
bar ever existed at any one period of the same duration, in 
a Sonthem State : not that the bar waa made up of Wiek- 
hama, Leighi, Johnsons, and Stanards, nor of Olays, Oiit- 
tcndena, Bowana, and Wiokliffes ; nor, possibly, that thom 
vera any members of the Jackson bar equal to these gnat 
names of the Biohmond and Frankfort ban ; yet thou i^ 
ban heard the best eflbrti of Prentiss, Holt, Walker, T«r- 
ger. Hays, and Boyd, may be allowed to doubt the jnitaMi 
of that eriticism whioh would deny a plaoe to them among 
lawyers eren so renowned aa the shining lights of the Yii* 
ginia and Kentucky forums. Bat we meant to say, that if 
tbia claim be ignored, yet the Hisais>^j^_^.^if not so di^ 
tinguished for ivdiridnal eminence, made up the defioim^ 
by a more gmerally-ditfued aUlity, and a larger numbar 
'at member* <rf inCsrior, tboogh only a abade infirior, dii- 
k 
\ 
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Afl flomo proof of the ability of the Soath-wcitom bwi ift 
miy be stated, that wo had not anfrcquently an advent into 
the new country of lawyers of considerable local reputation 
in the older States-t-men who, in their own bailiwicks, wero 
mighty men of war — so distinguished| indeed| that on the 
first bruiting of a lawsuit, the litigants, without waiting finr 
the ferry-boat, would swim Tar river, or the Pedoe, or 
French Broad, to get to them, under tho idea that who got 
to them first would gain the case. But after the first buatlo 
of their coming with the Tox-fire of their old roputationa 
sticking to their gowns, it was generally found, to tho utter 
amasement of their friends who had known them in the oM 
countiry, that the new importation would not suit the market. 
They usually fell back from the position at first eourteoualj 
tendered them, and, not unfrequently, receded until, worked* 
out of profitable practice, they took their places low down 
in the list, or were lost behind the bar, among tho speotaton. 
There is something doubtless in transplantation— something 
in racing over one^s own training-paths— something in fint 
firing with a rest, and then being compelled to fire off*hand 
amid a general fiutter and confusion ; but, making all Hum 
allowance, it hardly accounts fully for the result Foir we 
know that others, against these disadvantages, sustained 
themselves. 

Nor was there, nor is^thero, any bar that better illiia- 
tratcs ' the higher properties or nobler charaeteristies whieh 
have, in every State, so much eoiDoblod the profession of the 
law, than that of the South-West, a dass of men more fear* 
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ItM «■ Rtora bithf nl, mon ebinlnnu, reluble or ini i t wortliy, 
■on lojal fai profewioiwl obligations, or more honorable in 
interprofesaionMl intereonrH md relation!. True, tbcre 
wen ezeeptiooa, m, Kt all tunoa and every where, (hero are 
and will be. Bnlljing ioMleiMe, swaggering protenaioo, un- 
derbuded uta, low detrution, unworthy huckslering for 
feci, «ireni>iv«ntHH>, artfol dodgw, ignoring engagements, fa- 
eilo obUTWiiBDOMof mrraDgemeDtB, and asmart sprinkling, 
e^Mciall; in the early times of pettifogging, quibbling and 
qnUing, bnt tbeee Tieei are rather of persons than of oaste, 
and Dot often fimnd; and, when Uiey make theniEelvcB ap- 
panat, an ioouted with aeoni ly the better members of the 
bar. 

We should be groaal; minindentood if we wen eon- . 
ftraed to imply tiiat the bar of the South-West, poweanng 
the lignal opportnnitioa and adrantagee to wbioh we hare 
adrerted, lo impnTod them that all of ita memben beoame 
good lawjen and hononble gentlemen. Uendaoitj itaelf 
couM Mmroely be sappoed to aaiert what no oiedalitj oovld 
helievet All the gnano of Loboa oonld not maka^ahan 
a garden. In loo many cases then was no snb-soil of mind 
or morals on which these adrantagea oonld resL Aa Ohief 
Justice Collier, in Dargan and Waring, 17 Ala. Beporta, in 
laognage, marrying the Aanly strength and beauty nS Blaok- 
atoae to the olassio oleganoe and flexible graee tit Stowell, 
expresaca it, " the claim of sooh," so predioated, " wonld be 
pn taiUa aboolntely Toid, and, having, nothing to rest on, • 
court of equity " (or law) " oonld not impart to it ritaU^. 
\ 




and MiHsissippi, but neither our t 
the render nill pcrniit. 

A writer usually catches souictli 
maniofttei ■omettuDg to, hu subject, 
tnonta of thia paper, we iboll eooo 
■OHM old fogy of an older bar, ud I 
littlo better tbao a romaooer in pnw 
that we have bad two or tbm regu 
tiMBW — and bo ofaaritablo. 



THE HON.. FRANCIS STROTtlER 



I XD mjr pm and imiMrt to it a Sno luir-stroko, b order th&t 
I niaj gin tha more deliatc touches wbich o&n alone ehov 
fbrth ths ohaneter of Uiii diatiagnished gentlomui. It is 
DO ordiiurf okumoter, and yet it is moBl dirScult to draw. 
Thora are no ihrnrp raglei, no tdient points which it is im- 
powiblo to miss, and which serre » handles wherehj to bold 
np ft chuacter to pablic new. The lines are delloate^ the 
gruQ fine, tlie features regular, the oontonr fall, roonded and 
perfeetljr dereloped, nowhere feehle or atonted, and nowhere 
disproportioned. He a the type of a < last, wnfortonatelj of 
• small class; more onfortonatelj of a elaas r^idljr 
disB[^earing in the hnrlj'bnrlj of this &st age of fteau 
piossoie and railway prcpess: n gentleman of tht Old 
Behool with the energy of the New. 

If I hold the pencil in hand in idle rererie, it li beoanas 
my mind rests loringly opon a [dctnre I foel ina^iabU of 
traaaoribing with fidelity to the original : I teA that the 
eoarse eopy I shall make will do no jnstiee to the image on 
themiad; and, tbenfore, I paue n nomaat, to look oaea 
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moro at the original boforo it ia obseured bj the rude eooB- 
terpart 

Fifteen yean ago— long years crowded with ehanges and 
events — sueh ehanges as are only effeeted in our eoontry 
within so short a period, — ^the savsge disappearing^-the ftoii* 
tier-man following on to a further border-*that border, UIm 
the horixon, widening and stretehing out towards the sink- 
ing sun, as we go on ; — then the rude settlement| now the im- 
proTed neighborhood, with its school-houses and ehurehes ; tlia 
log eabin giving way to the mansion, — the wildemeis giraig 
way to the garden and the farm ; fifteen years ago, I first saw 
htm. He was then, so far as I ean remember, what he if 
now : — ^no perceptible change has occurred in any outward or 
inner characteristic, except that now a pair of spectacles 00* 
casionally may be found upon his nose, as that unresting pea 
sweeps in bold and beautiful chirography acroiM his paper ; 
a deeper tinge of gray may be seen in his hair, and possibly t0O| 
his slight, but graceful and well-knit form may be a trifle leaa 
active than of old. I put these as possibilities— not as mat- 
ters I can note. 

. The large, well-developed head— the, mild, quiet, wimog 
face— the nose, slightly aquiline— the mouth, firm yet flexi- 
ble — the slightly elongated chin — the shape of the head OTal| 
and protruding largely behind the ears in the region thai 
supplies the motive power% would not have eonveyod a right 
meaning did not the blue eyes, strong yet kind, beaming oat 
the mingled expMSsien of intelligence and benignity, whieh, 
above all other marks, is the unmistakable, uneoonterfait* 
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M» oatwird m^ of k tnie gRitlcm:in, relicre nnd mellow 
tbe potnn. The roico kind, social, gentle — and tbe nhola 
BUiiner defenntul, Bimpla, natural nnd viiming — self poised, 
modett, friendlj, tnd jet delickte nod gracefully dignified. 
Dignified ii icanelj *n apt word in the Tulgar moaning ut- 
tadwd to H; for (hore wu no idea of self, much lets of prc- 
tniioD or sfiMtatlon oonnected with bii manncf or bearing. 
Bat tbero wu, towuds high and lov, rich nnd poor, a gcna- 
im and miaffcotcd kindneM and friendliness, which crcry 
Baa who approached him felt had nomclhiug in it peculiarly 
•weet toward* him ; and made the most unfriended outcast 
feel there wai, at least, oiu man in tlio world nho felt an io- 
tereet in and ajmpathj for him and hia fortunes. TowBrde 
the young especially was thia exhibited, and by them waa it 
ai^reoiatcd. A child would come to him with the feeling 
of familiarity and a sense of affectionate oonsideration ; and 
a yonng man, juat coming to the bar, felt that be bad finind 
one who would be glad to aid bim in hia stmggles and en- 
eourage him in difficnlty. Were thia rare manner a thing of 
art and but a mannal gone through with— put on for effeeU— 
it eonld not haTe been long maintained or long mdiaeovered. 
But it waa the same all tko time — and the effeet the - same. 
TVe need soareely aay that the effect was to give the robjeet 
of it a popularity well nigh nnireraal. It was a popularity 
vhieh during years of aotire life in all departments of baii- 
Bess affairs, pablie and prirate — all the itrifes of rirali^ and 
colliabns of intenat nerer shook. Tbe fiercest oppoeitiona 
of par^ left him sninjored in fame or approeiation : indeed 
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niadoliiuiftiiiillioDtitire; lie took tho 
fortnno. 

H« WM the gflDivB of Ubor. His 
tbe diapatoh of bnaineM larpriaed M 
Nothing WM omitted — notliing flurriei 
nurlu of hute, notfaing wu done ont 
order — pmutnaUt; waited upon him m 
that patioDt Hid indomitablo bdutry. 
in getting et, aod in getting throogh, i 
ones the pemt. He never miaeed the j 
He nerer went to opening the 07it«r at 
nerer tamed orer and orer a aubjeet to 
with it or bow to eommeDoe work. Hi 
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and iBnaterial mftttera bo eoald h don-Ufl and tttMh to 
other B4tt«ra, that Uiej left M inpreMionof agreat dealof 
planailnlitj and pertinevej. 

fie loved labor lor ita own sake as somo men love case. 
Tbero waa do pert of offioo-work drudgery to bim. Ho car- 
ried bia writing materiala abont with bim as somo men their 
cutea : and that hoMj pen, at a momcDt's notice, wu speed- 
ing orer the paper, throwing the g'a and y'a behind at a rapid 
rate. 

A member of Congreai — he van in the Hoobc, defending 
the Pr»eoiption Sjstem, ont of it, attending to some biiei> 
neaa before the departmenta ; in again, writing with a pile of 
lettera before him ; in the ootnmittco room, bnaj with its 
bdnneaa: again, before the Secretary of War, arguing aome 
qneation abont the Danoing Babbit Treatj, I4tb arttolo : — 
and then oonanltii^ the Attomej General, ao that peraona 
who bad no knowledge of hie nlnqmtona babita, aeeing him at 
one of theee plaoea, would hare been willing to ban awora an 
o'iM for bim if cbarged with being that morning at anj other. 

Batuoing to the praetice, it waa the lame thing. The 
management and eare of bia own proper^— bia attention to 
a laiga fomilj and household a&ira — theae tbinga would 
hara made some inroada upon another'a time, but theie and 
a largo praotioe, extended orer many eonrta and aereral of 
the wealthiett eonntiea of the State, at a time wlun traij 
man waa a elient, did not aeem to preaa v^on Um. He 
eenld tain himaelf from one ral^Jeet to aaother with wondar- 
faleaaa: thabcigaaofhiiBiBdaonduifmUd,Inaiiy di- 




nould hear tbe result of tlic la< 
of Court, have (if ilecidcJ a.hvi 
rcaJy, of a sliect or two of foolsei 
tioD to Ukfl tliA ttM into Cbaooci 
mdy for ft refercDco befora the Ml 
nonbip tntnsutiou of rut Muoni 
Coart next mornii^, wonld merelj 
two of ozeeptioni ; uid, in ill the 
eotiiiiltatioiu uid pr«pu« the oaiet 
he roftdj to eqjoj n little aooUl ooi 
no. In ftll thu, there' wu no ha 
or exritement. He moTod like tl 
oat noiee, the ouly eridenee Ihftt i 
progren made. 

H« wu nerer oat of temper, sei 
Then WM a aeriou, pfttient exore 
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proMrating for orine a heinou erimiiMl,bo wed-lbe Ud> 
' pugoirfmnlity, if notof kindaeai. lodccd, he seemed to 
Mek ft eonrietion from a sheer feeling of conaideratioD for 
Uw prisooer. He would crou^urDine » awifl or perjured 
witaoM in a toM of kiodnew which seemed auzioui to relicre 
Uk from onbamnMent ; sod plying with great tact que*- 
two ■fter quMtioo, wonld, when the witness faltered and 
itwa ered or broke down, seem to feel a lively sentiment 
of eoBunisentimi for hi> unfortanate predicAraent. Is eom- 
Mevting npon hu teatinwny, lie would attribute hia unhappj 
Mww to anj tbing but wilful misHtatemeut — (o strange hal- 
U w aatioD, prqndiee, an excitable tcmperBment, want of 
■wmorf, or oreo to dreaming : but atilt the right impression 
va* alwaji left, if io no other waj, bj the elaborate dia- 
clumera and apologiea, that, with saoh persistent and pertl- 
naeioBi OTer-kindoeaa, be made for the delinquent 

There waa bnaineu skill in eror; thing he did. Hii tf 
gnmenta were clear, brief, pointed — nover wandering, dia- 
enniTe or epiaodioal — nerer orer-worked, or orer-ladeo, or 
orer-elaborated. He took all the pointa — took tbem olearly, 
expreased them neatlj and fidlj — knew when to preia a 
point and when to glide over it qnioklj, and aboro all — wbat 
ao tew know — b« knew when be waa dona. Hia lone waa 
tbat of animated oonTeraalion, hia manner oourtMna, ro- 
■poetfdl, impraaiiTe and persoaain : nerer offending good 
taato, mror bnrriod awaj bj imprndenea or eompromiaing 
hia oaae bj a' point tbat eonld be made to raaeb it; and pro- 
' baUy^making aa few impradaa* admiaaioM aa any nNnbar 

«rtbaW ■ _ 
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But m mmny of theeo pointa he wm oquallod ; iu ono ha 
wai not— his tact in drawing papers. In a paper ahowiii^ 
for a eontinaance or for a change of venae, the skill with 
which the facts were marshalled and conelasions insinuated 
was remarkahle. Like shot-silk the light glanced orer sind 
along the whole statement, though it was often hard to find 
precisely where it was or what made it ; yet, if admitted, a 
little emphasis or a slight connection with extraneous maW 
tcr would put his adversary's case in a dangerons position. 

A more pliant, facile, complying gentleman than the 
Hon. Francis, it was iuipossihle to find on a summer's daj,— 
so truthful, so credulous, so aniiahly uncontroverttngi It 
seemed almost a pity to take advantage of such simplici^, 
to impose upon such deferential confidence t Such innooeneo 
deserved to be respected, and like the Virgin in the fable, 
sleeping by the lion, one would think that it ought to earry 
in its trusting purity a chsrm against wrong from the noat 
savage brutality or the most unscrupulous mendacity. Thia 
view of the subject, I am forced to say, does not quite rep- 
resent the fact The Hon. Francis vhu very limber— Imt 
it was the linibemess of whalebone, gum-elastic, steel springi 
and gutta percha — limber because tough— easily bowed, but 
impossible to be broken or kept down. He had great sua- 
vity — but it was only the tttavUer in modo. Substantially 
snd essentially he was foriitmr in re— mechanically he was 
iua viler in modo : the suavitcr was only the running gear 
by which he worked the for titer. In his own private afaira 
no man was more liberal and yielding, or less exacting or 
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; proftHunwllj, liu conccBsious took 'the form 
at, ud OTlnnito d timx OMrgita in beneficent words, beoig- 
iMBt naaungi lod gisejoni gntnres. But hia maoner wo." 
tumilably mimifioenL Tlioa^ he gave, QottiDg, ho irent 
tbrov^ tlw aotiiOBi of pnag most gntndlf ; empty-banded 
JOB frit tbftt JVOL wen foil; yea mistook the filling of yoar 
«n fiff MnBO nbrtutiil bonefit to yonr client ; there wu 
n afBrnesM of worda, » lingul and manual gen«roBit7 vbich 
alawit Memed to tnupow tLo figures on tbe statement 
•MfA b« propoMd m » lettleiMnt With a grand self-abne- 
gation, bo wonld allow jov to eontbne a eanse when bis side 
waa not («adj to tiy it, and wonld most blandly merely in' 
nrt on your pajing tbe ooBts, mngnanimonaly vaiving for- 
Umt adTantago of jonr sitoation. He wonld suffer ytn to 
take a non-nit with an ur of kindneaa ealenlated to riTet a 
Mue of etenal obligation. No man rerollod in a mora 
prinoeljr generoeitr than he when he gars away nothing. 
And to eany oat the aelf-dolnuon, he toot: with the air of 
^ring a bonutf. Before hie manner of marrellona eonoea- 
■on all impedimenta and preoedenee Taniahed. If he had 
a eaae at the end of the dooket, he alwaja managed to got it 
tried firat : if the arrangement of the docket did sot anlt hit 
oonrenienoe, hia oonTenienoe ehanged it by * aort of BOt-bo-. 
tout nnderatood, bnt taken-for-granted general oonaent of 
the bar. There waa suoh a natterof-floiiraa about hia polite 
jpopodtioui, that for a good while, no one ever thought of 
renatiDg them ; indeed, moat lawjera, nnder tiie ipell of hia 
itf'*rt*'"g mannera, half-raoolloatod aoiBe aort of agroeneni 
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which was nerer made. In tho trial of a eanao he weald 
Blip in testimony on you in suoh a eoiy, oasyi inainoating 
fashion, that yon were mined before you oonld rally to^op> 
pose it Even witnesses ooold not resist the graoionanoaa * 
and affcotionateness of his manner, the confidence with which 
ho rested on their presumed knowledge :-— they thought thej 
most know what he CTidently knew so well and so anthenli* 
cally. 

He lifted great weights as the media do heairy taUci 
without any show of strength. 

Tho Hod. Francis had no doubts. He had passed from 
this world of shadows to a world of perfect light and know- 
ledge. He had the rare luck of always being on the ii|^ 
side : and then he had all the points that epuld be made on 
that side clearly in his favor, and all that eould be made 
agamst him were clearly wrong. He was neror taken off 
his guard. If a witness swore him out 6t oourt, he could 
not swear him out of oountonance. Ho ezpootod it. His 
ease was better than he feared. In the serene confidenoo of 
unshakable faith in, his cause, brickbats fell on his mind 
like snowflakes, melting as they fell, and leaying no imprec- 
sion. If he had but one witness, and you had six againd 
him, long after the jury had ceased listening and when yoa 
concluded, he would mildly ask you if that was oB your 
proof, and if you proposed goftg to the jury on that f 

But if the Hon. Francis had no doubts, he had an enor^ 
mous dcTelopment of the organ of wonder. He had a nolo - 
of admiration in his eye as largo as a-ainepin. He wondorod 
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tkftt m pttfy iltoald hiTS brought sucA a buU ; thai another 
kftd nt 19 nmh m dofiuieo; that the ooaosol should liaVe 
Ulran nwh apwiit; that Um court ahould haTo mule suchk 
ralii^ (with great def«r«iee), sod he wondered that the Sn- 
p.'OBO Oowt had nitained it Nil admirari was not hia 

I waa a littU too fiwt when I said he was never token 
bj aarpriaa. JBe waa oooo— indeed twice. Cuoall; lookiag 
at >0B« F*pwa Blaaa beld m his hand, as ao important ease 
waa bwBg eallod for trial, li« aaw what he look to be a release 
of the aetioB bj one of tlio nomliial plaiotiffs : in order to 
«TMd the effect of this paper, he applied for a ooDtinuanoe, 
which it was nerer diSionlt for him to obtain. Finding ont 
afterwarda hie miatake, be mo^ed to sot asido the order of 
conUunanoe. It required a Lonlike boldness to niake and 
aaaign the grounds of the motion : this effort he essayed with 
bis vBoal ingennitj. He oommenoed by speaking of BI&m's 
hi^ oharaoter — that be bad been deceived hj the real and 
implied assoraiioe of B. — that he acquitted B. of all intention- 
al impropriety : he entered into a most elaborate disolaimor 
of all injiirioiu imputation : he spoke only of the effeet : be 
had only aeen hastily a paper endorsed as a release : he shonld 
be aurprised if the ge&tlemao would hold him to the order 
taken under sneh eireumstaaceR of miBtak»— a mistake which 
bad mialed him, and whieh he took the earliest opportuuity 
of oorreeting. " In other words," said 6., " you peeped into 
■y hand and ntialoA the oard, and now yon want to renig 
iMMuayouojeafboledTOa." "Ahem I" said S., "I have 
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already stated the facta." " Well," aaid B., pulling out the 
paper, " I will let yoa set aside the order if you promiae to 
go to trial" <* No," 8. answered, '' I beliere not : on for 
ther reflection, perhaps it might be irregular." 

On another occasion he had been crosa-ezamining an Iriab- 
man, and the Hibernian desiring to come prepared to make 
a display in affidavit elocution, had written out his testimony 
at length : but having got drunk he had .dropped the MS., 
which being found by the client of Mr. 8., was put into Us 
hands. Mr. 8. opened the paper and inquired of the witneM^ 
" Mr. McShee, did you ever see this paper before : have the 
kindness to look at it ?" The witneaa snatched up the pepor 
and answered quickly, " 8ure, yes — it's mine, Misther Stro- 
thor, I lost it meself, and whore is the $5 bill I put in itt " 

Being pressed for time, one morning, Mr. 8. entered a 
barber's shop in Mobile, where he saw a brother lawyer of 
the Sumter bar, Jemmy 0., highly lathered, sitting in nueh 
state in the chair waiting for the htLtberian to aharpen hb 
blade. Mr. 8. addressed his old acquaintance with greel 
warmth and cordiality — ^requested him to keep hb sea t 
begged him not to b^ at all uneasy on his account— protetl> 
cd that he was not in his way — he oould wait— not to think of 
putting him to troublo— pulled off his cravat— it waa no in- 
tmsion — not at all— by no means-^politely disolaimed, ef- 
firmed and protested — until J. 0., thinking that Mr. 8. 
somehow had precedence, got up and insisted on Mr. 8. 
taking the chair, to whieh Mr. 8., like Donna Julia, " vow- 
bg he would ne'er consent, consented"— waa duly ahav d " ■ 
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all Um whila protesting ■gtinit it— uid went out, Icaring J. 
0. to tliiiik be mi tlie politeit man he bad ctct met with. 

Vbea J. 0. eftennrdi tcnud out that 6. bud no prece- 
jenee, be wd he had been tiugbt a new chapter of law— 
the title hf diaolatmer. 

At length the Htm. Hr. Btrother got bis bands foil 
H« got at laat to the long wiibed for enjoyment which vu 
to reward the triala of Lie earlier years. He was made com- 
»ii;«— T (tf tlw State Bamka of Alabama. He had it all 
to )>■■— If No partner aharsd with him this Inzorious r^ 
past Swli a maii and neas of oonfusioa — auoh a bundle 
of hetwog en eo Bi botohei i ia which bimidering stnpiditj, 
reekleea inattention, and both intelligent and ignorant n» 
eality bad made tlmr tracks and fignreB, Deror before wu 
■eeo. He was to bring ordei out of chaos — reconcile dis- 
erepsneiee — snpplj whole pages of ledgers — balance nnbal- 
anoeable aeeoonti — nnderttand the unintelligible — colled 
debts ioTolTed in all maws of legal defences, or slamberiog 
oDiilj in ohanoety — to bring all sorts of agents to all sorti 
of settlements — to eompronuse bad debts — disencumber 
ologged property — to keep up a correspondence lilce thtl 
of the Pension Bureau — and manage the finances of thi 
State goremment. The Bute trembled on the verge of Be- 
pndiation ; if the assets of the banks were lost, the honor 
of the State was gone. The road throngh the Bank opera- 
tions was like the road throng Hoonslow heath, erery step 
a lohbmj. To bring the aathori to their reiponsibitity- to 
km^ vf sad hmii down akaooadlng debtors and speeulaton 



I nonilcrtully. He kept 
bnnor of llic State, lie restored its solvcn 
Hitli such vast trusts, greater tban were ever 
jwili^i, in the Soatb-Woit to t iiiiglo mu 
tbmi vith ft fldelit; wliuli eao peAber be «iag 
ued. Hfl, like Palettiff, " tamed diteuM to o 
vortUoM MHts of Uie Buki were toned in 
•ltd the SUte, reliered of the prenure spot 
nee np at onee to ber pUoe of hotm in th< 
States, and abone, with a new and firesher 
least in that bright gaUxj. Beliered of 
■ents, in no small degree tbrongh tbo instrai 
diitingniibed eitiien, wboie name shiiwa tbrc 
fwnvat tb« bead of tbiaartiele, UB^oreu 
OD, mingling entarprlso witb patriotim, aad | 
»cet anspifliona proqieeta tot tbe fatuie. ] 
Mt ovt of plaea to giT« soma pasdng notiee ( 
■tramental than any olber In radaeming tbe 
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HR. TEE Ain> MR GEE. 



Om «f tk« Bort disUi^pUBlMd Jtmyera in the State of Mb- 
uripju, wu W. T. G«e, Biq. He wu distiogaubcd not 
ItH for Lii l^al l**T«'"g tkan far the uutenesa utd isb- 
tletj of his intelleet He mi fond of Gxerciaing hu talenU 
Id legal ipecnlations, tad wu pleaaed when mbw smr wA 
difficult point wu presented for wlation. John 8. Ttt, 
Eiq., wu not of tk>t tort. & wu m man of beta utd fig- 
ures, ud prutiokl and atom realitiea. He eand noUiing 
■boat a lawniit ezoept for tlie proofs and what i^pearsd on 
the back of the ezeeation, and thonght the best lUport vnt 
made of a eau wu that made by the aheri£ He wu mho- 
pletelj utiafied if the Vi-fa was. He was doing a large 
eolleeting basinen ; he prided himself more m the ildll with 
which he woriud on a promissory note than he wonld hare 
done if he bad pinned Finkney, like ft beetle, to tbo wall, 
in JIScCoBough -n. The StaU tf IXar^md, or made Web- , 
ster " take water " in the great Dartmouth College ease. 
What seemed to him " the perfection of human reason," wu 
BOk Of oommoa law, bat that put of the SUtnte law wUd 




of reason," vag, to got a skulking ( 
ail opportunity for starting the rcr 
KCuring a bad or doubtful debt 
mi^t oUwrwiM be "Morotcd," < 
other debU, for whioh tho debtor i 
Squire Tee wu k groat fkrori 
And deaerredlj. Ke elung to tltco 
through good report end through 1 
■ad in tuj timei, ind throngh i 
lojklt;, hi* lore, hia Mml " in k pei 
denee in thomwu unbounded. 
oreaae or diminiih it He would 
interest to theirs— be did, no do 
nore he gxre of Mrrioe to their ta 
oharitj — Uie more be wu eepebl 
erase of oil grer bj tho gjiin 

of oa 
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with the witaeMM hbiMlf — to knov exactly what tbcy 
wosld proTs: it pleaaed bun to hear them rclicarac, Kod 
Ibot it prepared him for tho ooniing on of the picco wlioo 
he eoold ut u promptor. He was an amateur in oTidcnco ; 
he lored it u u aDtiquariu em old fossU — as a macIiiQlst a 
sew inrentioo — ea e poliUeian n new humbug; it waa n 
Ihing to ho adnuied for itself — it bad both an intrinsio and 
m exiarinno tsIvs. Beeoinng many claims vhen tho times 
were st the hardest, he found himself frequently opposed by 
the ablest oosnsol of tho St«l«j and tho iocidont ve are to 
telate of him oeeoned oa one of thoso occasions. 

It ahoidd hare been stated that, as in collecting cases, 
many of the clients lived at a great distance from the 
debtor, tho attorney acted, in saoh instances, as the general 
agent of the creditor, to a great extent : and, in preparing ft 
ease for trial, had to do the work of both client and oonnsel. 
Ur. Tee was often brongfat into correspondeneo with the 
debtors afterwards to bo msdo defendants. Opportnnmes 
af[brded by ench relations, it will readily be poroeiTod, ooold 
Tory easily bo improred into oceasiona for elidting sagh 
ftets as wonld, io no few instances, bo Tcry nscfnl eridonee 
on the trial In this way, Mr. Toe's reaoarob and indostiy 
Lad been rowardod by a vast amondt of useful information 
•f which his duty to his clients made him not at all ponii- 
rival, when it became their interest to have it turned into 
testimony. He had a good memory, a good manner, an ez- 
oellent Toiee and a fine persmj and he knew td no more 
pleuiiy way rf putting to aoooast » good memory, a good 
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paid the most particulnr nttciilion 
matters dcGnilcbfiso.1 in liis mind, 
nnd a good judge of tlio article [irt 
ids ■tatement to the proper points, a 
•ail bearing oT the futi on the cu 
ownlMunMod, thongh nmewhet 
qpeeeb, utd had a UtbI; talent for 
•onaiderable power of oompondioos 
ntin in thnt department of forensi 
Si plearare to be ablo to pa; tliii < 
to an old friend and auocialo. Sm 
pnuM. Not H thii author. 

TltiB marked fidelity to the inU 
made Mr. Toe somewhat familisr i 
theTeaolt had almost tuuTeraalljr b< 
the matter inrolTod in tbo oontroi 
ent 

The bar. Dot bI«»t> *he most t 
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aimplainedaai averred H mm to iiitu gnat damage, wke r t 
fore tkey ttied Tm to ditamtiaue proceeduigi at thu Mrt, 
bat Me refuted, andpastiily, UiU reuses. 

A nit htd been bronght by Tm for » loading houso in 
NmT'Tork, in tbt U. 8. Coort, on s bill of exchange draini 
(iri>dofwdb7«BMrebut,udW. T. Gee, Esq., employed to 
dcfimd iL Tba amouit wu eonudaable, but tbo cue pro- 
■iaed to be mon'mtentting u bnolTing n new and difficult 
pmot in tba hum Meidiant upon tba queation of notice. 

Tbe eue had been openod fiw tbe plaintiff— the bill, pro- 
tMt, depodtiou, foreign ttatatee, nod bo forth, rend, and one 
or two witaeaioi euunined. Tbe Court had taken a reoeu 
for dinner — it being nndcntood or talteo for granted that the 
plaintiff had cloaed hia caie. The defendant either hnd do 
witnesses or else preferred nbmitting thecBMwithonttbau, 
tbe point on which Mr. Gee relied baring been bron^t eat 
hj an nnneoeetar; question propounded l^ Tee to hie own 
witness. 

After the meeting of tbe Conrt, Hr. Qee, wbo wu n lit* 
tie near-sigbtod, waa seen before tbe bar, leifordy amn^og 
n small library of books he had colleeted, and by the ud of 
which he was to aigae tbe point on the notiee. Hering so- 
eomplished this to his aatia&etion, he leaned his bead on bii 
band and was abaorbed in profomd cogitation— like an E^a- 
copal clergyman before tbe aermoiL The court intem^tod 
bin in tUs meditation by announcing its readineaa to proeoed 
with tbe eaue. Qoe toes and murkad to tbe Cent tbnt 
\ ■'.-■' 




MM, TBB AND SOL OSB. 

the defence was one of pure law, and he shoold raiae the only 
qaestion be meant to make bj a demurrer to the pbuntiff 'a 
erldence. " Not until the plaintiff gets through hia proof^ I 
reckon," said Mr. Tee. " Why, I thought yon had restod,** 
replied Mr. Oee. " Yes,** said Tec, " I did rest a little, aad 
am now tired resting, and will proceed to labor — Clerl, sweak 

ME." 

Oce jumped from his seat a^A rushed towards Toe 
'' Now Tee," said bo—" ji|st tbisQUie time, if jou please, fi>r* 
bear, for Heaven's sake— come now, bo reasonable— it ia tlia 
prettiest point as it stands I ever saw— the principle is real- 
ly important— don't spoil it, Tec." But Tee, fending Gee off 
with one hand, Ujpld out the other for the book. Gee grew 
more earnest — " Tee, Tee, old follow — I say now, look herOi 
Tee, don't do this, this time— just hold off for a mmut^— 
come, listen to reason — ^now come, come, let this case be aa 
exception — ^you said you were through — if you will just stand 
off I won't demur you out any more." 

But Tec was not to be held off— he repeated, ^ Clerk, 
swear me, I must jdischarge my professional duties." 

Gee retired in disgiist, not waiting to hear the result— 
barely remarking, that if it came to thaif Tee would eorer 
the case like a oonfcssion of judgment and the statute of As* 
fails besides. We bclicTC he was not mistaken ; for liia 
ajfidavtf carried the case sfiling beyond gun-shot of Gee*e 
batteries. 

Oee contented himself with giring notice to Tee thai ke 
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Aoald raq^aire him for the fatuo to gire him notice when ho 
mnat to testify in his cases, u he wished to bo saved the 
Inwbia ttf bringing books And papers into Ooort. Towhieh 
Toe i^Uad he ought oonsider » general notiM Hrred spoa 
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Fatkiok UoFadoik found Unuel 
«tiil Court of Piekeni Ooim^, fer i 
Iwrniu putimo, wherebjr hii mpert 
ipirite ezeieiMd themielTot uid liu 
uca of the good and pMOMble oiti» 
nll&go vi Fiekeaxnlle, at to wit, in i 
One Sqoin PnrkiMoa wu » wib 
Mid Patrick, asd, Bpon liia oridOBoa i 
gin vai eoDTistod on thna aorcnl : 
Um atnogth of hi* aUIlaly on tbo «n 
aana; alboit, Patriek Tokamatlr vn 
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ly lo tlM hm of the lUtaU (it being highlj peokl to mnr- 
im ■ ■•)> In Akfauaa oontni; to the form of tho lUtate). 
To tUi indiotmest Patrick ple&ded " Not gailty," ud, 
tbo jnrj being in Om box, tbe State's SoUoitor proceeded to 
eall Hr. FarUnonuBwitseM. With the utmoBtiDnoceDce, 
Patriek tanod hil &ee to tli« Court and laid, " Do I under- 
■taad jer Honor that Hiatkor Forlciuon ia lo be a iritnoM 
fbnral UMapnf'* Tba jadge said drjly, it leomod lo. 
*• Wdl, tbia, jer Boaat, I plade guilt; nuie, an* ef yer 
fioDW jdaM, not booaao I OM guilty, for I'm aa innooent a> 
jar HoBOr'a nekiiig babe at tlie brist — bat jiet on the ao- 
MOnt of MTiBit HiatbvT FvkiBMii'i totei," 
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Alt Mtarprinng joniig gflntlemaii of tb 
of Smith, njoieing in th« Ghriitian prefix 
rajigodiatlutspeoiMoftraffiofbr wUd 
now, to wit, in the han«-tnding line, tr 
nun in tlie nme oommnnitj of the nama 
fnind himwlf r«rj oonaidoiably mtmu b 
hone ho bad swapped tarning out to be 
of nodiy latent defeeta, eonudenbly leae 
Smith waited, for aomo timo, for an O] 
ing bimaelf in the premiaea ; preferring tc 
on the anbjoot of bi« loaa, mch aooidenta 
aboat that time, by thoae iritb whom I 
noro aa » matter of ridionle than aym 
Ur. Hiekeraon, in the oonno of one nt hi 
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tn^ vitlk iiutnietiou. Hr.Diggi, riding lonnlybajond Mr. 

Hiekmon's pNiiuaes,eaiij;bt aiglitof the male, and, turning 
tmrarda th« booae, uw Ur. Hicltcrsgn, who was Bitting in the 
porch ealmlj enjojii^ those ciliilftrntiDg refleotions wliicli 
eomoMiOMtheraiiidof ajnckoyttftcrftgoodtrkdo, " Halloo, 
HidunoD," nid ho, " I see 70a hare got Joaea's big mnl<H— 
jMHSwunrarseUiiig him to mo, bat I got it«in in time, uid 
MOped." " Why," nid HickorBon, " yrts any thing the m&t- 
terwith the mole?" " Tea," said Diggi ; " however, I don't 
knowinjMUthattherewai much, only this; that the mole doM 
Toy well oxoept in the ftill of the Voon, and then be talcea fiti 
whieh lui about a week, hardly ever longer ; and then gaeh 
rttring and elutrging, and biting and kicking 1 he'a like all 
poBMued — nobody and nothing can manage him. Now, the 
heat yon ean do ia to go down to Smith'a, and trade him off 
with him for « bran-new aorrel horae he'a got " Woll," nid 
Hiokenon, " 111 do that anre; Hold on, and keep duk, old 
ftUow, and Me how Pll orack him." 

Hiekeraon aooordingly fixed np hia mole, and rode onr- 
to Mr. Smith'a, and after mneh ehafiering, and maaymntaal 
Qomplimenta, in the French ityle, to thrir loapeetiTe ft"iT"tili| 
the new aorrel, that had boen fixed ap for Itr. Hideraoo'i 
ipeeial henefit, and had all the diMaiet that hnaefloih ii 
hur to, and Hme it geta by adtqition, waa azohnnged for the 
mole. 

It wu not long before Hr. HiekerMn, finding Hr. Smith 
in company with aome rf the yonng gentlemen who oooldrf 
liab hsnor tf thii aort, Twtutd to nkt* thia f^Tfiyf la- 




Mr Smith liad odIj obtained od equitable 

could Dot plcnd Lis own turpitude to rcga 
in trying to come tho old soldier over aoo 



A COOL BEJOIKDI 

A Mk. Eillt, who WM In tho hkbit a 
freel;, at > oonrt held in one o( the eotm 
buaa, upon b cue being called, in whteh '. 
not get along for want of proof, was aiked 
oonru he would take in the matter. " Wl 
ploaae jronr honor, I boliere Itntt takt ■ 
ozpreMion, aigniff ing that the peraon nau 
nonmit}. Judge A. waa on tho bondi, an 
a wag in a dry way, and had hia pan in 
malra tlu anfanr. 



■ Ot »T.J«»»« 



A HTJNO COCET. 



HoR of onr mden biTS beard rf a hung joiy, but havo 
tkflj «nr beard of a hang oovrtf If not, I b«g leavo to 
introdnee tiiein to an initaooa of it, and show how it cania 
abovt, and how it got nnhiuig. 

A jnatice of the peace in Alabama boa janBdiotioii In 
caacc of d^, to the extent of fifty doUan ; and there 
are two josticeo for ercrj captain'i beat It was nnutl, 
when a cmae of mncfa intereat came on, for one jnatiea to 
call in the other aa auooiate. On one oeeaaicn, the little 
town of Splitiknll, in ^^^— Coontj, was thrown into a 
flutter of exeitement, bjr a roit brought bj one Smith agunst 
out Johnston, for fortj doUars, doe on a trade for a jaek- 
ass, bnt psTment of which was resisted, on the plea that the 
jadass tuned out to be ralnelesa. The parties— 4he aw 
excluded — were brothers-in-law, and the "oonneotioa " mj 
numerous; the ass, too, was well known, and shared the 
usual &te of notorietjr--« great deal of good, and a some- 
what greater amount of bad, repute. The issue turned 
. ^oa^the worth vi the jaek, and his standii^ in the oon^ 
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bhe dill — 110 doubt honestly — on the a 
from her siraiu. Uufortuuatcly, politi 
ragiog wUdl/ ; mhI the mune of the Jat 
•on, ud Me of the pertiei beii^ k whig ■ 
orat, that dutarbiag element wu throw: 
fkir to uj, that the excitement on the 
nlgeot, to ft eonaidenble extent, blottet 
thftt I cannot uj that the ui wm lerioi 
tici — few are. Thii eontroTersj got ii 
the chureh had won to drop it — two of 
ing got to flationffii, and made diMlon 
tc, &0., (he danger being that it woold 
gi^tion. 

It got, at length, into the tawjen* h 
eonrae, all hepea of » Mttl«Mnt of the 
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fbr triaL IHm jnsticu preserred &q sir of mjaterbos and 
dignified imputialitj, ukI bU Dttempta to sound them on 
the qoMtioo prored abortire. Little Billy Perkins, who 
^tangfat a nngiog idiool in tlie neighborhood, and who had 
■buj arU aad nanj opportmitieB for ingratiating bimself 
inih tin wiA aad danghten rf Sqniro Crousehorn, did get, 
lu tiMd afterwardii to boaat, aome little item, in a private 
vaf , as to the leaning of that jnrist ; and, on the strength 
rf it, laid a wager of a let of eiaging books and a tuning- 
fb^ agaiut twentj baihela of com, vs. the bm: but the 
waij Bqnire Rnahong, who was a bachelor, kept hla own 
eoonasl, and eren kept awajr from all the quiltinga and shaok- 
ingi, tot fear his secret might be wurtned out of him by 
some sedneing Delilah ; or elee, tliat be might, bj refUng to 
eorapromise his Jndioial ebaraoler, eompromise his auitri- 
monial prospects. But it teat Moid that tho Squire wu 
■weet OB Miss Snsan Smith ; and it was easj ODon^ to mo, 
that to take part agaiast the ass, in the present tspeol of 
nffurs, was the same u to gire np all hopes of Uiu Bowit 
or, what was tantamount with the pradent Squire— any in- 
choate rights or proepeetiTe intereate in her ftther's estate^ 
And it was whitpertd abovt \fj some of the anti-ass partj, 
tbat, oonmdering bow cold Misa Bnsan had been to the Sqnire 
befine, there was sometliing snspieioaslj nrael in the way 
she smiled mi hin as he hdped her into the oz-wagm from 
the ehnroh door, when she was about learing for home. 
Bvt I dare say this was mere imagination. The pl^tiff, 
SmitL wM fortannte itwni^ to employ Tom B. Berill, as 




BioQ ; and who wa8 considered as a " ■ 
especially of " statuo law,'' but wlio hf 
cDco in tlie conduct of auch import: 
tion. . Gnat was the exultation of t 
wu uinoDnoed tlikt their meeaeiiger— 
got tb the conrt-fcoue fint — had Men 
fbre their adreruiy; the prtHueito 
foraight, having made hie way ttraig) 
Tom wia, and the otlier, by a atrao 
whereaboDti, going to bit ofioa to fin 
itaa nrore tliere was bo wo in eanTin 
it wu u good ai deoided alreadj — for 
lAyiteen and bnllTrag Ned Bolkr'i ibi; 
in the gamo." ABti-au atoek Ml b 
waieTon lome feeler pot oat &»***€« 
tion was indignantly r^Jeoted. 
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. wdl u adnntigoL Sndi reveUtioua I Some bad ran off 
tat debt, mnat for stoaling — some had done one Utiog, some 
•noUta- ; and STen the wonteii were not apared — aod, of the 
rinng gonentiKm — but I apare these details. 

The plaintil^ kDowing the advantage of having a per- 
Mented indiTiduJ in Tiew of the evidence, had broaght 
Diek Johiiion onder ■ tufyana ducet tecum, on the gronnd; 
and tk« giOOm, Hal Filea, made him go through the motioDS 
ytrj grkodly — rearing up — braying his londest, and kicking 
Vf other maties, indioftting a great flow of aitimal tpirits, 
■iii great mmctfy of nanoers. Accompaaying all which 
perfbnuBoei, Hal's readj witticiamB — which he had picked 
ap at faia Tarions atands— though not remarkable for refiee- 
Bteat, wemod to exoite no little meninent in Ibe crowd 
aronnd, well qualJGod to appreciate and enjo; nch rhetor* 
ieal flonriahea and intelleetnal entertainment 

The trial came on. It laated aereral daji. The plaoe 
. - of the trial waa the back-room of the gnevtj, the erowd 
atanding ontnde or in the front-room ; but Uiii not aSbrding 
apace enongh, it wu adjoomed to the grove in front of the 
meeting-honse ; and ropes dravm aronnd an area in front for 
the lawyera, Court, and iritnesses. -The case waa oairiod 
throogh, at last, even to the arguments of the learned bar^ 
riatan ; bnt these we cannot give, as we were not preaent 
at the trial, and nii^t do ii^nstiee to the eminent oouimI, 
bj reporting their speeches seeond-hand. It is enon|^ to 
say, that old Devill did ' his beet, and fUlj rastained liis 
■epittation; while Boiler not onlj met the Mt p e rt a ti ona of 




nillidrcw to coDflidcr of tbcir judgii 
out, ill consultation, for a good wliilc. 
crowd and the patties wu intense, a 
loDger tb»j stvid^ont. A doion bet 
remit ; tnd fourteen fighti jrere nude 
•oon SI the cue ms decided. At l< 
deferred getting drunk, until th^eonld 
great niL 

The juiticei itkrted to retvm to the 
thej oome," being eried ont, the erow 
■ottered abont the htmlet) oune nihil 
ton to beer the news. ' 

Sileoee bemg ordered b; the oowtal 
•sea a hondred open nMuths (u if hear 
that hole) gaping orer the rope agui 
prowcd. Justice Crouiebom hemmed tl 
with a tremnloui Toiee, aimonneed that t 
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I UiAt the dcfendbDt bad real)}' gained the case, . 
ta tlift pluntiff moat bIutw liiiusclf entitled to judgment be- 
fim lifl eosld get it; and likened it to a case of fuloro of 
proof: but, on this p<niit, the Coart divided again. Tom 
B. Derill trgned that the plaitUiff iros entitled to jndg- 
BMBt, u lie hmd the jutioe iBsoiog the warrant in his favor, 
ud Dm HMciate wu <nlj called in aa vice-jastlcc, or, at 
nort, H mpplementuy, and supcrnnmcrarj, and advisorj: 
■nd likened it to the caae of a President of tbo Uoited States 
^■*""g from hia cabinet. Bat here the Court divided again. 

The crowd ontside now raised a terrible row, disputing 
as to who had won the bet« — the betters betting on partieuhr 
side's winning, oontending tliat thcj had not loat, as snoh n 
thing as a hung court " wasn't took into the co&ti."— >but 
their adversaries cUimed tlutt the bet wu to be litarallj 
construed. 

At lengtli ft brilliant idea atradc Hr. Justice Orouse- 
bom — which wu, that hia brother Bnshong should ait and 
give judgment alone, and then, afterwards, that be, Gronso- 
horn, should ait and grant n new trial. Acoordinglj, this 
wu agreed to. Justice Busbong took the benob, and Sqnii* 
Crousehom retired. The former then gave judgment fn 
the plaintiff; which the crowd, not knowing the arrange* 
ment, hearing, the pro4ssitea rdsed a deafening about of 
triumph, in which Dick Johnson joined with tme of bis 
loudest and longest braja. But brother Orooaebon, tak- 
ing the aeat of jnitice, ^eedilj cheeked these aaniflMtft- 
tidna of an^Unse, \ij announmng ha hnd graatod * Mw 




But what was to bo done ivirli tl 

again, t!jc same result would I,apj>on 

lion of Hon joalioe, tn eightoon n, 

in««l lima, amoiiiiliii, |, „ „„„„ 

nowgoi togellier, ud MUM it ] 

liii own ooiU-Iom p. DeriU took 

■nd wu 10 p., Sri BoUor ten doll 

fctj dolW nolo wu 10 bo pud to 111. 

•ml whoTob; Ibo porti.. onlj loot .b, 

bdidot Ibo .aoiuil in oonlroronj. : 

■ndoioilomml the gnu t,i>I Ml, , 

promijo, ind k tbojr ramn to thi, d. 

But thio triol ma Ibo making of N 

lioo iouaadiatolj roae ftvm 975 to |: 

1^ Jaj.aoalnmgwaa tla alMof] 

4a SplitabJlo, „,, «, 1,^1,,. ^ 

«» • apaooh, tlioj uj It waa "Mari; , 
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SAMUEL HELE, ESQ. 

I OARMOT omit 8am, from my gkllerj of daubs. I sbould fei 
a MDM of immnplotflnwa, grioviug tho oonscieiice witUii fee 
log of dntjr mtdiiehuged Kud opportamties neglected, ana 
U CaT« Barton would Iu\e felt had he risen from table vit 
•a ojBt«r-pi« nntoaebed bofore him. 

Of all tli« memlxn of the htr, Sun onltirated moit tt 
fitenitj of dinotneaa. H« oonld tolento nothing Urn tha 
it> nbsenoe in otfaera. Ha knew nothing of ciroamlooatioi 
He had u aoon been a tannar'a htaat, and walked aUhialiJ 
polled l^ a pole and a string, aronnd n box, in a twenty -fo( 
liuf^ u to bo nunnng worda, hinting and heutating, and picA 
ing ont foft expreiato&s. He liked tha moetTigoroaiwoidi 
tlia working worda of the langoag& Ha thonght ^HL n 
BurkaUa eleameai ; knew euotlj what he wu gtung to aaj 
meant euetl/ what he md; andnideuoUjwhatbameau 
A aea-eiftain witk hii cargo inaored, would u aom in 
made a''deTiation'' and Anftlted the {nmianoe, as Sam, « 
peeiallfwheB in pnmit o^ a new idea, woold han wandara 
tmkmiaMitbmkiaMwtni^itonf. ffia aniivu itna| 




iiingc off B fo^l, irlicD the crowd arc 
mrat. Sam was well edueatcJ and w 
Dicniorj had never taken on more mat' 
Utcd. H« had do tue for kdj infon 
work into liii thought. He had a gn 
jadioea except hii own, Mid wu oDtii 
people'! optsiona, or notiona, or whim 
The fkonltj of Toneration waa not c 
wai a hole where there ought to hure 1 
waa a thing he didn't anderatand. I 
' of, except u a meani of procreation, i 
peeted a man aa mnch or aa little, if, im 
ifurit of progreaa, he had been hatehc 
ebemical prooeaa, aa if be had deaeended 
with all the qnarteringa rij^t, and no 
no reapeet for old Uunga, and not m 
Eatabliabed inatitntiona be looked into 
hene'aa»MitK — « — "- ' 
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in Sam's neighborhood. If ho cherished bmj mjsterieB and 
tcndernessci of belief that the stroag sanlight of common Benae 
etnaed to blink in the eyes, S&m was no pleasant compaoioD 
to commnne with ; for Sam would drag them from tho twi- 
light u he would on owl, into nooodaj, and laugh at the 
iignre thej cut In the Bunshlno. A delicately- toned spiritu- 
alist felt, when Sam wob handling his brittle wares, as a fine 
ladj woold feel, on seeing a blacksmith with smnttj fingers 
taking ont of her box, her compIoxioD, laces and finery. 

Doctor Samnol Johnson objected to some one " that there 
was no salt in his talk;" he couldn't have said that of Sam's 
diaconrse. It not only contained salt, but sslt-petre : for 
probablj, as man; vigoroos, brimstone expressions proceed* 
«d fi-om Som'B month, as from any body else's, the peoolior 
patron of brimstone fireworks only excepted. 

The faculty of tho teonderful did not hold a large place 
on Sam's craniam. He bolicvcd that every thing that was 
marrelloas was a lie, unless he told it himself; and aometimet 
even then, he had his doubts. He only wondered on one sub- 
ject ; and that was, that there always happened to be about 
him snch " a hell of a number of d— d fools ;" and this won- 
der was constant, deriving new strength every day ; and b< 
wondered again at his inability to impress this comfortabll 
tmth npon the parties whom he so frequently, in every 
and every where, and especially in their presonoe, sooght 
make realise ita force and wisdom, by every variety of iU( 
trmtion ; by all the eloquenc« of earnest oonviotion and 
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Madison'fl squeaniislincsfl on tbo sub 
nagc, nbich (he hero charged the sta 
able " to look on wit/t compotttrt"—{ 
lud, pleunre). 

Sqnire Sam wu of % good familj 
good deal retiat«d, u nme infringom 
He would han prefoired to bare boon 
■Of particolar matorni^ or pateraitj \ 
hn loeal and namw, and man free 
BOpolitan. 

There had onoo been good linog in 
trident fram the fact that Sam kad tb 
iodeed, except vague tradition!, whieb I 
*orthj of a aonsible man's belief is t 
tUi matter of domoatio eeonomj. Sam 
ktrd of tliia ; be eonaidered it a mooitr 
mly portion of tbe proeperona fortvnea 
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parfiMtibQitjr. He mm not iq)l to bo carried ftWfty tijr hU 
iMlingi ioto aoj T017 oreroWged appreciation cither of 
partiadar iadhridiuli or tlw Beneral race. I never heud 
Ua ny what Im titovght iroold evcDtoallj' become of tnoit 
-ei them; bat it wu Tei; erideot, from the t«nor of his un- 
•tintsd talk, what he Ihati^t ot/ght to become of tbcm, if 
tmunvtidaiM afiun were r^alat«d by principles of biunu 
JBBtiea. 

The partimdar oonunanity in which the Sqnii-e had set np 
^ Ua ahiugle was not, er«n ia tlie cjcb of a more partial judg- 
BMot than be wu in the haUt of exeroiBing upoo mcD, erct 
i e| > poa e J to be eoloniaed bj the deaecndanta of the good 
Samaritan ; and if Ihej eontinaed perreree, and peraevered 
in iwqaitjr, it wai not Sam'a fault — be did his duty by 
them. He etmed them black and blue, by night and by 
daj. He epared not. Id theM diTCrtiBement^ he exercised 
hia &enlties of description, prophecy and inTcotive, largely. 
The hombuga suffered. Sam rastatcd them, as Swedenborg 
■ajs thej do with them in the other worU, until he left little 
bat a dark, unsaTorj Toid, in sonb, supposed by their ownen 
to be stored up, like a warehooae, with rich bales of heavenly 
BWTchandise. He polled the dowinos from their faces, and 
pelted the hollow masks over their beads lustily. These 
pusnita, laudable as they atj be, are not, in the preseot 
ccmatitatum of village sooie^, winning ways ; end therefore 
I eannot tralj aaj that Sam'i popularity was nnivorsal ; nor 
did it make up bj intensity in particular direotions, what it 
luHfaA of diffiuion. Indeed, I may go ao far aa to say, that 
it WU lourkaUa aeitber for nr&ee nor depth. 




uouDt ID tbcmsclrcs toucliing tlio 
lem of mind and moraU. Hence 



vliclbcr Sam's iodustrj and ceai i 
tateoto— wlutterer efilKt tbcf maj I 
Ditj— eCMntialljadTaiMMd -this gao 
mnurj ibrtniiM. Httmrar, I un 
OuM mult, u fiv firom griering, nth 
Haring formed ' hu own Mtlnute « 
that that utinuta ahonU itaad, and 
beidotiea of opinion on the part of t 
Id &Tor of n Hung he eo&aideted w 
facU aridenee againat it 

Sam'a diapoaition to animadrert 
about him, fonnd enuidarablo aggnr 
health ; inflaming hii gont, and pvtt 
hoTTon of indigeation to the long i 
Toeatirei, of a Ian phjiioal Had, to t 
while, Sam dealt in iadiridnal <••■*< 



S90 nutniBes of tob flvsk tobi or ammt. 

There bad, a. few iaj» before, been a ncir imporUtion 
ftOB Tankecdom — not from Us fnctory of calicoes, bnt firem 
ite Uxtorj of school-tc&cbcrs. Tke Brticio bad been Hot to 
erder, from ono of the interior vitUgca of Connecticut. The 
Soadwrn ptopeasitj of gettiog every thing from abroad, bod 
nteaded to acbooI-mistresBes, — tboagb the country h&d any 
mmber of ezcellent and qnalified girk trisbbg Buch employ- 
BHit «t home, — M if, as in tbo case of wines, the process of 
inportiBg added to the value. It was soon disoovcred that 
thii artiele was a bud inTestmont, and would not suit the 
miAet. Uisa Charity Woodcy was almost too old a plant 
to be nfsly tmnsplantcd. What she had been Ja ber youth 
QOiild not be exactly known ; but if sbo ever bod any charma, 
their dky bad long gone by. I do not mean to flatter her 
when I say I think ahe was the nglieet woman I erer Mw— 
ud I hare been in places where saying that woold be 
•eying « good deal Her style of homelinew was paeoliu 
only in this— that it emhraood oil other atyloi. It !■ s 
wonderfdl eombmation whieh mokes « betntifnl wonun; 
bat it wai almoet a miracle, by vhieh erery thing that giree 
or gildi beaaty wai withheld from her, and ereiy thing that 
makea or aggraratei defimnltj was pTen with lanab geo- 
croeity. Mia eappoM it to be a hard stniggle when finnala 
Taaity caa My, hope, or think nothing in &Tor of its owner's 
pemnal appearanee; but Uisa Charity had got to tUf point : 
indeed, the power of hnman infatoation on thia lubjeet — fbr 
•Ten <( ia not oninipotenb-^-«onld-not help her in thii matter. 
8k* did Mt t>7 to oobomJ it, b«t kt the mntter pMi» 




tLo mnacullDC oaturc ; one of tLat fu 
clasfl, who, in frying to iloiiHc scz I 
bcItss, losing rU that la lovablo in wi 
of what ia odiou in tnaa, 

Slie wu ft bnndle of pr^jndieM- 
iDquiutire, inqniiltoriml, and bUioualj 
Mlled it, wu ft groat word with hn 
Other. Thefe were engaged in tlio j 
rather than the heart and the afii 
oonaiderod the affeotiou aa weaknoil 
iort of drill ezeroiae of minor dnt 
and eant phraaeK - 8|io was as hln 
The atarah, atnut-laeed eotnmiutity 
ihonght the Tory tip of tho ton ; and 
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MM. It wu not loBg — onlj two daja — bofon ik* begu to 
Mt omj thing to riglitB. The wliole Kcadomy was astir 
with her utivitj. The littlo gills, wtio had b«eD petted by 
th«r &then and notben like doU-babice, were overhaaled 
like m> maek damaged gooda hy her busy Gngari, and were 
fm% into the atrait-ja^t of her narrow and precise ayatam 
of nuBDen and morala, in & my the pretty datlinga bad 
■eror droased of before. Ser way was the Median and 
Fenian law that nerer ehanged, and to which every thing 
mnat bend. Kveij thing waa wrong. ■ Every thing must 
be pat ri^L Her hands, eye*, and tongue were never idle 
for a moment, and in her mierescopio leoae of dooty and 
I, the little peooadilloea of the school swelled to the 
a of great orimea and misdemeanors. 

It waa soon i^^)ar«nt that alie would hare to leare, or the 
■chool be broken up. Like that great reformer Triptolemoi 
Tellowby, she was not aeant io delirering her enlightened ■ 
sentunents upon the subject of matters and things abont 
her, and on the snbjeot of slarery in partioolar; and her 
sentiments on this subject were those of the enlightened 
coterie from which she came. 

The Teiy oonsideration vith which, in the Tinbonaded 
hoqiitality and covrtesy to woman in the South- West, she was 
treated, only serred to inflame her self-conceit, and to eon- 
firm ber in her sense of what hn tfooty called on her to do, 
Ibr the benefit of the natiTcs ; especially to reforming tUnp 
to the Btandard of New England insnlar halutndeB. 

^A mhU pu<7 wu girw «m ereniBg, ead sU wae bp 




out Bomcthing cold, besides ioiiil rcf 
males irho did not belong to tlic " S( 
A little knot of thcso wcro kughii 
Sam, who, u anal, was szerting hii 
mrat of the anditon, aod, tiui time, 
nmarkB wen mader tonohing Miia C 
taij state — she waa Bitting up in the ' 
as ateeljardi — aome eommiaeiationi 
waa propoaed that Sam ihonld entertai 
And it wai anggeated to Sam that he i 
get her off, bj giriag her sooh a deaor 
aa wonld hare that effeeL " Now," aai' 
jonVe been anarliwg at erofj thing ab 
poae fon juat irj joor best this time, 
mptna bile at ooee, and giro w aone 
to her, and let he^ hare it atnng. I 
Uaokiiig, but paint the whole eonmnni 
BifU Umidf imAt alt «- ••" -" 
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ftaak mm m the coontry, and one, moTMTer, who had eon- 
owTed « liTfllj regard for her, asked leave to iotrodnce him ; 
which baTiag boen graoioiulj given, Ssm (haviog first re- 
freshed himMlf with another potation) was in due form 
introdnced. 

Hin Woodej, uatnnllj dostrooa of conciliating Squire 
Hele, opened the oonTonattOQ with that gentleman, after 
Ae eiutoiiiaij fennaliUea, bj sajing somethiDg complimen- 
tarj abont the village. " And yon eaj, madam," replied 
San, "that jon htTo been incarcerBtcd in this village for 
twoweda; and how, madam, have you endured it? Ah, 
■Mdam, I am glad, on soma acconnls, to see jou here. You 
came to reform : it waa well Sneh examples of figmale hero- 
ism are the poetry of human life. They are worth the mar- 
tyrdom ot prododng thorn. I read an affecting aoeonnt the 
other day of a umilar Und — a mother going to Wetompka, 
and becoming the inmate of a p e nitentiary tot the meUa- 
dtolj satis&ction of wuting upon a eonviet son," 

Mia$ Woodejf.—" Why, Hr. Hele, how yon talk I Ton 
•TO sorely jesting." 

Sam. — " Uadam, there ar« some snbjeoti too awftiUy M- 
rions for jest A man had aa well jest over the eormptions 
and fate of Sodom and Oomorrah — thon^ Z oonfeas, the 
•zistenee of tUs plaee is «-i™i«*— 1 to ezeita a grantdealof 
doubt of the destmetion of those dties, and has, bo doubt, 
plaeed a powerfdl weapon in the hatkU of infid^ty thnn|^ 
ont du iauuoM repoa whan the ia&aj ti tht plaM Is 




of iiiijiroveQicnt, — as a niaii irjih 

tliSTc is DO Bcandol liere is, bcca 
eoon^ to npport iL RepnUtic 
man without ohu^etar ii u well 
tlie dkrk kll u* alike. Ton ean'i 
iDg aoj thing of him ; for, uj wlu 
the trath, aod leaa tiian he oonid 
omiri-honM door, and be a^Iaad 
BeaideB, madam, ererjr body ii io b 
that M one haa Ume to pnbliah his 

Miu H^— "BeaUjr, Hr. Hale, 
of jonr Mi^bonL Are there 
themf 

&«*.— " Whj,— y-e-a,— * ftw. 
Mkaowledge. and. — *" — 
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tUnk be is not Uuiublo for getting dmnlc, u he doea it 
flnlj in defmnee to the pablie eentimcDt. I expross no 
o^ioD >ijm1( tm I tbink >nj nun vlio has resided for ten 
Tflan is theie ■abwba of hell, onght nodcBtly to decline ttio 
oipteMioB of u>7 opinioii on vkj point of ethici for erer &f- 



' JUuf W. — " Bnt, Hr. Hole, if ■!! this tIIUd; were going 
0*, then woold he lome open eridenco of ii I have not 
keard of « eue of Btenlmg unee rn been here." 

&M(. — "No, ntadsin; and joo woalda't, onleBs a 
stranger came to town with Knsothing worth stenliDg; and 
periiqa not then I for it la m oommon a tbing that it hardly 
•xritci remark. The natiTca nerer atcal from each other — I 
(rant them that The reaaon ia plam. There are eertidn 
aoqoiaitiona whidi, with a certun profeaaion, are aaered. 
'Honor among,' Ae. — ^jon know the prorerh. Beaidea, the 
thief wonld be anre to be cangfat: ' Set a'— 4nember of ft 
eertain elaaa— /on know rAot prorerh, too. Uoreorer, all 
tbej hare got Ihej got, direotlj or indireotlj, in that way— 
if gettnig a thing by porehaM irithont eqniTftlent, or taking 
it witliont leaTO ii stealing, as any where eUe out ^ Ohristen^ 
dem, except this debatable land between the lower re^ona 
and the ontakirta of driliiation, it is held to be. And to 
■teal from one another wonld be repudiating the title by 
vUeh erery man holds property, and thns letting tha oommm 
enemy, the true owner, in, whom all are interested in keeping 
osL Hadam, if New^To^ Mobile, and New Orleans were 
to get thdr own, they mi^t iaeloM then^ole tm^ aad 




.(, .^ .- >uu mil, aa an epicure 

oflheBcnflon." 

Miss W. — " The populatioD ec 
and — " 

Sam (with Johuonua onenUrit; 
tktj are mL Whether the popoUtioi 
■ad that d^raded their intellects, 
fools, and took U> it for want of sense 
. should like to be able to boIto, if I eo 
. old enough to hare known them wl 
itealing, or when the/ first began plaj 
time is bejond the oldest memory. I 
rssoala than one fool ; but I am fort 
one. I see, in a reeoni work, a lean 
genealogy of man to the monkey tribe 
is tmo of this popnUtion j for the oba 
low, i^ab onnning fend stMlii^, betray 
low are tbey in all better qwtUtiee, tha 



mttian, ud n forth, in the Sonth-Wflst, Imt I hm wm 
keard this putimikr eomnranitjr wons ipokaa of—** 

Sam. — " Hrndsm, I uqnit tLtm of all crimes which re- 
qun taj boUMH in tb« perpetntion. As to asuLsaiution, 
it oonin only oeeastoully,— when k coantryman is found 
dnmk, or wnuUiii^ of the iort ; uid even ftssaolta nod biA- 
lerioi ete aot common. Theee ooddt only in the family oir- 
de ; ndk u n Ix^ eomotimee whipping his father when the 
old man ii intoxieatad, or a man whipping his wife when 
aLe IB infinn of health : exeept these instancea, I cannot say, 
irilh truth, that any ohaige of thia kind can be anbatanti- 
•ted. Aa to negroea — " 

JUus W.—" Do tell me, Hr. Hele— how do they treat 
«il«» T Is it as bad aa they aay t Do— do— theyr-niUy, 

BOW — " 

Miie. — " Hiaa W., thia la a very delicate aobjeet; and 
what I tell yon most be regarded aa entirely eonddenUal. 
Upon this aabjeet there is a secrecy — a ehilling mystery of 
mtenoe— oast, a« over the horron and dmigeou of the in- 
qoirition. The way n^roea are treated in this eonntry 
would diill the son] of a New Holland eaniubaL Why, 
p"'''"'j it waa bnt the other day a case ooooiiod ortr the 
rirer, on CoL Lake Oyrea's plantation. Gyrca had Jnat 
bon^t a drare of negroes, and was marking them in hia 
pen, — a slit in one ear and an nnderbit in the other was 
Lake's mark, — and a large mulatto follow wi* standing at 
tha bnll^ng, where the o nta u r waa jnat putting th« muber 




tbo rack in the plaatitioa dui 
the nciglibors to come into tiic • 
mas frolic of the matter. Tl 
down liu throat, mi lighting & 
the remit When g(nia,.C<iL 
OM hondred and fiflj dollan th 
top of the negro's head off; w 
fDBod to paj, and the eue was brc 
Our judge, who had read a good 
Gdce, decided that the b«t could 
Lnle bet on a eertalnty; bnt flnei 
tor making loeh a foolish wager, 
to the grocery to enjoj it." 

Mitt TT:— "Why, Mr. Hele, 
the fate of Bodom doM not bll o] 

Satn. — "Whjt madam, prohi 
rightMns man oonld be fi>nnd to m 



Xt$ Wr^ Bnt, Mr. HaV-^ ^l mr-^ ^V "«» 
put tlM Tonig diildraD fitom U»ir tnoUMn — poor thing! t" 
Sun. — ** Wky, no, wn did ly , -thij do not very mucb, 
mow. TIm wobmb u« n lioklj, from oTorwork and scaat 
faodh^ and elotlung, tlut the ehiU ta worth little foi 
tbt T^^ ehanoa of liring. Bnt wfau cotton wu fiftoen 
«eati » poond, ud it wm oha^wr to Uka awaj tho ohild 
dm to taks vp the motho'i timo in atteodinf; to it, the; 
VMd le MDd thsm to town, of m Sunday, in big hamper 
T"'^^'. tat nU, bj tho doion. Tho boj I have got io my 
ofioe I got in UuU w*j— bat he ia the oanrifor of atx, the 
nrt djing in the proeeea of ruun^ There wu a great 
fend iMtween the plantera on thtf aide of Sonotchie, and 
thoH OB tho other ude, groving out of the treatment of 
a^ro ohildren. Thoao who aold them off ohaiged tho other , 
aiders with inhnmanitj, in drownbg theira, like blind pop- 
^ea, in the creek ; which waa rcaented % good deal at the 
time, and the accnaora donooneed aa abolitioniata. Z did hear 
of one of them, Jndge Duck Swinger, feeding hia nigger 
doiga on the jonng rarminta, aa he called them ; bnt I dont 
beUere tho alorj, it haring no better fbundation than ear> 
tent report, public belief and general aaaerUon." 

Jlfiai W. (Hghing).— " Ok, Hr. Hole I an they not aftald 
the wgroea will riae on themi " 

Sam, — " Why, y-e a, they do ooeaatonallf , and mnrdor a 
far fbmiliei, aapeeially in the thiek lettlementaf — bnt leaa 
than tlwy did b«£>re the patrol got np a anbeorlptloB among 
Oa pbotaa* ts ooBtiibBt* a Mgio or two apiioo, «*«r]r moBth 




painted an ladiun black and tbrew 
one of Lia Pocalioatas ncgroCB, as h 
breed Block." 

Jtfiu H'._j<Mr. Hele I whan 
geaoMtion— the poor diildnn— I , 
— with stub exunplM ? " 

Satn.-j-" Hadam, tbaj an put i 
ooMolation.. Let what will boooiM < 
tl««n their deawt& Why, madam, 
u thein th« world haa Hrer aeon I 
own &th«n aahimed of aren their 
cieDcjinmebdaGi^; thej had good 
Hiu Woodey, a &lh«r hm ntm 
UDtU the boy oheau him at eatda : t 
head, and oly., ' WeU dose, Tommj 
It off M ft hoiM^uM HHt a-.j._ 



ftnitj Ibr the Xodiaiu, whoM duJaet wu mnting In IboM 
MeoupUBhmeDta of Anglo-Saxon litoratare. Than ii not 
n aeonndnl UBong them tiut ii not ripe for tlio gollowB at 
fbqitMn. At Bto Tcan of age, thej folloir tbcir falbors 
uoBnd to tba dnm-thopo, ud got drank dd the heel-taps." 

JKu W. — " The penau about here don't look as if ihej 
wen draik." 

&M.— " Wlij, '■'«^«™, it ia refroshiag to bear jon talk 
in that waj. No, thqr are tut drunk. I wish they were. 
It wonld be an' aatoniihing uuproTement, if diuipation voold 
onlj leeede to that point at which men get dnink. Tivl 
tbej hare paaaed that pmnt, Img ago. I should as soon 
«zpeet to aee a demijohn staggir as one of them. Besides, 
the liquor ia all watered, and it would require, more than a 
man conld hold to make him drank: but tlia grooery keqter 
defenda himeelf on the ground, thai it ii onlj Iwo parte 
water, and he nerer geta paid for more than a (bird he setla. 
Bnt I nerer speak of theae imall thinga ; Ar, in aueb a god- 
leaa generation, Tenial erimei atand in the li^t of flaming 
Tirtnea. Indeed, we alwaja fi»«l reliered whan w« iM one 
of them dead drank, fbr thn we feel umred he ia not 
■telling." 

Mit* IV:— ''But, Mr. Hde, ia ikm perwnal danger !• 
be appreltended — bj a woman f— new — tat inatanof-ez- 
linwiiim herself freely f " 

Sam. — " No, madam, not if aha Mfries her piatoli, ■• 
thi/ generally do mow, when thej go onL Th^ are nn- 
ally inanlt«d, and ionetimaB noUad. Thmj neUMd aTn* 




of trjing tho samo eipcnmeni on »nu 
I did Dot hear tbcm say." 

Hero Sam made Lis bow and dept 
rf ojiun «>J » gl™ «' I"' '"''''" 
neMint wlioM eommiB" !>• »"i •>" 

The next morning'! in»a-ltego co 
foil tandboje* ud • I"*" «*" 
the Soithem line ; end. »"" '■"^ 

•ddreiied to Mn. Huiiet S . 

nma intoeeling inen.ot«>dn end el*' 
deTelT nud it" pr«itioJ workiigi, 
U„„ghtof egeinhndl"* "en ~i 
Toij popul" ««Unn, or nther book 
d>Yd>oia.n m huJled with """I 
deliouj Old «»«*'»« """"^ " 

rfkn takee the etedit of eendi 



JOHH STOUT ESQ., AKD MASK 
SULLIVAN. 

IIau Sullitak wu iiapriMiMd in tha Snmter eonn^ 
jsil, htTiDg olunged tlie tohm uid place of rcBideace from 
Wai^ington omuAj, when h» had committed a murder. 
John Stout wu an old acqnaintanoe of Slark^a, and being at 
k aweeptible natnn when thero wai aaj likelihood of ft Ut, 
«■< not a man to itand on oeremonj or tho atiqneUa of the 
profeaiioD. He did not wait to bo Mnt fbr, bnt nanally bar- 
ried poit-haato to comfort bii frienda, when in tho di*- 
eonaolate eironmitanou of the nnfortniuto Hark. Jobs 
had » great lore for the profeaaion, and a remarkable pene> 
Teranoe nnder difooniaging oirennutanoee, hiTing elmg to 
the bar after bebg at least tirioe stricken from the roll, fyt 
■one praotieee indleating a mod greater >eal for hie eUenti 
than Ibr truth, jnstioe, or frdr dealing : bnt be had managed 
le get reinttated on promises of amendment, whieb were, we 
latr, mvoh more proftise than ■ineerai John'i standard df 
nonlitjr wm not exalted, nor wero hie attainments In the 
IMfradea ipMti ^nng oeofined hioudf aoitlf to t daee 




- -t-'^o ug, witu a rare roll 

«*»« »P fi..Jd„, ,.p^ „j , 

•"■"^""•TfooOTWfkM* 
Wdl,oii»,.hi^lK,,„„^ 

■""""■ f"fe-i»«.i«ir. to „ 

"""J"/ '"** k- "H to hd 
•>" Mirk M ». ^ K„k'. TO,„ 



IM SWI TC HE S or THE rLOBH TDUl 

Hark, u mort mat in donncc, iros not bIow to recognin 
' maj friontkbip, real or una^nar;, that might be mado to 
torn ont to adnnUge, and, nf course, allowed the cUim, and 
ezpraaed lh« pleaann it gave him to see Jolin. Jobn ^oon 
gat hia'Ayrfrax/ict in readineai, — for ayrapalh; and patbetio 
nloyiawa are wonderfnllj olieap acccssoiicB to rascality, — 
■ad begm appljing hia handkercliiof to bis ejcs irith great 
aeigy. "VmA, aj old friend, joa and I bave been 
friaada waaj a ling jear, old fellow ; we barn plajed many 
a game of lena up together, Mark, and shot at many a 
riifxiting mat^ VaA, and drunk many a gallon of ' red- 
eye* together; — and to tliiok, Mark, my old friend and 
companion, that I loved and tmated like a brother, Mark, 
ahonld be in thia dreadful fix, — Cu from wiEs, ohildreo, 
and fiintda, Mark, — it makea a ohild of me, and I eaa'V— 
eontrol — my feelings." (Here John wept widi eonaideraUe 
Tincity, and donbled np an old bandanna hasdkerahief and 
mopped hia eyea mistily.) Nark wu not one of the ory- 
ing Bort He was a Roman-noaed, eagle^yed nSan of a 
fellow, aome aiz feet two inehea high, and with a iook and 
alep that the McGregor himMlf mi^t feel entitled Ub to ' 
be reapected on the heather. 

So Mark fcaponded to tliia Uebiymal ebnllition of StesA 
a little impatiently : " Hoot, man, what are yon making all 
that Aow-^e^ fort Itaintaobadasyonlet on. Tobewue, 
it unt aa pleaaant aa aitting on a log by a eamp fire, with a tkk- 
^ler of the rererend ftnJ^ a pad^ of the doonmente and two or 
thiMigoedfiaUowi,ud»(00d'^aeoof fiAdoor BMakiwat' 




But I halo to be sinyin' iicre bo 
conilii' on, too— ifs mighty liard, 
Buppose." (And bero Muk faeaTc 
" All, Mtrk," uid John, " I ti 
thftt if, noleM jron >ro pftrtieoUr 1 
Htrk, it aiDt now lik« it OMd to 1 
Thejr >ro getUng imw sotioni now 
t«&tiu7 hu been built, tbej an g 
Ihinge, — tfaey an lending gentlenu 
trulu. I beliere ihtj do it jnit bee 
it helpi to |»T Uxcs. Vfium it uc 
lAj, roe ot the jonng huidi Msld « 
takes the beit wrt of teetimon j, u 
Uiwjtn in the mirket, to get n friesi 
are goin' on now, murdering n aan 



- ft li^i-wood knot, Imt tnrj little Uekey most pdu hu bom 
into it, and Zow, iav, law, b the woid,— the eonrdlj, >u^ 
■links ; and then t^em lurjen mwt hkTo tbeir Jkw in It, 
and bow, bowwow, it goes ; and tbo juror, they must Iuto 
tWr iaj n in it ; and the >heitvr, be miut do aometliiDg, 
too; and the old onai that grindi oat the law to 'em in the 
box, ba nnat bare bit ko»-de^ about it ; and then the wit- 
■IM M, tbtrjr uaat fwoar to tbor f aoka of lies — and the law- 
Tin pt (o bawlii^ and belkrin', like Methodist preaohcrB at 
n eaap meotin^ — alien qnamlUn' and no flgbtia'— jawin' 
ud jawin' back, and deb eternal lyia' — I tcU yon, Stout, I 
won't ataj in no aocb eonntrj. When I get oat of here, I 
Buan to go to Texaa, whar a nun can see aome peacu, and 
not be interfered with in hia private eonnmi. All tUf 
oome about oonaekena eo many new lettlen oomin' in tbt 
■ettlemeiif, bringin' their new-fool ways with 'em. The ftut 
of it waa two preaehera oomin' along. I told 'em twottld 
aerer do— and if mj adnce had been tak, the thing eonld 
ft be«n stopped in time ; bot the boji laid they wantod to 
hear the news them fellen foteh'd about the Ooqwl utd 
aieh — and thero waa old Bamsonsor'i nUl^pond so bandy, 
too 1 — but it's too late now. And then tbe dt^goy-ksepert 
got to aellin' licker by the drink, instead of the bftlf-]^t, 
and ft dime ft drink at that; and tben the Deril was topny, 
and NO Mutako. But they oant bnrt mo, Jobn. They'll 
bare to let me out: and ef it wasn't so onssed mean, Td 
take tbo law on 'em, and sne *em fiw danagea ; bat then H 
vMld>]M tbnw^ Vftamj cUldna, tbrt Uuk SnlUna tak 



Jalm. — " I'm liviog id Jackson, Missiui 
and hearing you were in diatresa, I let gi 
came to ace jou. Sajs I, my old friend Ma 
trouble, and I nut go ud we bim out ; an 
■ John Stout, JOS protend jon Mver doMrl 
here 7011 ue, and jraur old friend Mark Sv 
tbonght n rnnoh of, lajing in jail, when ] 
.conld, oan get him oloar.' Now, Mark, I 
that When mj wiA throw'd that up to no 
horee got out, and trarelled on, hardlj v 
night, till I got here. And the U. & Court 
too, and a big lawsuit waa eoming on fiw ■ mi 
I and Prentiw and George Terger waa fat tl 
we were to get fire thonaand dollara, eertain, 
tbouaand dollara if we gained lb I went to 1 
fbre I loft, and Qeorgo aaid I muat ataj — it n 
Saya he, ' John,'— he uaed alwaja to eall m 
know,*— whieli I did. Mad.— that nn* •1IU.4 



- SIO nstoBE* or thx vLvra mm or ^ttm^uM. 

frimid, Jon hmva to follow on ovr uit, ud yon moil awih 
J Sam Bojd wd Jo Holt into Sooteb tmS; ud joall do It, 
too, Jdu: and «ft«r g^ing tho cose, wo'U bare a frolio 
that will anek the iWMt ont of the timo of day.' And tben 
Yurg/Bt vp and tfllla FfontiBa about mj going off; and Freo- 
tiai openod his 0701, and aakod me if I waa craiy ; and I 
told him jiat thia : aaya I, ' PkdI, 70a are a magnanimoiu 
nan, that Iotm hia friend, uat you 7 ' aod Prentiaa aaid he 
kopod ha was. And then laid I, ' Prentiss, Haik SnlliTan 
ia My friend, and in jail, awnj from his wife and children, 
and nobodj to get him ont of that icrape ; and may be, if X 
dmi't go and defend him— there is no knowing what nutj 
oone of it ; and how oonld I ever survive to thiuk a friend 
of mine bad eome to harm for want of mj going to him in 
the dark, diamal time of his distresa.' (Here John took 
ont the handkerchief again, and began woeping, after n fhab 
ion Mr. Alfred Jingle might have envied, even when pe^ 
fiRinuig for tiie benefit of BIr. Samuel Waller.) < No,' aaid 
I, * Seigeant Prentiaa, let the case go to h— 1, for me ;— John 
Stout and Andrew Jackson never deserted a friend, and 
sever wilL' . Said Prentiaa, ' John, I admire jonr prind- 
plea; give na jroor hand, old fellow; and come, let ua take 
a drink j'—for Prent. was always in the habit of treating hia 
noble sentimenta — (George wasn't. Well, Hark, 70a we I 
eame, and am at jonr aenioe through thiek and thin." 

" Tea," said Hark, " I'm much obleeged to tdu, John, 
hot Fn allBered I oant aftird to have jon/— jron'ra too dear 
M ttttdt lot nj foAai; b«iid«i, Fn got old John Oi^ 
•ad I iMbaa hoU d*.** 




fii »n get ,ocI. c„UB«l .\„„ 



I or not rmn rant w aumma. 



MR. ONSLOW. 

It 1b ■—"""g (o witiMM the excitement of the lawjen 
emeanied in Um trill of K long uid Bererolj-oontested oua, 
>ftar the ugoment ii entoliuled, and the judge ia giving the 
jaij ehargei u to the Uw. In Hississippi, the prtctioe is 
(or the cobdmI to prep»re written ohargei ifter the eue ii 
mrgoed, to be offered when the jnr; mre abont retiring frOB 
the box; and the Court gire* or refoaes them as it app«vw 
or dia^prores of them, — sometimes altering them to nit 
iti own Tiewa of the law. 

On one oecarion, a ease was tried of some diffionltjif and 
eomplexitjr, inTolring the titie to a negro, which had bsMl 
ran off from a distant part of the State, and sold in Noz- 
nbee oonntj by a man, who had, prerionslj to nmning him, 
mortgaged him to the plaintiC Tiie -ntgn had been la thr 
eonnlj for n good iriiile befi>re he was disoorered; and tV 
present bolder had bom soed — TSx. Onslow being the attorasy 
for the mortgagee, and indeed itwas miderslood,haTing soma 
other ri^ta in the litigation than those of oonwoL The 
idtuS^ bad ntainod Emj j and Jumo T. 




horseback from iho Jlissij": 
DC!<.'< tli:in to attend to tliia 
duous and thorough — his ici 
nuMie tii« pine-treei sweat 
rhetun," and had made tbe ti 
q;niTer, aa ho jonnMTad On, n. 
tended to make in Uw to-be eel 
HcLeod. He waa a peenliar-i 
Riaing liz feet in faia atockin, 
enlar, vithoat an oonee of anrpl 
aa foil of energy aa a panth< 
large, the featorea imgalar aw 
tyea blaek, reatleag and glaring 
mnaelea twitcliing and ahakii 
liair a nddiah-brown— about m 
ried, bat of »"'• '-■*■ 



ZH MEroBES or tbs flubb Tims or ala»*m*. 

^n^ sad moringa wen tha vogue, — but we will go oar old 
' hftt agaiiut » julep, ttuit if tho apirils would oot come uC hia 
Indding thej hne quit ooniiig from tb« *asty deep, or closctl 
bnuneu, Hr. N. P. Tallmadgc, or anj otlicr medium to tlio 
coatarj notwithaUading: snd if he couldn't set a bible 
gtnug }yf the odie foree, the «holc thing is a proved hum- 
bug. He wu k ipeaker of decided power, — iudced of tre- 
mendous power. When he spoke, he spoko in carnoet. He 
went it with ■ most rigorons rim. He bad taken a cataract 
ud hnrrieue for his model Such a bellowing, — such a Gcry 
fiuy, of fuss end doim, wonld sink into a modcsl silcnee a 
whole earaTBD of howling dervishes. Jcmmjr T. thought fao 
eovld be heard when he let himself out two miles : I think 
this extraragant, — I shonld think not more than a mOe nd 
ft hal£ When he drew in a loog breath, and bore hu wei^t 
on his Toice, the very rafWs seemed to more : bat his Toioe 
was not slL He grow as rampant as a wolf in high oati, 
— jumping np, rearing around, and squsttiDg low, sitd sid- 
ling aboal — forwards, backwards — beatin; benehes — knock- 
ing the entrails ont of law-books — mnmng orer ehurs, and 
oloaring oat the area for ten feet around him, whirlii^ abont 
like ahorse with the blind Btaggers;^while heqiuTered all orer 
like a galraniied frog. He usaall7*Iet_off •■ mnoh calorie 
as wonld hare fed the langs of the Eriosson. 

lunamerable were the points and half-points made daring 
the progress of the ease, and Onslow was fortonste enough 
to win on most of these. At ereij rnling that wss nude 
is Ui'>&TW, bs wo«ld sttA inliia biwth witk A long in^in- 




*■"" " »•" l>«llo,cJ ti, I., 
*""'"' of 'i'WM^,., .Up, 

■o "iTutep. Tk, drfmd«„., „ 

"«»-tl..Co.rtg.„i,;..g,„Uj 
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. Sltf nuTOBn or tbb n.ims Tom or tT.Awt^t., 

whk npt aUmtion upon tlie judge, ud 'Us inonllt motion- 
ing with the jodge'i — like a mIiooM»j writiag O'a io bia 
Ibit copy — *nd at the end of erwj ehaTge eJMtil&tbig, 
" Exactly, yoor honor 1 " 

After getting throogb theae charges, the judge remarked ; 
" And now, gentlemen, I gtre you thia charge for the dcfend- 
•aL" Odriow stopped brcathtng, as the judge slowly sylla- 
bled oat, " Eat notwithstanding — all — tliis — it being — on 
admitted — fact — that — the mortgage — was — not — recorded 
. ^ — Noxn — bee — county — yon — moat — fi — n— d for the 
i — e — feo— dant" As this was going on, Onslow was com- 
pletely payehologiied : he stared notil his eyes looked as if 
they would pop oat — his lower jaw dropped — and putting 
bia hand to hii bead, inTolnntorily ezelumod — " Oh, hall I 
joor boitor 1 " 

H« Isft in the eoorso of tan miootea, to start on a leton 
jonmoy of thrae hnndred milos, in mid-wintar, and suet 
roods— tbrongb tha wooda to tba Bnaaiasippi Smnp^— 
"FhoMtif )aM pkeHnti." 



JO. HETFBON. 

Jwoc Staklino, of Mitaisaippi, had beoomo rery sensT- 
tire beeansa tha lawyan inais.tad on argoing pointa after he 
had decided tbam. So he determined to put a stop to it. Bat 
Ja Bijhnm, an axadlmt la«7ar, who bad aracj tUng of 



S' 



OLD DHCtE JOHN OLIVE. 



'Attscdiko tlw Kemper Otmrt ooe day, and engaged in k 
eanaa then going on, ud whieli the Bdverse counsel tias 
argung to the jury (sometlung ia tbe nature of & juit for 
treapaM for ening ont exeovtion uid lerying it on aome oora 
reaerred under the poor debtor'a Uw), I nw thia TenerkUe 
old father in Israel plajing bo-peep over the nuling behind 
thebu-, ■ndgiTingmemuidijwiiikBaDdbeekoiiitiga toeome 
(ohim. 

Uncle John mm a geDtlenun of the old fehool, if, indeed, 
he wu not before there waa aaj achooL He wai some tar- 
entj or ioren^-flre jeara old, perh^ a little older. Hia 
phjaiqae wai remarkable, fie looked more like an ant» 
dilanaa bo; than a man. He waa some toot ttti and » 
half or five feet hi^, rather large fer that height, and ti^ei^ 
ing off with a pair of lege markbg Hogarth'a line of beantf , 
— an elegant eorre, aometMng m tbe etyle of ^air of pot- 
hooka. Hia bevd and IjCir were griialj gray, and tbe &oa 
oral, with a high front in the r^ion of beneroleaoe ; bat whidi, 
I bdiaTC;M nu ever knew the ienaa of being plaeed dun i 




OLD UNCLE JOHM OLtVB. 819 

for all of Uncle John's benefactions togethor, would not haTO 
amounted to a supper of bones for a hungry dog. Uncle 
John's eyes were black or bhck-lshy with sanguine trimmingay 
as if lined bj red forcttn;^. lie had a Toico with a doable 
wabble — and, especially when ho tried it on the vowels, be 
ran up some curious notes on the gamut, and eked oat the 
sound with a very useless expenditure of accent. Undo 
John Olive belonged to the Baptist Church, — hard-shell 
division, but took it with the privilege : he had A thirst like 
the prairies in the dog-days, and it took nearly as maoh of 
the liquid to refresh it But much as Undo John loved the 
* ardent restoratives, he loved money quite as well ; and there 
was a continual warfare going on in Uncle John's breast be- 
tween these aspiring rivals : but this led to a compromiae. 
Uncle John treated both with equal impr.rtiality : he drank 
very freely, but drank very cheap liquors, making np for anj 
lack of quality, by no economy of quantity. 

Uncle John's scheme of life was simple. It was but a 
slight improvement on Indian modes. He lived out in 
the woods, in a hufr which an English nobleman would hsTe 
considered poor quarters for his dogs. The furniture was 
in keeping, and his table was in keeping with the furniture. 
His whole establishment would probably have brought ftf* 
teen dollars. The entire civil list of the old gentleman 
oould not have cost seventy-five dollars to answer its 
demands. He had no white person *n his family except btsa* 
self — and about ^fteen negroes, of all sorts and siaos. He 
worked some six or seven hands, but being of a slow ton. 



tSO lo niMM or thb flush nxn or al«bak*. 

•■d nrj old-^ogjish in hii nottou, b» did not ntooood rwj 
vail with Umdi, uther in goTerning them or u&lciiig nmch 
of ■ erop: kbont ■ bale to the hud wu Ibo extent to wLicb 
Unela John erer weDt, even inthe beet aeaaoDS. But oe ho 
epest DOthing exoept for aonia artielee of (ho last Dooessity, 
i» Managed to lay np ererj jear eome few dolUrB, wbich be 
iept in ^oeie, hid in a hole mdar a plonk of the floor, 
ia aa old sheaL Thii cloaa eoononj and Baving waj of 
lift, kept np for about fiftj-fire jeara, hod at length made 
old Unole Jdin Olire worth eoiDe ten thousand dollara. 
He had made it whollj bj partiiDOBj. He was habitually 
and without exoaption .the eloeeat man I eror saw, — as close 
aa the bark ii to a tree, or aa green is to a leaf. 

-^ He was dressed in home-made linsej, and aa he went gaa- 
dering it along, jou would take him for the aanivor of Ihoao 
Datchmon whom Irring tella of, rolling the nineptna down 
the eare in die Kaatakill Honntaina, when Bip Van Winkle 
went to see then ; exoept that Unole John did not enrry 
the keg of sjnriU on hia donlder, — but generally in his 
beUj. 

A circle of a mile drawn aronnd Unole John woold have 
embraced all ha knew and more than he knew of this broath- 

/ ing world, its waja and works, and plan and order; exoept 
■ what he got itam of at the market-town or at the oonrt 
house. All beyond that oirele was uysterj. Unole John 
was a silent man, — he osed his tongue for littlo exoept to 
taste his liqoor, — and hia ojea and ears wer« open always, 
thoo^ I sBspoet tbare most b«Te been sobh stoppoio is tbo 



ntS UMM T emn or tbi nusa Ttms or annm. 

Lideod, B«zt to hii hub Bemu Sinpaon, the " finvsun of 
tho cnp," wlHnii lit wu in the bftbit of oonnltlng on " difi- 
eolt piata," I stood higher with Uncle John than any one 
oIm u " k roal jndgnutieil mu." I hope I etate the fact 
with * fealing of beeoming modeel;;. In the vaj of law, 
Unola John vridentlj thought tho Uir would be bchaviiig it- 
■df TOij bftdlj, if it did not go the way I wished it ; and 
looked to mj opinion not ao msoh w to what the law woe, u 
wbMt it wu to be after I ipoke.tho word. 

I told Unele John Olire that I was a good deal pressed 
tot time just nt that moment, as a ease was going on in whioh 
I was eoueemed ; but as it was he, Uncle John, I would 
BpMv him a few momenta. And so I left Duncan to ha- 
rangue the jury until I oonid confer with the old man, and took 
> him* into the vacant jorj-rooro on the same floor, and shnt 
the door. " Well," said I, " Unole Jobs, I hope nothing >•• 
riona hss happened — [which was a lie, for I wu, in tho Ihaa 
(and I might laj the foot with a amtititiando) depreasad 
stats of mj Gacalitj, — I eonfeas I wu a little anxioM fbr 
aometbing to happen in order to reliere the same, and wu 
jost doing a little mental arithmetio; figuring up what I 
ahottld charge the old man, whether a fifty or a hundred ; 
bat eoneluding to take the fiftj, rather than huard the 
ehanee of bluffing the old man o£] 

"But," said the old man, "they is, / tell yew. 
.B«-a-A-w-ling-^BawIing, Tiigil C*a-a-A>n-Bon wont do to 
ti« to no waj jon oaa fix it — Bawling." 

" 'Vi'^ijr," aaid I, " Unele John, I nnat oonfeM the tarn- 
dMt of that joang man bu MOt «]tegeibep-<hMf Iba ritMf 




-Uncle 



" Yea,— but (bey a 
and I must go — ijuiek 
did — «b«t to yon." 

" Whj, Bawling^-Tir^ Caniw 
pin' mj nigger, Ramu — Rsmtt* told 
proTo it bj Bemu uiA Kre-leggtcl • 
■UMd him — when ho nuod Bemoi 
Cannon, should have Mid, u Borau 
Bon Bhonld OT uid Bflmiu itole h 
Tirgil Cannon, and 'TirgO Cannon 
worda I said it, Bawling ; ' jon naat; 
did jon whip mj nigger, Beniia, 
think Bawling, Virpl Cannon ahontd 1 
lonf emphatio - atonj stars.) " Whj 
Job^'' repliad L •* Whj, Bawling, ^ 
aaid to me, mijt he, ' Go to h — U, jt 
pnppjr, and loM 017 foot,' — Nov, Ba 



•94 "" «■■ " ■ or TMS wima too* ot jllabaih. 



examining a candidate fob 
license; 

8oKl tbaein llw javof GrMO, 1837or8, daring the BeMioD 
«f the Oireait Oonrt ofN****** Misaiasippl, Mr. 
Tbomu Jefferaoa Knowlj mado known to hii honor, hii 
(K.'i) reapeotfol desire to be tamed into ft lawyer. Snob n- 
qnoiU, at that time, were granted prettj much u a matter of 
ooarse. FrMtieiag law, like ahinphuter hankiog or a Bj^t, 
was prett^mnoh a free thing; Init the itatnte required a oa^ 
tain fonnnia to be gone through, whioh was an examination 
of the oandidato bj the Coarl, or nndei ite direotion. Th« 
Judge ^)point«d Henr; G * * * and myielf to put Urn 
throvgh, a teik we nndertook with mnoh pleasure. Jeffer* 
Km, or Je^ as he was called for short, had been lounging 
•bont the eonrt-honse for fome time, refreahing his mind with 
anch information fts he oonld thus pick np on the trial of otMl, 
and from the diBonauons of the bar in refereaee to the lawa 
^ of hia oonntaj. Haying fiuled in the drygoods line at the 
oBBH-ni^Ci be wu left at loinro to pwrao lOBi oOir wdl* 



^ UK wui Bflbe could. 11 

five years wlien this hallucinalif. 
stout, liCiivy fellow— witU a head 
euTied : though the ooDtenta th* 
proof of Spnnhoim'a thoory. - H< 
■nj leanting. He lud tU Uw q>i 
filled ud mutiDg to be itored wi 
i^ Mt OD him with » Klemiutj lik 
kffNtion on a tombitone. He WU 
for a wo&derfnl judge of Uw tmoiij 
miatake the nlent bUnk of itnpidil 



We took Jeffenoa with w, in tl 
a plue of departed ipirita,— don't 
an eraonated doggerj, groeerj or ji 
Bonunolatore of the natiTCa, It waa 
mer oconpant haring anddenl; dee 
bjr reaaoo of aome ^pnhenaiou o 



ril 
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,*ai Imng, bendaa, the SUta'i attoriMr, wM oatitled to fn- 
•edeoM in tha OTtmination; a, clftim I wu very willing to 
lUow. Aftor wmo gsneral qaeBtions, G. uked : 

" ib. Knowljr, wlut ii & cAoif tn ocfion r " 

fiioM^.— A ehoaen Mtion ? eh? — ^s — cxactlj — juatio 
•^duMM lotion? Whj, schoBeDRctioDiB — wh»eamui'i 
got » right to f«toh two or three aotioaii, uid he obusei one 
of 'em which he will fttoh — the one that's chose is the — chosen 
aetioii : thst'i ea«jr, eqairo. 

&— Well, whit is a chou in potsation t 

K — A ehosen poMeMion T A chosen poMesaion — ( Q^ 
Dim't repeat the qoettion — answer it, if ;oa please. £— 
Well— I won't-) 

£— A ehosen possession ?— Yea— «xaetlj—jeM ao— 
ahen — (hero K. looked about fbr a stick, picked one vp and 
began whittling with a knife — then mottering absentlj) — " A 
flboaen possession T Whj, sqnire, if a man haa two poaaes 
ekins to be chose, which he is to chnse as a gntrdesn whiek 
the eatate have not been divided, and thej eomo lo a divide 
of it in lota which the oommisuoners has set aside and prised, 
and he chooses one of them possessions, scAicA one he ehooMS, 
' that is the chosen poaaeaslon. That aint hard nnther. 

G. — Mr. K. how manj fees are there f 

K. — ^How manj fees ? — whj aqnire, sereral : dootor's fees, 
Uw7er*B fees, sheriff's f^ jailer's fees, elerk's fees, both 
oonrts, snd most ererj body else's. 

&^What is the difierenee betwoen a fee sln^ and a 
OMtingkntfeer . ' 

i 







where he tnkoi 
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tS8 BXKTOBS* OF TBI TLVH TOOB OV *LtlAm. 

Km lud. I j«a( know plen^ of noa tbont lun mms «BO«gb 
to do it, «ad jump ftt Iho oliKiieo. 

&— Hu K nuD K natitral tight to digpoH of his proper- 

£— Wlqr, BOW, iqiiiTO, eonCflrniiig of that — mj mind aint 
■s dare u on lother pinto— it strikes mo sort a Tago^- 
■Duetliiiig kbont k oow Ujiag oi th&t should have laid dovn 
io a place which die had a tight, tod another aoir-beast, nor 
aiij another haTin' M ri^ts to disturb her : — aint that it, 
■qniref 

G. — Snppoae, Mr. K., a teoant for life, should hold orer 
after the termiDation of his eatote, what kind of aolioo woold 
jov brii^ agUDst tiiin P 

JL— Tenant for life— hold— terminatioD of the stale f^ 
Bgh — wn— jess so— ^lure, aint that mortmuD — the statos 
of mortmain-^ Bichard the Stli's time F— Blaibtone aaja 
Bometliiog abont that. 

G. — Mr. E., if a man wants to keep his propertj in hie 
frmilj, how far can he make it deeoend to his ehilditn and . 
grand-ehQdren, &o. 

K. — Why as to that — something, aqnire, abont all the ean* 
dies bnming — bat, sqnire, I neref oonld snderttand what 
boming candles had to do with it 

C— What is an estato tail female, eontin^ent on the 
happening of a past erent, limited bj contingent deriss to 
the diildrro of grantees after poasibilitj of ieane extinet, 
Mnaidared with refisrenee to the stotate Oe Doma f 

£4Sqiiire, the Denl himself - ooddst unnc that, and 



I proof and ibo way tho juror goca; 
man way git a doviliah Bight u( lav 
jratis. 

. G.— Doea Bqnit; «T«r ioterftre 

iC— Not that «Ter /iwrf, Kjdre 

-. G. — WhoM ioo « » butwd OM 

JL— Whj, iqain, thtt'B ftirtic 

ginerdlj "wd tli«t it w« Uid to U« 

lioment beat Mt to psj orer ita »* 

poM, it would bo hit mtn-iH-tav. 

<?.— What ilk ub«ir 

iC— Whjr, ■qnire, if a auu jpU 

looks tbe door on biq, ud uuku bii 

fug bo'i told a lis on bin, tbo paper i 

&.— What ia tbe^iffmnoo betwo. 

JC— Why,, ■qnira, TreqpoM ar « 

M another. Now, iqttiio, yo«r paitii 




Ai I Mm* tovKrds him, he drew himaelf ap vith some 
di^tj, took wha at m chip, abont fifteen feet off, ud squirted 
ft stnaa of tobMW juice <tt it with romikrkable preoiuon. 

Said l», sknri; ud with m&rlccd gravh;, " B , 70a 

■eodal maka wy nport of this ttting to the Jadge. I be- 
fian I wnt go in. I doa'tknow u it's eo; harder than I 

took it At tha (M— tot, then, B , ther's, so, d— d, maok, 

■ON.a^iL*' 



L. 
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